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Saving Arctic Animals
By Skylar Lundeen 

Staff Writer        @lovelandroar
in the arctic relies on the cold temperature 
or the ice. Orca whales are also dying 
because of the change in ice. WWF, a 
program designed to share information on 
animals, explains, “Over the last decade, 
warmer summers and less sea ice has 
meant orcas are able to access new areas 
of the Arctic… due to unfamiliarity with 
the territory, orcas can become trapped in 
sea ice and die of  starvation.” Orcas are 
oblivious to the fact that ice melted and 
they will starve in places they have not 
discovered before. 
Climate change is affecting narwhals in 
a different way than other animals. Man-
made machines are partly responsible for 
narwhals’ suffering. WWF shows that, 
“Melting sea ice is opening the door for 
more industrial activity and shipping 
– noise from which can cause hearing 
loss, increase stress, reduce the ability to 
communicate, and even scare away fish.” 
Humans causing climate change through 
the usage of emissions harms these animals 
on top of the manufactured boats that hurt a 
narwhal’s hearing ability.

Along with polar bears, orcas, and 
narwhals, ringed seals are going extinct as 
the temperatures rise. They depend on the 
snow and ice to breed their pups. The Global 
Education Project states, “Early warming 
causes pups to separate prematurely from 
their mothers.” At a young age, seal pups 
rely on their parents for everything and 
without them, their chances of survival are 
close to nothing. WWF explains, “Over 
the past several years, the snow cover on 
the lake hasn’t been deep enough for seals 
to build their birthing dens, posing a huge 
risk to the future of this species.” Without 
proper raising and birth habits, Saimaa 
ringed seals could go extinct very quickly. 
The red fox species have already begun 
migrating north into the arctic fox’s habitat. 
The tundra habitat is mid transformation 
into a boreal forest, and arctic foxes will 
not be able to survive there. In conclusion, 
climate change costs a countless number of 
arctic animals their lives. In order for there 
to be an outcome that is not the extinction 
of multiple species, people need to get a 
grip on this issue.

Polar bears and other arctic animals are 
going extinct because of the climate’s 
drastic increase over the past few years. 
The breaking and melting of ice in the 
Arctic is also detrimental to their existence 
because they depend on the ice for their 
survival. The melting of ice causes polar 
bears to stray away from the water sources 
they get their food from. Mama bears are 
not able to catch enough fish and seals for 
their cubs so bear families end up hungry. 
BBC News says, “Polar bears will be 
wiped out by the end of the century unless 
more is done to tackle climate change.” 
Unless people around the world get a grip 
on this global issue, polar bears will die out 
altogether. 
Polar bears are not the only arctic species 
that are being hurt because of the warm 
weather. Orcas, narwhals, beluga whales, 
penguins, arctic foxes, walruses, reindeer, 
and seals are all being greatly affected by 
this change. Almost every animal that lives 

Inauguration Day 2021
Joe Biden and Kamala Harris sworn in as preisdent and vice president of the United States 
By Laurel Gibbins

Editor @lfgibbins9212

was plagued with voter fraud. This claim 
has been disproven many times. 2021 
started with Trump supporters storming 
the Capitol Building in Washington D.C. 
On January 6th, a large group crowded 
around the Capitol Building and forced 
themselves inside where they ransacked 
offices and stole personal items of senators 
and representatives. News footage of the 
event shocked Americans and caused 
some to fear for the future of American 
Democracy. 
This year’s inauguration day was very 
different from years past because of 
coronavirus restrictions. The crowd in 
Washington D.C. is usually a few hundred 
thousand people, but this year, the number 
of tickets available has been greatly 
reduced. People are being encouraged 
to stay home and celebrate virtually. 
Normally, there is a huge parade planned 
through the streets of Washington D.C. 
This year, a parade was not planned. A 
virtual inauguration ball was available 
to attend.  It is customary that the former 
president attends the inauguration to 
welcome the new president into the White 
House. This year Donald Trump was not in 

attendance (Mike Pence was). Every other 
surviving former president, except Jimmy 
Carter (who reportedly called President 
Biden the morning of Inauguration Day), 
was at the inauguration. Although Trump 
was not willing to attend, he did leave 
President Biden a letter in the Oval Office 
(another custom), but there is no word on 
the contents of the letter. Melania Trump 
did not take First Lady Jill Biden on the 
customary tour of the White House. 
In his inauguration speech, President Biden 
called for national unity and repeatedly 
talked about how America’s Democracy 
had prevailed over numerous challenges. 
The beginning of President Biden’s 
presidency restored hope in the hearts of 
many Americans. It’s hard to imagine 
what the next four years will look like, 
but President Biden has a very ambitious 
agenda. The first one hundred days of a 
presidency are the most important; that 
is when presidents are able to get the 
most accomplished.  Many Americans 
are anxious to see what the President will 
accomplish in the near future and how 
he will continue America’s fight against 
COVID-19. 
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On January 20, 2021,  Joe Biden officially 
became the forty-sixth president of the 
United States. President Biden was sworn 
in by Chief Justice John Roberts. Kamala 
Harris became the first woman vice 
president after being sworn into office 
by Justice Sonia Sotomayor, just before 
President Biden’s swearing in. 
Back in November, President Joe Biden 
won the 2020 presidential election with 
81,283,485 popular votes (the most 
votes ever) and 306 electoral votes. In 
December, state electors had to cast their 
state’s electoral votes in their state capitals. 
Envelopes with each state’s electoral votes 
were sent to Washington D.C. On January 
6th, the electoral votes were counted in 
Congress. Former Vice President Mike 
Pence declared that Biden and Harris won 
the presidential election. 
Inauguration day came after a year full 
of political turmoil. 2020 started with the 
impeachment of President Donald Trump, 
only the third impeachment in history, 
and ended with arguably the most intense 
presidential election in modern history. 
Trump supporters claimed that the election 
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Introducing... Shoutouts!
Any parent or student 
willing to pay $1 can 

purchase one!

This could  be 
anything from a  

BIRTHDAY shoutout 
for a student or just 

buying a shoutout to  
celebrate a friend!

If you are interested in 
purchasing one, come 

talk to Mr. Hutzel in 
room 110, dm our 

Instagram: 
@loveland_roar, or 

dm our Twitter: 
@lovelandroar!

Thank you for 
supporting us!

If you have a question, 
feel free to ask us! 

Examples:

Happy Birthday Patricia!
Sent in by: Your Mom

Photo courtesy of: Robin Higgins

Photo courtesy of: Julie M Cameron

Thanks for being the coolest!
Sent in by: Your BFF

Photo courtesy of: Ranzokhel

Gordon will you dine and dash to prom with me??
Sent in by: Guy Fieri 
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By Adam Luneack 
Staff Writer   @lovelandroar

Dr. Crouse’s Resignation
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Medical Education Through Zoom
By Aaron Morton

Staff Writer   @lovelandroar
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After 3 years as the superintendent of the Loveland City 
School District, Dr. Amy Crouse is stepping down from 
her position. Details were not clear about where she will 
go next but the LCSD announced that she had accepted 
a new position. “I have appreciated the opportunity to 
serve this community, the families, and most importantly 
the students,” Crouse told WLWT last month. “It has 
been a privilege to work alongside the incredible staff, 
faculty, and administration of the district.” Although only 
working at Loveland for 3 years, Dr. Crouse made all the 
difference and led the district through a very confusing 
time caused by COVID-19. She has also been a part of 
vast improvements in the state ranking of the district and 
the federal standard of education during her tenure both as 
interim superintendent and then as superintendent. 

Dr. Amy Crouse first joined the Tiger Family as the 
Assistant Superintendent of Teaching and Learning in 
August of 2014. She came to the LCSD as an experienced 
administrator with 21 years of working with students. 
Crouse started her teaching career in Illinois in 1993, 
and has since taught in North Carolina and then Ohio. 
Before becoming the superintendent of the LCSD, she 
was principal at West Clermont and then the assistant 
superintendent of the Princeton City School District. 

From the rejected levy in March of 2020 right behind the 
pandemonium and craziness that the pandemic brought, 
Dr. Crouse showed perseverance and leadership that not 
many superintendents would be able to do. Despite much 
controversy and disagreement within the community, 

Crouse and the school board made a necessary plan to 
cut high school bussing and other so-called amenities 
within the district. They also rushed to create the plan to 
go back to school while following all the CDC guidelines, 
successfully getting students back on track and the seniors 
on the right path to graduate. 

While some students dislike the “A day/ B day” 
schedule, Ethan Smith (12) saw it as necessary. “I do miss 
seeing some of my friends who go into school on A day but 
I get that the school board had to do what they had 

 
to do to prevent the virus from spreading throughout the 

school.” After asking some more students how they felt 
about the new school schedule, I was able to get a different 
perspective by interviewing my own mother. “I don’t like 

that the students have to be online but at least they get 
to be in school for part of the time and hopefully soon 
they will be able to go back full time because I know it 
is much harder to learn through a computer screen,” said 
Beth Kelly. 

While this pandemic has greatly impacted all of our lives, 
Dr. Crouse did a great job in getting Loveland students the 
education they need while managing the school funding 
issue caused by the levy failure. After filling in as interim 
superintendent, to becoming the full-time superintendent 
of our district, Dr. Amy Crouse has made all the difference 
for students, staff, and the entire Loveland community. 
From everyone at LHS, we thank you for the time and 
effort you put forth to help our district, and we wish you 
luck as you move on to your next endeavor.

As the use of telemedicine continues to grow into the 
new year, more medical schools and teaching hospitals 
are offering specialized training in virtual care. Patients 
can provide their doctors with blood pressure readings, 
be evaluated for different illnesses, and talk with a 
psychiatrist all without ever leaving the house. All of this 
and more is possible through exciting advancements in 
the world of telemedicine. Telemedicine allows health 
professionals to offer care to individuals in underserved 
areas, stay in regular and close contact with patients, 
and share their expertise with frontline providers. 
A very important piece of the wide world of medicine 
that has been altered to fit the remote is education. On 
March 17, 2020, the Association of American Medical 
Colleges (AAMC) released guidance that strongly 
suggested that schools remove students from direct 
patient care to prevent spread of the virus and conserve 
medical protective equipment for frontline medical 
responders. Driven by this guidance, medical educators 
quickly adapted and created online curricula. Numerous 
webcams capture hospital rounds, 3D images have 
temporarily taken the place of cadavers, and Zoom classes 
have students raising virtual hands to debate diagnoses. 
Lee Goeddel of Johns Hopkins University is one of 
hundreds of medical educators nationwide taking 
innovative steps to build a productive remote learning 
environment for medical school students currently 

sidelined by COVID-19. Before Goeddel treats patients 
in the ICU at Johns Hopkins Medicine, he preps his attire: 
gloves, a protective gown, a negative air pressure hood 
to help eliminate pathogens, and headgear that holds a 
cellphone to his forehead. With the help of the final piece 

of equipment, Goeddel is able to continue teaching remote 
students and stream his daily procedures. Today, essential 
courses, such as those taught by Goeddel, have moved to 

digital formats.
Students and teachers gather online for interactive 

classes and discussion sessions. While the transition to 
online classes that include discussion has been relatively 
painless, other learning experiences including hands-on 
procedures have been tougher to replace. Another struggle 
with online learning is that it cannot fully replicate real-life 
encounters, no matter how thorough the online curriculum 
may be. The attempts to address these parts of the course 
have yielded multiple solutions that, though not ideal, still 
effectively advance students’ clinical education.

Medical students studying at home are, now more than 
ever, expected to take initiative to utilize the vast amounts 
of online content at their disposal. Instructors are creating 
educational packages, including taped lectures, step-
by-step videos on skills, free access to virtual cases that 
present a patient’s history, lab studies, results of a physical 
exam so students can hone their diagnostic and analytical 
skills, and more.

Professors, such as Linda Afifi, who previously taught 
in a position where much of her teaching was expected to 
be put online were at a distinct advantage in March. But 
nearing a year later, many college professors have taken 
advantage of UNC residency director Christina Shenvi’s 
Emergency Medicine curriculum of nearly 200 free 
resources titled Clinical Teaching and Learning Experiences 
Without Physical Patient Contact. People like Goeddel and 
Shenvi are examples of the medical community working 
in tandem to provide a quality education to tomorrow’s 
doctors, nurses, and medical professionals.
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Student Talent Spotlight
By Kate Carpenter

Editor @kate_carp

In my quest to feature some of LHS’s many talented 
students, I sat down with student Lauren Hentz (12) 
to ask her some questions about the wondrous world of 
Colorguard and Winter Guard!

For those who don’t know what Colorguard is, can 
you briefly describe it? 

We’re the people that make marching band cool and 
glittery!  We spin and toss flags in the show, and you might 
see some with rifles and sabres.

How long have you been involved with Colorguard? 
Funny story, I originally joined the Marching Band as a 

flute, but my mum had been in Colorguard in high school 
and college and she told me I should try it, so I did!  I came 
to winter auditions with absolutely zero guard or dance 
experience but had the time of my life.  I’ve been involved 
with Colorguard since the winter of my freshman year and 
have been happily performing for three and a half years 
now!

What about Colorguard interested you to join?
Expressing the visual interpretation of music made more 

sense to me than playing it did, and I loved how I could 
put an emotion and performance through movement or 
whatever I had in my hands.

How has Colorguard benefited or changed your life?
Colorguard gave me a group of friends I never would 

have thought I’d have but wouldn’t trade them for the 
world.

What is your favorite show that you have been a part 
of? 

My favorite winter show is undoubtedly “Under the 
Same Sky” and my favorite outdoor show is “Rhapsody 

in New York!”
Do you have a favorite trick? Equipment?
Ooo!  One handed 45s on flag are super cool but I’m 

also really proud of myself for being able to do triple time 
on rifle.  As for equipment, I love dance and rifle for their 
expressiveness.

What other activities are you involved in?
Aside from guard, I am involved in Science Olympiad, 

winter drumline, HSDA, Quidditch Club, and LHSNN.  
Does AP Chem count as an activity?

Do you see yourself continuing with Colorguard 
after high school? 

I would love to!!  I love performing, so being in a WGI 
or DCI or DCA band would be super cool, but being a 
guard instructor would also be awesome because I really 
enjoy teaching people what I know about guard and seeing 
a show come together.

New Year’s Resolutions at LHS
After a painful year full of loss and destruction that felt 
like it would never end, we have finally reached 2021. 
While our calendars are flipped to a new page, we can, as 
well. There is never a better time for a fresh start than the 
beginning of a new year, so I went around LHS to ask my 
classmates: What is your New Year’s resolution?
Ellie Egan (12): My New Year’s resolution is to make the 
most of every opportunity.
Nia Gruffydd (11): My New Year’s resolution is to work 
out more and take better care of myself.
Alex Miller (12): My New Year’s resolution is to be more 
open-minded and spontaneous.
Gwen Palmer (12): My New Year’s resolution is to quit 
bad habits that I had in 2020.
Jane Vanbuskirk (12): My New Year’s resolution is to 
read more books.
Ellie Stroia (12): My New Year’s resolution is to drink 
more water instead of sugary drinks.

What are your goals for after you graduate? College? 
A Job? 

After I graduate, I plan on taking a gigantic nap and then 
going to college.  I think it would be really cool if I could 
write something that I’m satisfied with and people like.  
My dream, and maybe it’s a pipe dream, is to be able to 
write full-time, but it’s pretty hit-or-miss so we’ll see!

What advice would you give to someone who might 
be interested in becoming involved with fall guard or 
winter guard?

Talk to someone in guard!!  Anyone in Marching Band 
can point you to someone in guard and we’d all be happy 
to answer any of your questions or tell you more about 
any aspect of marching band or winter guard. We’d love 
to have you!!

By Adam Luneack 
Staff Writer   @lovelandroar

Raymond Barrish (12): My New Year’s resolution is to 
cut down on my unhealthy eating habits.
Trevor Fleming (12): My New Year’s resolution is to stop 
drinking Bang Energy Drinks.
Ryan Hetzel (12): My New Year’s resolution is to step out 
of my comfort zone more.
Jake Sewell (10): My New Year’s resolution is to cut out 
all desserts from my diet. 
Shraya Smolenski (12): My New Year’s resolution is to 
drive with fewer distractions.
Babs Dwyer (12): My New Year’s resolution is to listen 
to more music.
Ethan Smith (12): My New Year’s resolution is to not 
procrastinate my homework.
Ryan Luneack (10):My New Year’s resolution is to eat a 
more balanced diet. 
Clearly, these Loveland students have high expectations 
for 2021 but if you aren’t convinced, here are some 
things to look forward to in the new year. First and 
most importantly, the end of the COVIDwww pandemic 
(hopefully). With the release of the covid vaccines coming 

at the end of 2020, things are looking bright for 2021 and 
we are all praying that life will finally go back to normal, 
and we will be able to have social interactions and visit 
family without fear of the virus. 
Second, there will be another super total lunar eclipse 
this year. Like in January of 2019, there will be another 
lunar eclipse on May 26. It was nicknamed “blood moon” 
because of its red color. This astronomical sight will last 
roughly 15 minutes. Another outer space related event 
happening in 2021 is the long-awaited Mars landing. On 
February 18, NASA plans to send a rover to Mars and we 
will be able to watch the live feed on NASA’s Youtube 
channel. 
Finally, we will be able to watch all of our favorite 
sports teams, with increasing capacity levels as the 
year progresses. An additional event that will happen in 
Loveland is the highly anticipated return to full capacity 
for the high school on January 18. Now whether that 
actually happens or not, the new year is a time to turn a 
new leaf and start fresh, no matter how rough your 2020 
was.

Photo courtesy of Loveland Magazine

Hentz (12) performs the band’s 2019 show 
“Rhapsody In New York.” This band would later 
compete in the BOA Grand Nationals.

Photo courtesy of Loveland Magazine

Hentz (12) performs the LHSMB Fight Song.
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Proud Boys Leader Enrique Tarrio Arrested
The Proud Boys have been making noise recently in the 

wake of the BLM protests and the repeatedly discounted 
“fraudulent election.” They’re a facist, male-only far 
right group guided by the fallacious view that “Western 
Civilization’’ is under threat by the left and the looming 
“Great Replacement,”  and that they must stand up for 
their western heritage and protect the U.S. Empire. Of 
course, the so-called “Western Civilization’’ is not under 
attack by anyone, and it turns out that “white pride” and 
“white nationalism” only perpetuates systemic racism and 
eurocentrism. The Proud Boys’ ideological void would be 
almost comical if it weren’t for the fact that they’re facist; 
because facism manifests in the form of racism, hate, and 
violence, acts that the Proud Boys have a history of over 
the last four years they’ve been around. But there’s good 

news: the leader of the terrorist group, Enrique Tarrio, has 
been arrested. 

The 36 year old Enrique Tarrio was arrested on January 
4 upon his arrival in Washington D.C. The Proud Boys 
were preparing for the attempted coup that was to later 
take place on the 6th; fortunately, Enrique was unable to 
participate. The arrest was a result of developments earlier 
in December. During one of the many Trump rallies, a 
group of Proud Boys had ripped down a BLM banner from 
a historic Black church, proceeding to film themselves 
standing in a circle around the banner and burning it. 
Enrique had claimed responsibility for the act in media 
interviews, thus resulting in his arrest. The charges were 
“the destruction of property” and “the possession of high-
capacity firearm magazines,” as he was carrying two 
with him at the time of his arrest. After his appearance at 

court on the 5th, a judge banned him from D.C., the only 
exceptions being to speak to his attorney and to return to 
the next hearing, which is scheduled for June. According 
to the Washington Post, it will be up to the U.S. attorney’s 
office to determine whether or not the act will be classified 
as a hate crime. Enrique has said that he’ll plead guilty to 
the charge of the destruction of property, but nothing else. 

The banner belonged to the A.M.E (Asbury United 
Methodist) Church, and according to the Associated Press, 
the arrest of Enrique has caused the church community 
“some relief,” with the Rev. Dr. Ianther Mills saying 
that, “We just want to see justice be done.” The A.M.E 
Church witnessed a BLM sign being ripped down from a 
different church, too; the fear and uncertainty caused Mills 
to request added protection for the church during the riots 
that were planned for the 6th.

Facism is becoming a much larger and pervasive 
problem in the U.S. Acts of violence against minority and 
leftist groups are happening in the streets all the time, and 
the movement is only getting worse as Trump and the 
police continue to enable and facilitate these facist groups. 
Hopefully the arrest of Enrique creates awareness of this 
problem in the U.S., and brings us closer to bringing it to 
an end.

New Workers Union Is Created At Google
Unions are a way for the proletariat to organize 

themselves; a way of creating power structures that 
allow for greater autonomy and leverage over their 
bosses to demand better wages and working conditions. 
In the U.S., unions are not nearly as widespread and as 
effective as they were in the early-mid 20th century. In 
the places where unions do exist, they’ve usually become 
so institutionalized and absorbed into the company that 
any meaningful power they once had is gone. This is 
why when, in December, the creation of a new union at 
Google came as a big surprise. Silicon Valley is known for 
its hostile stance against unions, and is active in ensuring 
that no popular union movement arises within it; so this 
represents something of a win for workers in the tech 
industry.

 The new union is called the Alphabet Workers 
Union, named after Google’s parent company, Alphabet. 
It’s affiliated with the Communication Workers of America, 
a union that represents telecommunication and media 
workers in the U.S. and Canada. Alphabet only consists 
of 400 workers at the moment, but it’s the culmination of 
almost a year of activism at Google. It was being organized 

in secret and has only come out into the public last month 
with the election of its leadership. But this union is quite 
different from traditional ones; it’s a minority union, and 
only represents a small fraction of Google’s 260,000 
employees. In addition, it mostly consists of white-collar 
workers, and therefore its main aim isn’t the effort to 
achieve higher wages (although this is a goal when it 
comes to lesser-paid workers in other areas of Google’s 
massive apparatus). Instead, the workers in Alphabet have 
stated that it’s primarily an effort to give structure and 
longevity to activism at Google, rather than negotiating 
for a contract. Chewy Saw, an engineer at Google and the 
vice-chair of Alphabet’s leadership council said that, “Our 
goals go beyond the workplace questions of ‘Are people 
getting paid enough?’ Our issues are going much broader. 
It is a time where a union is an answer to these problems.” 
This project to create sustainable and effective networks of 
unions at Google is one that hopes to challenge the social 
and ethical problems workers are faced with.

 No workers in Silicon Valley have been as vocal 
about issues like pay discrimination, diversity, and sexual 
harassment than Google’s. In 2018, over 20,000 workers 

organized a walk-out in protest of how the company 
handled sexual-harassment. Other groups have been 
standing in opposition to business practices that they’ve 
deemed unethical, such as engineering and providing 
technology to the Customs and Border Protection, or 
developing artificial intelligence for the U.S. Department 
of Defense. 

Alphabet hopes to create a platform that workers can 
utilize to effectively voice and combat these ethical 
issues. Legislation from Congress and other government 
institutions has proven ineffective at enacting any 
meaningful restrictions upon the tech industry’s massive 
influence and power when it comes to issues like 
surveillance and data collection, largely because these 
corporations and the government work hand-in-hand. In 
the coming decades, it’s possible that these unions will 
grow and develop, and allow for workers to have control 
over important decisions from the bottom up, rather than 
the other way around.
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Kings Island Campground
By Laurel Gibbins

Editor@lfgibbins9212

Recently, Kings Island has released the plans for their 
newest attraction after the construction of Orion (the 
newest roller coaster); a campground. When people think 
of Kings Island, they think of giant roller coasters and 
water slides, not camping. However, Kings Island officials 
are confident that the new campground, which is expected 
to be completed by the spring, will bring more guests to 
the park. 

The campground, named Camp Cedar, is expected to 
cost twenty-seven million dollars to construct and will 
feature seventy-three cottages, one hundred and sixty-four 
full-service RV sites, and a Grand Lodge named Hornbeam 
Lodge on fifty acres. One hundred additional cottages are 
already planned to be constructed after the grand opening. 
There will be multiple pools, including an adult-only pool, 
and unique dining experiences. Camp Cedar is located less 
than a mile from the entrance of Kings Island. 

According to visitcampcedar.com, Camp Cedar offers 
five different cottage models: Hickory, Aspen, Mulberry, 

Sycamore, and Birch. These are luxury cottages that 
feature a kitchen, free WIFI, fire pits, and room to sleep 
four to eight people depending on the cottage. Currently, 
there is no word on how much the cottages will be to rent, 
but parkgoers can expect special pricing and packages. 
The RV sites feature full hookup abilities, grills, and 
firepits. Again, there is no word on how much it will cost 
to rent a RV site. The Deerfield Springs pool at Camp 
Cedar features a waterfall and the Kingfisher Landing pool 
is the adults-only. There are four different restaurants: The 
Grill’s Hot give guests kits with everything they need to 
grill themselves at their cottage or at their RV site, The 
Dry Bean is a coffee cafe and gelato shop, Belize Street is 
a collection of local food trucks, and Ironwood Grill and 
Tap is a casual sit down restaurant in Hornbeam Lodge. 
For shopping, Camp Cedar will have a camp store where 
guests can buy keepsakes and everything they need for 
camping, such as s’mores ingredients. In addition to 
everything one could want in a campground resort, Camp 
Cedar also offers different experiences with the Peanuts 

characters. There will be character dining, a parade of 
characters, and photo opportunities with characters. In 
order to help guests get around the campground, golf carts 
are available to rent. For those who want to take a break 
from riding roller coasters, there is a walking trail and a 
fitness center. There is even a dog park for furry friends. 

The idea of a campground at Kings Island was shocking 
to some because a quick Google search lists almost twenty 
campgrounds in the surrounding area. In addition, Great 
Wolf Lodge is just down the street. Although there are 
other camping options around Kings Island, the Camp 
Ceder investment is hoped to be very beneficial, especially 
after a summer season that was plagued by coronavirus 
and as a result, decreased attendance. 

Camp Cedar is expected to be a great addition to Kings 
Island. Before this addition, there was nowhere to stay 
directly on Kings Island property. Guests had to stay in 
a hotel away from the park which is very inconvenient. 
Now, guests can stay less than a mile away from the park 
entrance. 

photo courtesy of CPFOOD Blog

photo courtesy of Kings Island

The Beast is a favorite ride at Kings Island. It 
was one of the first coasters that built at KI.

photo credit of Kings Island

Orion is ready for riding. It was built last year at Kings Island.

photo credit of Kings Island

This is a sample cabin for Camp Cedar. The campground was conceived by KI developers.
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Christmas break was well earned this school year, with 
COVID-19 making the school year a bit different and 
harder to handle. However, we all made it through the 
semester, and on December 18, 2020 Loveland students 
left school with excitement for a chance to sleep in until 
12 in the afternoon. Of course, not everyone celebrates 
Christmas, and if you didn’t I hope you had a good holiday, 
regardless of what you believe in. 

To those who do celebrate Christmas, the presents are 
one of the most exciting parts of the holiday along with 
the long break from classes (some of us may be too shy to 
admit it). Not only is receiving gifts great but so is giving 
them! I could hardly sit still waiting for it to be Christmas 
Eve so that I could give my brothers and sisters their gifts. 

On the topic of gifts, I asked a bunch of people what their 
favorite gift of the holiday was. Personally, my favorite 
gifts were my albums, (yes I still use CDS). Here are some 
of the responses I got about students’ favorite gifts!

Bella Kern (9) told me she got a Nintendo switch! We 
actually got one as a family gift this Christmas, too! They 
are so much fun to play even though it causes fights during 
Mario Kart.

Abby Richardson (11) said that she got a “Comfy” 
which I’d never heard of before that. So naturally, I looked 
it up. If you didn’t know what it was let me enlighten you. 
A comfy is a WEARABLE blanket. You heard me right, a 

blanket that you can wear. 
Meakah Little (11) had to explain to me what a 

“Rocketbook” was and it is amazing. You can write with 
this fancy pen and scan what you’ve written, coloring in 
icons to decide where the app should send the scan! Very 
tech fancy and beneficial during the school year.

A close friend of mine from out of town told me about 
their new camcorder that they’ve gotten and actually 
started a Youtube channel with it, super cool! 

Isa Abrinica (11) told me that she got their first car for 
Christmas! That is super awesome, congratulations!

Kali Egan (12) said that she got some Converse! You 
can never go wrong with Converse, they have the coolest 
design.

Nancy Taylor McKibben (11) at first confused me, 
explaining that she got, “Furry Dudes.” I wondered if that 
meant she got a puppy. I eventually found out that they 
were a brand of shoe and in this case, fuzzy. Very cool, 
unfortunately not a puppy. 

Maddixx Fuchs (11) got an iPad and Apple Pencil! I 
recently saved up for one myself and they are a wonder. 

Alex Nunn (10) said that their favorite gift was some of 
the makeup brushes they got.

My grandma, Mimi Cathy, said that her gift of the year 
was getting to see her family together after a whole year. 
It was great to see them; we hadn’t seen each other since 
Christmas 2019! 

It sounds like everyone got some very cool gifts this 
year, ending 2020 on somewhat of a good note. Now to 
restart the Christmas countdown! 330 days to go!

By Grace Nunn
Editor  @gracegnunn

Favorite Christmas Gifts of 2020

Staff Writer
By Skylar Lundeen 

       @lovelandroar

Most Chaotic Year in History: 2020
2020 was a year full of chaos. The election, quarantine, 

BLM riots, and the deadly pandemic all caused turmoil 
within twelve months. Over the months, I recognized 
that quarantine caused completely different mental states 
for different kinds of people. Some students said that 
quarantine brought their mood down while others said that 
it motivated them to workout more and do things to better 
themselves and their bodies. The astronomical jump in free 
time led people of all ages to find new hobbies; baking, 
family walks, watching Tik Tok, sleeping, and binging 
TV shows were all activities that people did to keep 
themselves busy during quarantine. Chloe Ting’s 2 week 
workout program also caught the attention of many teen 
girls. This workout routine was extremely annoying, in my 
opinion, and could have been made with a higher variety 
of exercises to make the experience more interesting and 
enjoyable.

Coming from someone who has the Coronavirus, it is 

not fun. I have heard of a range of symptoms from a stuffy 
nose to vomiting. Whether someone feels symptoms of 
the virus or not, the long term effects are still unknown. 
Like the virus, the vaccine that was produced recently has 
evidence showing that it could affect fertility. It is advised 
that anyone under the age of 16 should not get the vaccine 
until it is proven that there are no long term side effects. 
Since the virus started, there had been conspiracy theories 
that China created the virus to wipe out some of their 
overcrowded population, and the vaccine showing that it 
could potentially affect fertility is suspicious.

Even with the Coronavirus and all the hardships that 
came from that, there was still the Black Lives Matter 
movement that made 2020 even more impactful. There 
were  riots in the streets of almost every big city. George 
Floyd’s death on May 25.2020 was an extremely impactful 
part of the Black Lives Matter movement. It opened 
the eyes of Americans on the fear black people have 
living in America. Riots broke out all over the country. 
An organization, Antifa, burned down buildings and 

vandalized property with no remorse. Many say destroying 
businesses that aren’t chains was not the way protesters 
should have handled the situation. Black Lives Matter was 
a huge part of 2020 and the movement will continue to 
make an impact in 2021. 

On top of the very recognizable chaos the year brought, 
the election also induced underlying tension. This election, 
I feel like everyone has something to say. In previous years, 
I was under the impression that no one really cared about 
who was president. This year, the election seemed like the 
deal of the century. No one seemed to agree on anything 
the other party had to say. The election was the only thing 
my parents talked about for three months. Everywhere 
I went I would see Trump flags flying from a truck or 
massive signs covering half of someone’s yard. I would 
click on Instagram and all I would see was celebrities 
endorsing Biden and encouraging their followers to vote. 
In conclusion, 2020 was a year to remember with many 
ups and downs, but all we can hope for is a better new 
year!
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Producing The Roar
Are you enjoying reading this newspaper? Whether 

or not you are, you may be wondering how exactly this 
newspaper was produced. How do the students come 
up with topics to write about? How do they refine their 
articles? How does Journalism class work? I figured I 
would answer these questions and show you what it’s 
like for those of us on The Roar staff.

The first step in writing an article is, obviously, 
figuring out what you are talking about. This may sound 
easy, considering you can choose almost any topic to 
write an article about. But this isn’t always the case, 
especially for me. I always have trouble coming up with 
meaningful topics to write about. The main reason is 
because I am not exactly a person who pays attention to 
current interests.  I mostly only hear news through other 
people, so I don’t really know what people would be 
interested in reading about. 

For example, I only thought of writing this article 
because I was brainstorming ideas with my parents, and 
one of them suggested writing about why I found it hard 
to think of stuff to write about as a joke. I considered 
it, and through discussion with other members of The 
Roar, it evolved into this article you’re reading. 

Another obstacle you encounter when thinking of 
articles to write is if it will stay relevant. It usually takes 
a little less than a month in order for an issue to be made 
from start to finish, so you have to think about what will 
remain topical, even a few weeks after you first write it.

After the articles have been written, the editors look 
over them and provide feedback that we use to make a 
final draft. The editors are senior members of The Roar 
who look over and verify everything we write or design 
before we use it. I’m glad the editors are around, because 
that way I know I won’t make some silly mistake and 
have it be released anyway. 

After I’ve told you all of these steps that we take 
to put The Roar together, you may be wondering how 
this functions as a class. How does a class develop a 

full newspaper, with advertisements and all, while also 
learning just like you’re supposed to in school? Well, 
Journalism class does mostly consist of producing The 
Roar, which is learning in itself. We gain experience 
from producing The Roar and learning how to write 
articles. However, we didn’t just pop in on the first 
day of class and start making a newspaper. Before we 
even attempted anything to do with The Roar, we first 
researched how professional new sources structured 
their articles. We also took vocab quizzes on Journalism 
jargon that we should know. While it may seem weird 
that we, as a class, spend more time producing The Roar 
than anything else, it is a fantastic way to learn about 
journalism firsthand.

I hope that this gives you more insight into the 
Journalism class as well as The Roar. I also hope that 
now you may think about joining Journalism next year.

T h e  O f f i c e  L e ave s  Netflix
Much to the dismay of its millions of fans, The Office 
was removed from Netflix on December 31st of 2020, 
moving to NBCUniversal’s new platform “Peacock” 
for 5 years (people.com). It was found to be Netflix’s 
most popular show on the site, receiving 45.8 billion 
minutes of watch-time in 2019 alone. If that doesn’t 
put into perspective how loved The Office is, a very 
popular Netflix series, Stranger Things, received 27.6 
billion minutes of watch-time in 2019, and Stranger 
Things seemed to be the show of the year for a lot of 
people. Also, take into account how old The Office is. 
It debuted on March 24, 2005, on NBC. Some of you 
freshmen may have not even been born yet if you’re on 
the younger side. Considering how old the show is, it 
is doing considerably well almost 16 years later vs its opponents that are being produced in 2019-2021!

I thought of this article because my cousins spoke to 
me about how upset they were that it was leaving. My 
older cousin even considered purchasing a Peacock 
subscription rather than the Netflix one that they already 
had. Peacock not only has a free service but it has more 
premium services that are much cheaper than that of 
Netflix. You can unlock all the content on Peacock 
with ads for $5 a month, or without for $10 (cnet.com). 
Netflix however, has their cheapest subscription price 
at $9, going as high as $17.99 monthly (help.netflix.
com). If, like most, you continually watched The Office 
on Netflix because there was nothing else to watch, 
Peacock may be the better option for you. 
I was told by my cousin that The Office was like “white 
noise” for their apartment. Something to always keep 
on the TV and glance at when you weren’t busy. I asked 
students what they thought and was actually met with 

more criticism than I expected. Olivia Hughes (11)Olivia Hughes (11) 
told me, “I don’t really care the show is leaving, lol. I 
never really saw the hype about it.” while Isa Abrinica 
(11) didn’t seem to be too dismayed when she told me, 
“More importantly: Netflix removed Gossip Girl.”
Others seemed to be just as dismayed as I was when I 
heard the news. Big time The Office fan, and friend of 
mine, Samantha Badzik (11) expressed her sadness but 
also let sad viewers in on a little secret when she told 
me, “I’m sad it’s gone but soap.2day.to has a bunch of 
shows including The Office free.” Everyone can thank 
her for that bit.
Netflix has truly messed up in this situation, and with 
the not so good originals they put out every month, I 
don’t know how much longer Netflix will be as popular. 
Maybe, this is Disney+’s time to shine along with other 
services like Roku. Personally, I think we should bring 
back BlockBuster. The countless jokes and pranks 
pulled on The Office will never be forgotten. So long, (It 
is still out there, but let me be dramatic).

This is the 6th year of The Roar’s website. This was the publication’s original logo in 2015.

Go Tigers! The LHS Newspaper gets it’s 
nickname from the school mascot, the tigers.

The Office along with a few other NBC shows 
will be parting ways with Netflix. The deal to 
move the hit show cost nearly $500 million.

The main character, Michael Scott, is played by 
famous comedian Steven Carell. Carell starred 
in 7 of the 9 seasons. 

By Sean Behling 
Staff Writer   @lovelandroar

By Grace Nunn
Editor  @gracegnunn
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Christmas In Quarantine
By Aaron Krabacher
     @aaronkrabacher     Staff Writer

Over holiday break, I was given a gift that was not on 
my Christmas list. COVID-19. For a couple weeks, I was 
locked in the house with nothing to do. During the first 
few days, I developed a sore throat and general achiness 
in different parts of my body. I didn’t think much of it as 
I was in basketball season at the time, in which achiness 
is normal from time to time. But, one afternoon a few 
days into the break, I was drinking a Gatorade when I 
noticed it began to taste funny. At first, I thought it could 
be something I had eaten earlier that made the Gatorade 
taste weird, but as I continued to drink it, the taste became 
fainter and fainter. I knew something was wrong. I had to 
get a test which came back positive a few days later. My 
ten day quarantine had started. 

I developed symptoms during the weekend, so passing 
the time for the first few days was easy. It involved 

watching sports like football and basketball. However, 
when Monday came around, killing time became much 
more difficult. I started a 1000 piece puzzle, and with my 
puzzle building ability, this took a significant amount of 
time. I also watched classic Christmas movies like Die 
Hard, National Lampoon’s Christmas Vacation, and Elf. 
Throughout my quarantine, my family members who still 
had their taste made delicious meals like steak and mashed 
potatoes, honey glazed ham, and Swedish meatballs. Much 
to my dismay, I couldn’t taste any of these personal favorite 
meals and was forced to rely on my feel of texture to figure 
out exactly what I was digesting. 

Days continued to pass without my taste, and I grew 
increasingly impatient. Four or five days without taste and I 
resorted to eating things that I knew I would be able to taste. 
Using Clicklist from Kroger because of the quarantine, I 
added two bags of peppermints to the cart as well as a couple 
lemons and limes. While they didn’t taste particularly good, 
especially the lime, it was a relief to be able to taste food 

for the first time in what seemed like months. Despite the 
ability to taste good food, I was able to take advantage of 
not being able to taste. I began to eat foods like spinach 
and kale without spitting them out because of the bad taste. 

About a week into having COVID-19, I began to get 
restless staying inside and I wanted to return to normal 
exercise. After all, I would be able to return to basketball 
in only a week and staying in condition would be a 
priority. The first couple days of exercise were difficult. 
A combination of no physical activity for a week and 
being infected with a respiratory illness made cardio 
difficult. But, after struggling through two days of cardio, 
I was finally able to rebuild the progress I had lost before 
quarantine.

Overall, with or without symptoms of COVID-19, 
quarantine can get quite boring. Keep yourself safe and 
those around who might be at high risk for more severe 
symptoms than yourself.

Photo courtesy of emeals.comPhoto courtesy of Collider

LHS In The Workplace
By Kate Carpenter

               @kate_carp   Editor

The quintessential part of the high school 
experience is beginning to work at a job 
and earning your own money in order to 
gain more independence. I sat down with 
a few students to get their thoughts about 
working at a job with their perpetually 
busy schedules and the uncertainty of the 
COVID-19 Pandemic. 

Where do you work? And what exactly 
do you do?

Ella Clemons (10) I am a Dietary Aide 
at The Lodge Retirement Community

Mia Bachman (10) I work at Old 
Navy. There are three main positions in 
the store where I may get placed to work. 
Some days I am on fitting rooms, where 
I put the clothes that people don’t want 

back on hangers, or fold them, and place 
them back on the sales floor.  I may also 
work the sales floor, where I walk around 
the store and straighten clothes that are 
unfolded and keep the store neat and 
organized. The third position is at the cash 
register, where I help customers pay for 
their merchandise. 

Molly O’Keefe (12) I am a Dietary 
Aide at the Lodge Retirement Community

Madeline Walulik (11) I worked as a 
ride operator at Kings Island. I worked at 
the Antique cars and the Windseeker 

How long have you been at your job?
Ella- 5 months
Mia- 5 months 
Molly - 1 year and 7 months
Madeline- 4 ½ months
How has COVID impacted your job?
Molly- Normally, we serve food in the 

dining room, with residents at tables with 

all their friends and sometimes family. 
Now, it’s all delivery and the residents 
rarely get to interact with anyone outside 
of the dining room staff and nurses. 

Mia- We  have a routine of sanitization 
where we have to wipe all the fitting rooms 
down. We also have to wear gloves if we 
are at the register, and we wash our hands 
after each customer transaction. There are 
plexiglass barriers at the registers to keep 
customers at a safe distance and to keep 
each associate safe. 

Madeline- It’s added a lot of new tasks 
we have to do and protocols we have to 
follow.

How do you balance work, school, and 
a social life?

Mia- It requires keeping a schedule for 
everything I want to do each week. The 
days that I am remote for school, I try

to work ahead. While my goal is to 
earn money for college, I try to make 
sure that I don’t schedule myself too 
much at work so I have time to do my 
homework, participate in extracurricular 
activities, and hang out with friends.

What is the most rewarding part of 
your job?

Ella- Getting to interact with 
the residents and getting to build 
relationships with them. Even though 
we do have to deal with death pretty 
regularly, we get to make their time 
there enjoyable.

Molly- Talking to the residents and 
connecting with them.

Getting a job when you’re young can 
be a challenge for many, but as these 
people show, there are many incredible 
things that you can experience. 

Photo courtesy of caring.com Photo courtesy of oldnavy.gap.com   Photo courtesy of visitkingsisland.com
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The Mandalorian Season 2 Wows Audiences

Evolution of Streaming Television
By Sean Behling 

Staff Writer   @lovelandroar

By Sam Neiger 
Staff Writer     @lovelandroar 

Despite the striking of a new year, the 
pandemic rages on. Because of this, I think 
we should take a more in-depth look at 
one of the things that have entertained us 
the most while being stuck inside. I am, of 
course, talking about streaming services. 
While there are multiple types of streaming 
services (music, video games, youtubers, 
etc.), I am talking more on the subject of 
streaming tv shows and movies. With a 
number of different services for streaming 
television nowadays, I think we should 
take a look back and remember how it’s 
changed.

One of the first sources of streaming 
tv shows was iTunes, which in 2005 
began offering select television programs 
available for download. Online streaming 
would come closer to what we know today 
with Amazon Prime Video, released as 
Amazon Unbox, in September of 2006. 
However, this service was only available 
in the United States when it first released, 

and would not be released worldwide until 
2016. Still, a bigger name in television 
streaming was about to hit the scene.

Netflix was originally created in the late 
1990s as a website for the sale and rental 
of DVDs. Netflix decided to move on from 
its original business of mailing DVDs and 
began providing streaming content in 2007. 
Like Amazon, however, this was only in 
the United States, and Netflix wouldn’t 
start into the international market until 
2010. Since then, Netflix has flourished, 
becoming one of the most well-known TV 
streaming services. Over time, it helped to 
define what exactly television streaming 
could be, and today most people around 
the globe have at least heard of it. It’s held 
such a substantial role in its field that it’s 
become synonymous with the whole idea 
of streaming television.

However, when all of these services 
were just coming out, pretty much the only 
way to watch it was to do it online through 
a browser or application. Widespread use 
of streaming on actual televisions would 
not come until later, with the invention of 
Smart TVs. Smart TVs gained popularity 
during 2010 and what’s important about 
them is how they partnered with different 
streaming services. Smart TVs introduced 
the idea of streaming applications 
downloaded onto your TV. This allowed 
for streaming services to reach a wider 
audience and made it more accessible 
overall.

Streaming continued to develop over 

the next couple of years until it took a big 
turn more recently. Disney+ was created 
in November of 2019, pulling all of its 
movies and tv shows from Netflix to create 
its own standalone streaming service. With 
many people looking for ways to entertain 
themselves while stuck indoors, streaming 
services boomed. Disney+ pulled in 
consumers with classic favorites, as well as 
new exclusive shows. This was a massive 
success and, after only 5 months, managed 
to gain 50 million paid subscribers 
worldwide, which was originally expected 

to take until 2022. Seeing this massive 
success, other television providers decided 
they would try and join the market, as well. 
Some examples of new streaming services 
include HBO Max, which released in 
late May of 2020, and Discovery+ which 
released earlier this month.

This catches you up on some of how 
television streaming has changed over the 
years. It will be quite interesting to see just 
how much streaming and television evolve 
going forward.

Photo courtesy of Business InsiderPhoto courtesy of CNN

When the first season of the hit sci-fi 
series The Mandalorian headed to Disney+ 
in November of 2019 audiences of all ages 
became enthralled by the bounty hunter 
in armor. The action was superb and the 
storylines left both casual fans and Star 
Wars experts on the edge of their seats 
and ready for more. People fell in love 
with Din Djarin and his beloved sidekick 
lovingly referred to by fans as Baby Yoda. 
The side characters, both protagonists and 
antagonists, added significant intrigue to 
the development of the plot, and planets 
both familiar and brand new provided 
a beautiful visual spectacle right in the 
homes of viewers. Overall, season one was 

a huge success, and was certified fresh 
by Rotten Tomatoes with a 93% approval 
rating.

As fans of the show began to prepare 
for a sequel season, rumors began to 
swirl about the possibility of the return 
of familiar characters, and that’s when 
the theories started. Speculations arose 
about the return of characters who had 
long been thought to be dead as well as 
how Baby Yoda would fit into the overall 
storyline. From the getgo of season two, 
it was obvious that the conflict between 
the Mandalorian and his allies, and 
Moff Gideon’s Imperial remnant, would 
certainly heat up.

The action in season 2 was even greater 
than that of season one. The battles 

between armies and sometimes even the 
battles between man and beast was some 
of the best action in all of Star Wars to 
date. The duels were heated, and the main 
characters were highlighted well in fight 
scenes that showcased their power. Din 
Djarin himself stood out above the rest 
with his skill as a trained bounty hunter 
being put to good use fighting foes all 
around the galaxy far far away.

Off the battlefield, however, Din was 
just as great as actor Pedro Pascal found 
the perfect balance between being a 
grizzled mercenary and a loving father 
figure to Baby Yoda. There were plenty of 
great bonding scenes between the two in 
this season setting their relationship up for 
an exciting climax.

Of course, the cuteness of Baby Yoda 
did not go unnoticed, and although he 
found himself away from the action, he 
still managed to be an integral part of the 
show both through his adorable looks, and 
his actions.

The storytelling also reigned supreme 
as each episode provided a different 
adventure for the Mandalorian and his 
companion. New characters, and new 
conflicts were introduced to help drive 
the series on a linear plot despite having 
a different central focus in every episode. 
While at times it feels like some episodes 
were created to be fillers meant to drag 
out the long-awaited spoilers, the action in 
every episode made up for it.

All in all, there was a lot to unpack from 
season two, but certainly audiences will be 
wanting more Mandalorian action soon. 
Thankfully fans will get the season three 
they hope for, but they will have to wait 
until December to be thrilled yet again.Photo courtesy of CinemaBlend

Photo courtesy of Entertainment Weekly
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Kobe Bryant’s Legacy: One Year Later

Smith Joins Prest igious Heisman Roster

Smith runs for a touchdown against Ohio State in the BCS National 
Championship. The wide out capped off a stellar season as a national 
champion.

Smith strikes a pose with the iconic Heisman Trophy. The wideout 
recently declared for the 2021 NFL Draft.

By Aaron Krabacher 
Staff Writer                  @aaron_krabacher 

By Aaron Morton 
Staff Writer                  @aaronmorton 

January 26th marks exactly one year after the tragic 
death of retired basketball superstar, Kobe Bryant and his 
daughter Gianna. Kobe and Gianna were on their way in 
a helicopter to the Mamba Sports Academy, where Bryant 
was scheduled to coach his daughter’s basketball team. 
This was nothing out of the ordinary, as Bryant frequently 
used this mode of transportation to navigate Los Angeles 
traffic. However, the early morning fog surrounding the 
helicopter was much thicker than normal. At 9:47 AM, 
911 calls came in about a helicopter that had crashed and 
burned near Calabasas, California. Many people around 
the area began to film the crash, although they could not 
make out any people inside the helicopter or the first 
responders because of the thick fog.

At 11:24 AM, TMZ was the first to confirm the death of 
Bryant and his daughter. This would later be looked down 
upon, as TMZ broke the news so early that the coroner 
did not have the time to notify Bryant’s family about the 
crash. It was confirmed later that day by multiple sources 
that Kobe, Gianna and seven other people aboard the 
helicopter had perished. 

The accident drew global attention because of Bryant’s 
notoriety, but also because he was so respected and loved 
by all. During his lifetime, Bryant coined the phrase 
“Mamba Mentality,” stemming from his unbelievable 
work ethic both in the NBA and his personal life. Bryant 
was known to show up for practices at 5:00 AM that 
started at 8:00 AM and make his teammates stay after to 
play games of one-on-one to one hundred. Bryant was the 
ultimate competitor, with former teammates calling him 

“relentless” in practice with the only goal in mind to be the 
greatest basketball player ever. 

The mourning and remembrance of Kobe and Gianna 
lasted for several months. The following day, all teams 
in the NBA took 24 second shot clock violations, paying 
homage to Kobe’s iconic number. On January 30th, the 
Lakers’ first game since Kobe’s death, the game was 
preceded by multiple speeches, including one by LeBron 
James and one by Michael Jordan, two of Kobe’s close 
friends. When the Lakers’ starting five players were 
announced, every player’s name was announced as Kobe 
Bryant. 

One year later, Bryant’s legacy continues to live on. On 
top of his five championships and many other basketball 
accolades, Bryant’s mindset and approach to basketball 
will be what is remembered for many years to come. Kobe 
Bryant once said, “I see the beauty in getting up in the 
morning and being in pain because I know all the hard 
work that it took to get to this point.” Though many active 
and former players exemplify hard work, Bryant’s name 
is above all. His work ethic was so much bigger than all 
other players, which allowed Kobe to have confidence in 
himself and take control of every team that he played for. 
All in all, the tragic death of Kobe Bryant should come 
with both mourning of a lost one, but also celebration for 
the traits that he portrayed when he was alive.
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Bryant’s focus and “Mamba Mentality” 
during the game. This same focus drove 
him to greatness both on and off the court 
throughout his personal life and career. 
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Kobe posing for a picture with his third 
daughter Gianna, a baskebtall player much 
like her father. Gianna  tragically passed away 
with her father.

The Heisman, the pinnacle of individual excellence 
in college football. A prestigious accomplishment that 
inducts players into an elite fraternity of past college 
football stars. This year's Heisman candidate list included 
an extremely talented enumeration of tomorrow's NFL 
record grabbers and Super Bowl winners. The list included 
Trevor Lawrence (Clemson), Justin Fields (Ohio State), 
Mac Jones (Alabama), and Devonta Smith (Alabama).

On Tuesday, January 5th, for the first time in three 
decades, a wide receiver has won the Heisman. Alabama 
senior Devonta Smith was presented the award during a 
virtual ceremony. Smith became the third Alabama player 
to claim college football's most distinguished award, and 
the first receiver to win it since Michigan's Desmond 
Howard in 1991. Despite only standing a slight 6-foot-
1 and weighing 175 pounds, Smith quickly became the 
best wide receiver and the most accomplished player this 
college football season. He leads the FBS in receptions 
(105), receiving yards (1,641) and receiving touchdowns 

(20) all while dropping only two passes all season. Along 
the way, he set an SEC record for career touchdowns and 
an Alabama record for career receiving yards. But Smith 
did more than just catch passes this season. He returned a 
punt for one touchdown and rushed for another this season.

Along with winning the Heisman, Smith was recently 
named the Associated Press Player of the Year. Not too 
bad for a lanky kid from Tangipahoa Parish who took a 
moment during his acceptance speech to encourage kids 
like him, "To all the young kids out there that's not the 
biggest, not the strongest, just keep pushing, because I'm 
not the biggest," he said. "I've been doubted a lot just 
because of my size. Really, it just comes down to you put 
your mind to it, you can do it. No job is too big."

During his freshman season, Smith gained national 
recognition when he caught the game winning pass from 
Tua Tagovailoa in the 2018 College Football National 
Championship versus Georgia. When asked about that 
moment, Smith was apathetic towards reliving the moment. 
As he would later claim, "I don't care too much about the 
catch no more. It's a new year. We're moving on."

However, injuries plagued his sophomore year, along 
with being overshadowed by an elite receiving core of 
future first rounders in Jerry Jeudy, Henry Ruggs III, and 
Jaylen Waddle. Even after an impressive 14 touchdown 
junior season, Smith managed to stay under the radar. 
But this season, Jeudy and Ruggs having departed for the 
NFL, and Waddle injured early in the year, Smith was able 
to shine.

A week after Waddle's injury, Smith scored four 
touchdowns in a win over Mississippi State. He would 
score a pair of touchdowns in each of the next two games 
against Kentucky and Auburn, before returning home to 
Louisiana and scoring three times against LSU.

Alabama head coach Nick Saban characterizes the wide 
receiver as a hard worker who does everything exactly 
right. "He has a great understanding of what he needs to 
do to make plays, and he makes them every chance he 
gets."

The well-rounded combination of his football IQ and 
Smith's impressive athleticism made him a household 
name in 2021.
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The regular season of maybe the most memorable 
edition of NFL football has finally finished. Some would 
consider it a miracle that the league has made it through 
the regularly scheduled seventeen weeks, but there is still 
a long way to go. With the Super Bowl scheduled for 
February 7, and the league expanding the playoffs from 12 
to 14 teams there is still a lot of football left to be played.

The playoffs are the best time of the year in the NFL, 
and an expanded Wild Card Weekend means that fans 
can enjoy two more matchups featuring the second and 
seventh best teams in each conference. This means that 
audiences will get a taste of both the Buffalo Bills and the 
New Orleans Saints on weekend one of the playoffs.

NFL Playoffs Preview
By Sam Neiger 

Staff Writer    @lovelandroar 

The AFC has been recognized as the stronger of the two 
conferences as seen through the ten-win Miami Dolphins 
being left out of playoff contention in a crushing 30 point 
loss in week 17 allowing the 11-5 Indianapolis Colts to 
squeak into the Wild Card to play the Bills. Other matchups 
on Wild Card Weekend in the AFC will include a third 
edition of the Northern Division rematch between the 
once 11-0 Pittsburgh Steelers and the Cleveland Browns 
who haven’t made the playoffs since 2003. The last AFC 
Wild Card matchup features a rematch from the playoffs 
last year where the Tennessee Titans toppled the heavily 
favored Baltimore Ravens. This year it is a reversal of 
fortunes as the Titans go in as AFC South Champions, and 
the Ravens sit as the fifth seed in the AFC.

In terms of the NFC, the Packers and Saints have 
elevated themselves leaps and bounds ahead of the rest of 
the field. As the two seed, the Saints must face the Chicago 
Bears’ struggling offense in the Wild Card. As for the other 
first-round matchups, the struggling Seattle Seahawks 
look vulnerable in an in-division matchup against the 
resurging Rams. Another intriguing matchup includes the 
fifth seeded Tampa Bay Buccaneers taking on the NFC 
East Champions, the Washington Football Team, who 
have a losing record and were somehow able to get into the 
playoffs over the rest of a pitiful division with only 7 wins.

So out of these 14 teams, who has the best shot at coming 
out on top as league champions? Right now, the safest bet 
lies with the top seeded Kansas City Chiefs who have 

lost just two games this season. However, the Chiefs find 
themselves in a loaded AFC with no team having fewer 
than 11 wins. The clearer path to the Super Bowl certainly 
lies in the NFC with the Green Bay Packers and MVP 
candidate Aaron Rodgers whose only real threat appears 
to be the New Orleans Saints led by a less-than-impressive 
Drew Brees. It’s still too early to tell which teams could 
pull off an upset and make a deep run into the playoffs, but 
the top two seeded teams in each conference are always 
safe picks especially this year.

No matter the path to the Super Bowl, the NFL playoffs 
are going to be as thrilling as always, with plenty of 
surprises, and some great football. Until then all fans can 
do is hope that their team comes out on top.
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