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Students seek service 
opportunities in community

Service has been an activity that the 
administration has tried to instill in 
students for years. 

“Service is not just important to the 
community, but it’s important for students 
to look past themselves to see a bigger 
view of the world,” Mrs. Peggy Johnson 
(Principal) said. 

The school has even instituted clubs 
and organizations to get people more 
involved, but for the past few months, 
more students have taken action on their 
own. 

Lauren Parker (11) has been an active 
helper at the LIFE Food Pantry since she 
was in the fourth grade, but this year she 
decided to help organize students for the 
Thanksgiving drive. Students worked for 
almost two hours by putting canned food 
items into boxes that would be picked up 
by families that needed a meal. 

“It was great to see the community 
come together to help others in the 
community get food so they can celebrate 
the holidays,” Parker said. 

Senior Service Leaders, Katelyn 
Warden, Tarah Wagner, and Grace 
Fjelstul worked at St. Francis Seraph 

School on Senior Service Day. They were 
touched by the children and the staff and 
wanted to continue to help in some way. 

Warden, Wagner, and Fjelstul organized 
a toy drive from December 1st to 
December 13th for community members 
to drop off gently used or new winter 
clothes and toys for the parents to pick 
up to give to their children. Each grade 
was in charge of bringing different items. 
Boxes were placed outside the main office 
for the items to be donated.  

Katie McElveen (12) has been involved 
in service since seventh grade when she 
started her own charity, Windows of 
Hope. Windows of Hope is a charity that 
supports families staying at the Ronald 
McDonald House (RMH). McElveen 
met with families staying at RMH and 
painted a window based on what they 
would want to see outside their window. 
She has painted over 50 windows and is 
working on a project to spread the joy 
Windows of Hope has brought to families 
in Cincinnati.

I have always loved working with the 
families and kids at the Ronald McDonald 
House,” McElveen said. “I felt like I 
could bring hope through art.” 

McElveen was also awarded 
Outstanding Youth in Philanthropy by the 
Association of Fundraising Professionals 
on November 15th for her work with 
RMH and Windows of Hope. 

Jonah Smith (11) and Ben Cummins 
(11) have worked with the NEST program 
for the past few years helping tutor 
kids after school at Robinson Park. The 
program runs from 3-6 during the week. 
When the students arrive, they receive a 
snack and then play a game of dodge ball, 
kickball, or soccer. They end their time 
at NEST getting help on homework or 
studying for tests.

“I enjoy helping at NEST because 
many of the kids don’t have a great home 
situation and it’s nice to know you can be 
a good example for these kids,” Cummins 
said. 

The volunteers also discussed how they 
don’t do it for themselves; they do it for 
the benefit of others.

“I wanted to help families during the 
holiday season so they could get a meal. 
Although it looks great for National Honor 
Society and on my college application, I 
actually wanted to do something to give 
back,” Parker said. 

By Claire Beran
Sports Editor@TheClaireBeran

Seniors Grace Fjelstul, Katelyn Warden, 
and Tarah Wagner pose with children 
from the St. Francis Seraph School toy 
drive. “The holidays are a time of giving 
and we felt that St. Francis Seraph 
deserves to have some of the resources 
we are so blessed with. People have no 
idea [of] the incredible impact they are 
making on St. Francis’ students and staff. 
It’s truly amazing to see,” Wagner said.

Leaders in Technology is a program 
where students are in a class which 
provides broad technical support for the 
school.

Staff members Amanda Bimonte 
(Leaders in Technology Teacher), Reed 
Crumley (Technology Assistant), John 
Munnis (Technology Assistant) guide 
students through any technological issues 
they encounter.

Guidance counselors and teachers 
recommend students for the program.

 “I was recommended by Phil Marchal 
(Computer Science Teacher) for an 
interview,” Mitchell Saatkamp (12) said.

Many of the students have taken 
computer science classes before being in 
Leaders in Technology.

“I was recommended by Mr. Marchal as 
well, because I was in his AP Computer 
Science class,” Sean Ovens (12) said.

Once a student is recommended, he or 
she must go through an interview process 

conducted by David Knapp (Loveland 
School District Director of Technology).

After students are accepted into the 
program, they receive help and training 
from Mr. Crumley and Mr. Munnis.

Mr. Crumley is focused more on the 
physical breaks or fixes, such as a broken 
screen on a Chromebook or other minor 
breaks, while Mr. Munnis helps students 
repair connection, printing, and some 
software issues.

“These kids are absolutely amazing and 
are a huge help,” Mr. Munnis said.

Mr. Crumley shared his sentiments.
 “[The] Students are focused on 

technological fixes and new tech and have 
a tech interest,” Mr. Crumley said.

The students are also helping students 
from the middle school get involved in 
technology.

“We have had students form the Leaders 
in Technology class go down to the 7th and 
8th graders to teach them how to use a 3D 
printer,” Mrs. Bimonte said.

To check out a Chromebook, the class 
has set up a station where any student can 
fill out a form to check out a Chromebook.

The students also help train others on 
the use of new tech into the classroom, 
such as the new monitors in the new 
classrooms located in the Library as well 
as any other tech in the school, such as 
projectors, staff computers, and student 
computers.

Anyone can visit the “Leaders in 
Technology” booth for help with their 
Chromebook or personal device. 

“The students help the school be one 
student to one device and keep all of 
the devices working,” Mr. Crumley 
said.

In the future the faculty would like to 
get the students in the classrooms more 
to provide more training.

“We would like to have the students 
implement more technology and not 
just help with a broken laptop,” Mrs. 
Bimonte said.

By Christian Harris
Staff Writer

LIT program progresses, hopes to expand
@Chris7ianHarris
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Trump’s victory sparks recount, 
debate, protests, questions

In the time since the upset victory, 
according to the New York Times, of 
President-elect, Donald Trump, over 

Democratic candidate, Hillary Clinton, a 
number of questions and issues have risen, 
some of which call into question, or even 
threaten to undermine Trump’s electoral 
victory. Others are about his prospective 
actions as president and conflicting interests 
between him and the nation.

Following the results of the election, a 
debate about the Electoral College system 
ensued because of Democratic candidate, 
Hillary Clinton’s, loss of the electoral vote 
and win of the popular vote.

On November 23, Jill Stein of the Green 
Party launched a recount effort in Wisconsin 
and has since done so in other states as 
well. However, a federal judge blocked the 
recount bid in Pennsylvania on grounds of 
irrationality, according to The Associated 
Press. 

Hillary Clinton and her campaign at first 
declined to file for a recount after conceding 
the election to her opponent, but soon voiced 
support for Stein’s efforts and agreed to take 
part in the recount, according to CNN. 

Trump railed against the recount effort, 
dubbing it a “scam” by the Green Party. 
President Obama was not of the same 
opinion, but was on Trump’s side in this 
instance, saying that the election results 
should be accepted as they “accurately 
reflect the will of the American people.” 

On the same day, November 27, Trump 
tweeted that he was cheated out of the 
popular vote (having lost by approximately 
2.2 million votes) and would have won that, 
too, if one were to “deduct the millions 
of people who voted illegally” for Hillary 
Clinton.

On the other hand, the U.S. government 
and intelligence agencies, including the 
CIA, have “ high confidence” according to 
the New York Times and a number of press 
releases that Russia acted to aid in helping 
make Trump president in the campaign 
season

In opposition to Trump’s victory, tens 

Controversial Tensing trial causes two judges 
to remove selves from retrial proceedings

By Patrick Seroogy
Business Manager@Lovelandroar

While you may have seen 
Thomas Heekin, or Meghan 
Shanahan labelled as the 

judge for the Ray Tensing retrial, that is 
now inaccurate, as both judges have stepped 
down, according to news station WCPO.

Facing fears on the ruling of the trial on 
November 12th, both judges have taken 
themselves out of the position; Heekin 
claims that the prior information he was 
exposed to prevents him from judging the 
trial without bias. Shanahan has removed 
herself because she will be giving birth 
shortly, and does not want to have the 
family of Nigel DuBose  wait any longer 
than necessary

The retrial is following Shanahan’s 
decision to declare the first a mistrial, since 
the jury could not decide if Tensing was 
guilty of murder or voluntary manslaughter 
in the original case. According to WPCO 
News, four jurors voted for a guilty 
of murder verdict, four for voluntary 
manslaughter and four for not guilty, 
according to the Washington Post.

A new trial does mean starting over with 
a new jury. Joe Deters, the prosecutor on the 
case, has the option to file new charges or 
drop charges all together.

This retrial is following the case of Ray 

Tensing, a University of Cincinnati police 
officer who shot an unarmed black man 
during a traffic stop last summer on July 
19th, 2015. The case discussed if Tensing’s 
use of deadly force on Dubose was justified. 
For a murder conviction the jury will have 

to claim Tensing killed DuBose on purpose 
with unjustified deadly force, but for 
Tensing to go free the new jury will have to 
agree that the use of force was justified and 
Tensing relied on his police training. 

The main act of discussion is the body 

cam that Tensing was wearing during the 
minor traffic violation. While Tensing 
claims that he was “trapped in DuBose’s 
car; and he was being dragged as DuBose 
‘“mashed”’ the accelerator and pulled away 
from the stop with Tensing on the car, so he 

claimed to 
fire in self-
defense.”

N o w 
u n d e r 
a n a l y s i s , 
m u l t i p l e 
p o l i c e 
officers are 
questioning 
if that is 
really the 
case, since 
the video 
c a m e r a 
Tensing was 
w e a r i n g 
shows no 
evidence of 
the dragging 
occurring. 

This case has gotten mass media attention 
not only in Ohio, but all over the world with 
the Black Lives Matter events, and other 
black people shot by police officers. The 
world is now are awaiting the retrial results 
to see where the justice lies.

By Mackenzie Talbott
Staff Writer@Mack_Talbott

Barnes & Noble
On December 17th, ‘Barnes and Noble’ 

will be hosting a book fair benefitting LHS. 
It will take place from 12:00 to 5:00 p.m. at 
the Fields Ertel location or online.

Live performances will be provided 
courtesy of the strings department. 

There will be opportunities to get a picture 
taken with the Loveland Tiger as well.

A personalized bookmark activity and a 
scavenger hunt will be provided.
Cappies

Cappies is an award organization who 
attends a specific show at a school, then 
select the best written reviews to send to a 
press outlet. 

The 2016-17 Cappies Team consists of 
Emily Shaver (12), Molly Shilling (12), 
Rachel Ingal (12), Jessica Rychlik (12), 
Abby Hickey (12), Max Shilling (12), 
Anna-Jessie Taylor (12), Hayley Combs 
(11), Delaney Dunster (11). 

Cappies Critics vote to nominate members 
of the team for awards on their theatre and 
journalism talents, followed by an event at 
The Aronoff Center honoring award winners.
Debate Club

Debate Club recently reconvened for the 
upcoming season. The leaders are, Eileen 
Wassel (10), Stephen Varga (10), and 
Kayla Gibbins (10).

Debate Club will be supervised by Mrs. 
Brenda Wilkerson (English). The club will 
meet after school every other Monday from 
2:30 to 3:30 in room 109.

The participants will debate over a list of 
topics amongst themselves every week. At 
this point, the club will continue until the 
start of track season in February, pending a 
new supervisor past that point.
Robotics Team

On December 3, team 10464 – one of the 
robotics teams – placed 2nd out of 27 teams 
at a tournament. They competed in pool play 
and the elimination tournament. 

Team 10464 was awarded three additional 
awards: The PTC Design Award (1st place), 
the Control Award (3rd place), and the Inspire 
Award (3rd place). 

Team 10464 will move on to the state 
tournament. 

Team 5040 competed at the West Virginia 
state competition. The team won four out of 
five of their qualifying matches and qualified 
for the elimination matches where they made 
it to the semifinals. 
Honors Band

On Monday, December 5, 18 students 
auditioned for the District 14 Honor Band. 

Auditions took place at Princeton 
High School and consisted of two pieces, 
scales, and a sight reading excerpt. 
Caelan Quigley (10), Matt Karp (10), 
Henry Grome (11), Ian Lai (10), Jack 
Armstrong (10), Zach Karp (12), Adam 
Visco (10), Emily Kiehl (11), Cara Noel 
(10), Ashley Dixon (10), and Spencer 
Johnson (12). 

December 
updates

Black Lives matter protestors organize to protest police vio-
lence against minorities. Protests continued in Cincinnati and 
across the country.
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of thousands of people took to the streets 
in major cities across the U.S. in the days 
following November 8 in protest of Trump’s 
victory. They chanted “Not my present!” or 
“We don’t accept the President-elect,” to 
express their opposition, according to the 
New York Times.

There was one such protest in Cincinnati, 
attended by about 100 people, on November 
21, covered by The Cincinnati Enquirer. 
There, protesters voiced concerns and fears 
concerning Trump’s perceived policies and 
“hate speech,” but pride in the fact that 
people are coming out “on social media and 
in the streets” to talk about “real issues.” 

Trump even started his victory tour 
in Cincinnati, which was attended by 
supporters and protestors alike.

Regarding the petition and protests, “the 
result (of the election) is hardly likely to 
change,” Chuck Warden (Social Studies) 
said. “These, among other things that have 
occurred, are just post-election tremors.”

“These kinds of thing happen after hotly 
contested elections,” Mr. Warden said.

Also called into question have been 
Trump’s business ventures, which have 
been forecasted by legal ethic experts, such 
as those from the Office of Government 
Ethics, to come into conflict with his duties 
as president. 

According to the New York Times, the 
problem lies in the possibility that Trump’s 
stakes in business may color or look as if 
they color his decisions as president. 

Trump has announced on Twitter and in 
rallies/press releases that he will separate 
himself from his and company and leave 
them in the care of his children. However, 
ethics experts warn that if he still legally 
owns the company while his children/family 
are in control of operations, it will leave him 
open to charges that his actions as president 
are guided by personal financial interests. 

“Maybe, but unlikely,” Justin Benesh 
(12) said about the prospect of Trump’s 
interests conflicting past the breaking 
point with those of the presidency. “As a 
businessman, I think that he will and that it’s 
probably in his best interest to help people 
economically rather than himself and his 
company, considering his abilities given his 
profession (prior to taking office).” 
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By Patrick Seroogy
Business Manager@lovelandroar

Being a high schooler comes with a certain 
level of responsibility. Balancing school 
work, clubs, sports, jobs and everything 

else can be hard at times. So why, during the 
school day is there not the option to pick study 
hall as an elective? 

Starting in 5th grade all the way through 
8th, there were times at the end of the day to 
do any work from the day, get a head start on 
homework or just take an opportunity to relax. So 
what happened once high school came around? 
Especially for students who take AP or honors 
classes with a heavier workload, a chance to get a 
head start on homework could be very beneficial. 

“Study halls are super helpful for really getting 
stuff done especially since you’re still in the 
school kind of mind set so it’s easy to get a head 
start on homework or projects,” Anna-Jessie 
Taylor (12) said. 

Not only would a study hall give students a 
break, but also the teachers whose classrooms 
they are in. It would give the teachers a chance to 
catch up on grading, planning, or any other work 
they may have. 

View: Exams before break cause stress

STAFF EDITORIAL

Winter break is just a few days away and 
we couldn’t be happier. Thanksgiving 
break was a tease for this upcoming 

week of family, friends, relaxation, and peppermint 
everything. We can almost taste the freedom, but 
unfortunately, before we get our break, we have some 
major studying to do.

Exams. They’re something every student dreads, 
yet we’re forced to take twice a year in order to pass 
the class. 

Exams shouldn’t be a big deal, but they are. Twenty 
percent of your final grade rests in the hands of that 
test and for some classes that could make or break you.

For us seniors, we’ve been so stressed about college 
applications, scholarships, and extracurriculars that 
exams snuck up on us this year. To alleviate some 
of that stress, we would have loved for exams to be 
after break.

Not only do exams add an extra amount of pressure, 
they also take away from the joys of the holiday 
season. Instead of watching Christmas movies with 
family, students are locked in their room trying to 
remember information that we learned in August. We 
feel bad that we can’t spend time with them, but when 
so much of our grade is dependent on the results of 
that test, we will do whatever it takes to pass.

Trump not following 
through on promises

President-elect Donald Trump’s campaign leading up to the 
election made a lot of promises, some outlandish, many vague 
and ambiguous. They’re not to be taken verbatim, of course - 

the man did as any politician would do and made appealing, sweeping 
promises that helped him stay afloat for the year and a half he was in 
the presidential race and evidently rode him to victory. 

That’s what the media did wrong: to put it simply, it took Trump 
literally, but not seriously; his supporters took him seriously, but not 
literally.

A particularly large part of Trump’s campaign, besides its glib pledge 
to “Make America Great Again,” was his vehement, anti-establishment 
position; that is to say anti-political establishment. 

Whoever voted for him to perhaps strike a blow to or simply do 
something about the political establishment of Washington - slow-
moving and corrupt as it is perceived by many to be - may or may 
not be disappointed to know that Trump will do little but perpetrate it. 

This is considering his presidential cabinet picks from among 
the pool of professional politicians that are a part of the same 
“establishment” Trump has been rallying against. Trump has called 
for “draining the swamp” of bureaucracy in the federal government, 
but his still-forming administration speaks of mucking up the swamp 
more, not draining it (although, seeing as how he pretty much only 
has from the bureaucracy to choose, he doesn’t have many other 
options). The establishment is merely switching sides/party lines, 
from Democrat to Republican, for the next four years and possibly 
the next four after that.

Another thing is his economic exploits and career as a billionaire 
businessman. On the one hand, coupled with his anti-establishment 
stance, his position as a political “outsider” attracted a large number 
of voters: the kind disillusioned with politics after the series of 
governmental mishaps, scandals and controversies that occurred 
during and after the political era of the Vietnam War. To his credit, 
Trump has had no part in that, which he was quick to note from the 
start of his campaign.

On the other hand, somewhere along or further down the same line 
of corrupt “establishments” is that of corporate America. 

Business, that is to say big business, is where Trump comes from. 
And if his practice of this trade is anything to go by, he is as similar 
to a politician economically as can be. The phrases “the business of 
politics” and “the politics of business” are wholly interchangeable.

Once upon a time, America was a corpocracy (a corporate 
bureaucracy where the interests of large corporations control 
political and economic decisions), or as close to one as you could 
get (and maybe it still is). The Senate was called the “Millionaire’s 
Club” because of the large number of millionaires and businessmen 
promoting their own economic interest in Congress rather than that 
of their constituents.

Times change, but once upon a time, big business, of which Trump 
is a practitioner, was the “corrupt evil scourge” upon America, and 
less so politics. This far into transition period into the White House, 
Trump’s business interests have (apparently) already come into conflict 
with national interests, with some going so far as to forecast conflict 
with the Constitution. 

Call me old-fashioned, but I thought the point was to keep big 
business out of politics - was that not a large factor of how the latter 
came to be viewed as corrupt in the first place? Another “insider,” 
another elite, was elected to the presidency, just not necessarily of the 
political establishment, but the corporate establishment. 

To be honest, I obviously cannot predict any of what Trump will 
actually do in office. What someone has done in the past cannot relay 
what someone will do in an entirely new position.  The fairest course 
of action would be to wait and see what he does. 

However, that does not belay Trump’s position as an elite 
businessman who is now the president-elect. His position as a political 
outsider doesn’t mean squat to draining the swamp in Washington if 
he’s picking professional politicians to be a part of cabinet. 

What do you think of Trump and the establishment in relation 
to his cabinet picks?

“He will have unbridled power and we will be in grave danger,” 
Isabella Huelsmann (10) said.

“He’s certainly choosing strong conservatives from strong 
conservative areas, which would scare, I suppose, some people. 
However, since he’s no real politician himself, he kind of has to pick 
from among the crowd of the actual ones – the professional politicians, 
the ones part of the political ‘establishment,’” Maya Stulce (10) said

“I think that his cabinet picks show that he’s already going back 
on a lot of what he promised America. Not only that, but the people 
he’s choosing and surrounding himself with - like, ‘really, you chose 
that guy?’ - being crooks and those he swore off during his campaign 
conveys he’s not going to change much about the ‘establishment,’” 
Sam Schwantes (11) said.

By Karlin Holley
Staff writer@karlin_elise

With sports, clubs, part time jobs and all other 
activities that high school students are expected 
to balance, it can be hard for students to get all of 
their homework done, study for tests and get the 
recommended amount of sleep. 

Sleep is something that no one ever seems to get 
enough of, but at the same time, there is the ever 
present expectation that teens should get at least 
9-9 ½ hours of sleep each night, but studies show 
that most high school students only get around 6-7 
hours of sleep a night. 

No one likes rushing to try and cram last night’s 
work in during first block, and not only does it prove 
as a distraction, but it can be annoying to teachers 
that students aren’t focused on the work at hand. 
A study hall block provides extra time to finish 
homework, or look over notes before a test.

“If we had a study hall it would let kids get more 
sleep, and reduce the amount of people that do last 
minute homework in other classes instead,” Maddy 
Armstrong (11) said. 

Study halls can be beneficial to student’s grades, 
sleep schedules and stress levels. As something 
optional, it would be provided for those who need 
it but doesn’t have to be something mandatory, and 
who wouldn’t love a little extra time to cram for a 
test or get a head start on homework? 

This year, our holiday break is a total of 14 
days. That means if exams were after break, we 
would have 14 more days to review or relearn the 
material.

For some classes, we learned a new chapter 
every week and a half. When we look at the big 
picture, that’s close to six chapters per quarter. We 
would much rather have those 14 extra days to 
ensure that we’re ready to ace the exams. 

Our exams happen to be before break, so you 
might be thinking, “What happens after break 
since the quarter doesn’t end until January 12th?”

During this time, the projects start adding up. 
Almost every class last year assigned at least one 
100 point project. In addition, teachers even try to 
teach new material after the final exam is already 
over. We don’t know about you, but that doesn’t 
make sense. Why would teachers try to teach 
things that aren’t important enough to be placed 
on the final.

As the biggest test of the year approaches, it’s 
not fair for us to undertake this strenuous exam 
without those extra days to prepare; therefore, we 
would appreciate if exams could be pushed to after 
our holiday break. 

 What do you think about exams after break?

“I think exams should 
be before break 
because everything is 
still fairly fresh in your 
mind at that point. 
Plus you dopn’t have 
to feel any pressure of 
studying over break 
when you could be 
spending time with 
friends and family.”
- Rachel Ernst (12)

“I think that the exams 
should stay before 
break because it makes 
the break more relaxing 
to know that you are 
done with finals and 
I think it would be 
difficult to come back 
and try to remember 
the last few weeks of 
material.”
- Sarah Harter (11)

“After, because 
studying over break 
gives me an excuse 
to not socializing 
with my family.”

- Tim Purtell (11)

“If I have no motiva-
tion to do it before 
break, I’m inclined 
to slack off. If I 
know it won’t be on 
exam then what’s the 
point?”

- Jackson Herrmann 
(12)

Not enough time to study
Lack of study hall leaves students wanting
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By Anna Azallion
Editor in Chief@annaazallion

Senior provides tips 
for recovering from 
college rejection

The College Convo
Admission Edition

“This is not what I want. This is not what I planned, 
and I just gotta’ say, I do not understand,” Sharpay Evans 
said in High School Musical. 

To be honest, Sharpay was being a little melodramatic 
in this scene, but if thoughts like the words in that 
quote are running through your head, you’re probably 
not being melodramatic. College is a big decision and 
getting rejected by the school of your dreams can be a 
huge letdown. 

If there’s one thing I’ve learned, it’s that there’s a 
wikihow article for everything. 

After an admission rejection, it can be important to let 
yourself feel disappointed for a few days. During these 

days, that article on wikihow could help. After a day or 
two, you’ve got to get past the disappointment and find 
a way to make the best of it. 

Sounds easier said than done, right?
Don’t let one rejection – even if it feels like the only 

admission decision that matters – ruin the rest of your 
senior year or your college experience. There are plenty 
of great schools and although they may not be your top 
choice, you may end up liking them as much (or even 
more) than that dream school that didn’t have the decency 
to accept you. 

I realize you may 
be reading this and 
thinking it’s too late, 
but it’s definitely 
not too late. There 
are a ton of schools 
whose application 
deadlines haven’t 
passed. 

The Ohio State 
University, Ohio 
Un ive r s i t y,  and 

Miami University all have a regular decision deadline of 
February 1. 

Another less expensive option is spending the first two 
years of your college career at a branch campus like the 
University of Cincinnati Blue Ash College. Tuition is 
about half the cost at a branch campus and you still get a 
diploma that says University of Cincinnati. 

The application deadline for UC Blue Ash is July 1. 
Want to get out of Ohio? 
Penn State University accepts applications through at 

least January 31. Some of their most popular majors, 
according to College Board, are business, engineering, 
and communications. 

The University of Alabama has great programs in 
Business, communications, and health professions. Their 
application deadline is February 1. 

Enjoy winter break and don’t let any rejections get you 
down. There’s a classy school somewhere that’ll take you 
with arms open.

Christmas trees:              
   or

One of  the  mos t 
popular Christmas 

traditions is finding that 
perfect tree that all of your 
ornaments and decorations 
can be displayed upon. 
I’ve always been a real 
tree enthusiast until my 
family decided to swap it 
out with a fake tree. I was 
so upset at first because I 
thought Christmas couldn’t 
be Christmas without a real 
tree, right? Wrong. 

I ’ v e  h a d  m y  f a k e 
Chr i s tmas  t r ee  s ince 
I was in 7th grade and I 
couldn’t be happier. I used 
to be the designated “tree 
waterer” when 
we had a real 
tree since my 
mom thought 
I was the most 
r e s p o n s i b l e 
a n d  w o u l d 
remember to 
keep the real 
t ree al ive.  I 
hated that job 
because I had 
to maneuver 
m y  b o d y 
under the tree 
without getting 
stabbed by tiny 
pine needles. 
I would come 
out from under 
the tree with 
twigs in my hair 
and my family 
would always 
laugh at me. 
With a fake tree, 
t h e r e  i s  n o 
need for watering, which 
means I’m off the hook for 
maintaining the tree.

I  haven’t  been to a 
Christmas tree farm in 
forever, but I decided to 
stop in one to see how much 
a tree costs nowadays. To 
my surprise, they can cost 
anywhere from $60 to $100 
depending on the size and 
place you go to buy. That’s 
crazy! A fake Christmas 
tree is around $50 to $200, 
but you have it for at least 
three years or more. It’s 
most cost efficient to go 
with a fake tree.

We always say that we 
need to preserve our trees 

Real Fake?
since they’re in danger of 
one day becoming extinct, 
but yet we cut down so 
many during the winter 
months for the sake of a 
holiday tradition. According 
to realchristmastrees.org, 
25-30 million real trees 
are sold in the U.S. every 
year. That adds up year after 
year. Our technology has 
advanced so we could keep 
more trees alive, yet we find 
it reasonable to cut down 
millions of trees during the 
month of December.   

One of the things I do 
miss about a real tree is the 
wonderful scent it gives 
off. We never burned any 
candles because the pine 
needle aroma was so strong. 

When we got our fake tree, 
we bought Bath and Body 
Work’s Fresh Balsam candle 
and lit at least three to make 
our house smell like it did 
when our tree was alive. 
Recently,  I  discovered 
Scentsicals. Scentsicals are 
ornament sticks that you 
hang on your tree that smell 
like fresh cut pine. They’re 
a perfect alternative to a real 
tree and are super cheap. 

Although there are so 
many pros to having a real 
tree, I would much rather 
save money, save time, and 
save the environment by 
purchasing a fake tree that 
will last me years.  

As the holiday season 
comes around, people 

start to decorate their houses 
and put up their Christmas 
trees. There is always the 
option, real or fake. 

As someone who buys a 
real tree every year, I am a 
huge fan. 

With major benefits for the 
environment, the economy, 
and even your home, why 
would anyone choose a fake 
tree over a real one? 

Fake t rees  are  made 
of PVC plastic,  which 
especially in older models 
can contain lead and can 
easily spread inside the 
home. PVC plastics also 
release dioxins over time 
which is extremely toxic to 
humans and animals.

 A real Christmas tree can 
provide an environment that 
a fake one just can’t. The 
smell of fresh pine is the 
scent most people correlate 
with the holiday season, and 
to be able to have that right 
in your own home just gives 
an extra sense of holiday joy. 

“I have always love real 
trees because the smell 
reminds me of Christmas 
memories with my family,” 
said Erin Klenke (12). 

With a real tree, not only 
does it make your home 
smell good it can also be 
a good way to help reduce 
holiday stress. It allows 
for an opportunity to make 
memories with family and 
friends by going out and 
either picking one out or 
cutting own your own. 

“I wish I had a real tree 
because real trees are the 
epitome of Christmas and the 
holiday spirit but my parents 
refuse to even get one and get 
in the Christmas spirit with 
me,” said Taylor Fox (12). 

According to the USDA, 
most real Christmas trees 
are grown and sold right 
here in the U.S. by farmers. 
There are over 350 million 
Christmas trees grown in the 
U.S., and an average of 25-
30 million trees are sold each 
year which helps to employ 
over 100,000 workers right 
here in all 50 states where 
the trees are grown. 

By growing the trees here, 
it also helps to keep the air 
clean and provide habitats 
for wildlife. Then in the 
spring, for every tree that is 
cut down, one to three are 
planted in its place. 

Real trees can also be 
recycled, according to the 
National Christmas Tree 
Association (NCTA), there 
are over 4,000 Christmas tree 
recycling programs all over 
the U.S., making recycling 
your tree an easy task. Not 
only do these programs 
mulch up the trees to be 
reused, they are also used for 
other things. 

Recycled trees in Louisiana 
are used to reinforce coastal 
wetlands that have been 
eroded by hurricanes, or 
in Illinois they are used to 
provide nesting habitats for 
herons.

With art if icial  t rees, 
according to the USDA, 
over 85% of them are sold 
from China, which not only 
adds to the carbon pollution 
already present, but also 
means more products are 
coming from China instead 
of a better option which is 
available grown right here 
in the U.S. 

Fake trees are also more 
of a fire hazard than real 
trees. When tested in a 
burn test conducted by The 
Farmington Hills, MI fire 
department, the fake tree 
lit up like it was doused in 
gasoline, but the real tree was 
barely singed. 

Some of the very few 
disadvantages of a real tree 
is the upkeep and the price. 
The tree has to be watered 
regularly and will drop the 
pine needles on the floor, 
which is an easy fix with a 
vacuum every now and then. 

Price wise, most trees 
run $20-$70 but can reach 
up to around $200. With all 
the benefits of a real tree as 
opposed to fake one, the pros 
outweigh the cons. 

With real trees being 
the epitome of the holiday 
season with their smell, the 
fun of picking out the tree 
each year, and all the other 
benefits that come along 
with having a real tree, there 
really isn’t a debate between 
the two.

By Karlin Holley

Staff writer@karlin_elise

By Claire Beran

Sports editor@TheClaireBeran

Real evergreen trees prove to be 
the epitome of the holiday season

Fake trees prove to be much more 
cost efficient, ecofriendly

Photo courtesy of wikimedia commons

Photos courtesy of wikimedia commons

Photo courtesy of wikimedia commons

An artificial Christmas tree sits 
in the home of Claire Beran 
(12). Beran said she and loved 
ones decorated her faux tree 
with glee for the holidays.

Photo by George Beran



Furby horror stories. These things are 
creepy. Their 
huge yet beady 
eyes will haunt 
anyone’s dreams, 
and be there to 
wake a child up 
in the worst way 
possible. You 
can just tell that 
Furbies  know 
all of your 
darkest secrets. 
Furbies know 
that you walked 
out of Williams 
Sonoma with that 
bar of soap when 
you were six. 
Only give this to 
a kid if you want 

them to look back 
on their childhood with an underlying sense 
of trauma. 
Furreal Friends 
Pax, My Poopin’ 
Pup

Yes, you read 
that right. This 
wretched dog toy 
defecates. Kids 
can walk it by 
pushing forward 
on its leash, and 
they can feed it 
treats, to which it 
will respond with 
“happy puppy 
sounds.” Then, 
they can sit him 
down so he will 
excrete waste. It 
even comes with 
a bag to pick it 

up! These are just disgusting. I can see what 
the makers were trying to do, having kids 
learn to take care of a puppy, but this is just 
the worst. 
Baby Alive

What’s worse than giving a child a toy 
puppy that defecates? Giving a child a sick 
baby doll that they need to feed and take care 
of, of course! This specific doll is the Baby 

Alive Better 
Now Bailey, 
and kids 
can take her 
temperature, 
feed her with a 
bottle, and 
change her 
diaper--after 
she wets it. 
Taking care 
of a puppy is 
one thing, but 
why on earth 
would parents 
want their kid 
to be taking 
care of a baby? 
Does that 
not promote 
certain things? 
And if parents 

have a baby, do they really want a toddler 
to take care of it? These are horrific, and 
I just don’t understand why anyone would 
want them.

I don’t understand what some parents 
are thinking when they purchase toys as 
atrocious as these, and I don’t understand 
what goes through the minds of people who 
design these toys for children. Do coming 
generations a favor, and save them the 
trauma--don’t buy creepy toys for kids in 
your family, or even for the children you 
may have in the future. 
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One of my favorite holiday 
traditions is driving around and 
looking at all the houses lit up 

for Christmas. People are already climbing 
on their roof, trying to get that last string of 
lights perfectly straight so that when the sun 
goes down, the neighborhoods are still lit 
up with holiday spirit. 

Pheasant Hills: This neighborhood is 
basically a maze full of houses, and tons 
of them are decorated for the holidays. 
However, there is one house in this 
neighborhood that puts the rest to shame. 
It’s located on Quail Woods Drive, and 
trust me, you won’t miss it. The entire 
house is covered in a mix of white and 
colored lights--not to mention the trees. 
On top of that, the house is complete with 
Santa’s sleigh crashing into the side of the 
house with presents tumbling down and a 
makeshift van to make the house model 
the Griswold’s in Christmas Vacation. The 

amount of effort these people have put into 
this house’s decorations make it worth 
seeing. 

The Reserve of Loveland: This small 
neighborhood is filled with beautiful houses 
and dazzling-yet-classic lights which give 
the neighborhood a golden glow. One house 
even has hanging blinking snowflakes and 
icicle lights. 

Miami Trails: As the biggest 
neighborhood in Loveland, you’re sure to 
see some great houses (just don’t get lost). 
Even just looking down the street you can 
see colored lights draped all across the trees 
leading into my favorite street, Trail Woods 
Drive. On this street almost every house is 
covered in lights with decorations in the 
front yard. 

Belle Meade: The quaint houses in this 
neighborhood are highlighted by colored 
lights that go up the sides of the houses, 
especially on Three Chimneys Lane, which 
was one of the more lit-up streets. Even 
simple decorations add to the liveliness of 
the streets. “We normally place wreaths 
on all the doors and lights on the bushes,” 
Cory Lawson (11) said. Another popular 
addition to houses were decorations on 
the front lawns; “Our house is decked out 
with a two story inflatable snowman” Erin 
Klenke (12).

In addition to the boost of holiday spirit 
I got from driving around and looking at 
these houses, all these people put so much 
work into making their house brighter for 
the holiday season and that makes it worth 
seeing. Now all you’re missing is hot 
chocolate and Christmas music. 

I’ve seen some pretty weird toys in 
my life. When I was a child, I thought 
dolls that looked like they could be in 

The Conjuring were the pinnacle of creepy. 
Though as I’ve grown, all I see anymore 
are oddly realistic dolls that can have 
conversations with you, or stuffed animals 
with eyes that stare daggers into the darkest 
part of your soul. I have one question for 
the people who come up with these toys: 

why? 
Hatchimals

This toy is 
basically an 
in t e r ac t ive 
egg with 
a stuffed 
a n i m a l 
inside, and 
the more a 
kid plays 
with the egg, 
the faster 
it hatches. 
There are 
five different 
a n i m a l s 
that can be 
in an egg: 

pengualas, draggles, burtles, owlicorns, 
and bearakeets. If the names alone aren’t 
horrific enough for someone to avoid these 
toys, then the appearance will be. Their 
eyes glare into your soul. These toys are 
terrifying. It is unfathomable, how any 
parent could purchase these for their child. 
Furbies

Do I even need to mention Furbies? 
The answer is yes. I think most people 
can collectively agree that these toys are 
horrific. There is a website dedicated to 

Creepiest Toys for Kids
Holiday must-have toys create new epitome of creepy
By Niki Fiorenza

Entertainment Editor@nikifiorenza

Hatchimals come in 5 
different species and 
surprise the owner 
when they hatch. This 
toy made it to the 
number one slot on 
i4U News’ list of “Hard 
to Find Toys for 2016.”

Photo courtesy of hatchimals.com

Furby Connect 
sells for $99.99 
and allows users 
to connect with 
friends via the 
“Furby Connect 
World” app. Furby 
reacted differently 
based on the users 
actions. 

Photo courtesy of hasbro.com

This toy can be 
walked similar to 
how one would 
walk a real dog. 
After feeding 
the dog a treat 
individuals can 
walk Pax to do his 
business. 

Photo courtesy of hasbro.com

Baby Alive allows 
children to take 
care of a toy that 
acts like a real baby. 
Her diaper lights 
up when she needs 
changed and she 
can speak over 20 
phrases in either 
English or Spanish. 

Photo courtesy of hasbro.com

Loveland neighborhoods 
celebrate holidays with 
lights, decorations
By Hannah Bingham

Features Editor@hannahbingham9

Perhaps as high school students, the 
regularity of visiting mall santas 
and eagerly waiting to 

divulge the contents of wish lists 
are rare. However, the youth of our 
country hold these experiences 
very dearly to their hearts, and 
mall santas must maintain a 
certain standard of excellence. 
According to PayScale.com, mall 
santas can earn anywhere from 
$175 to $200 per hour. With such 
a hefty payload, I sought out to 
judge and rank these faux Father 
Christmases on factors including 
comfiness of lap, jolliness, beard 
quality, and the Christmas set 
surrounding them.
Kenwood Towne Centre

Comfiness of lap- 3/5
Satisfactory. That’s the only word I can 

use to describe this 70-something-year-old 
man’s lap without provoking awkwardness.

Jolliness- 4/5
I was quite impressed by this particular 

Saint Nick’s flushed cheeks, staying true to 
the character and traits of Mr. Claus, and 
general likability, but had to take away 
points due to the fact that I didn’t hear him 
“ho ho ho” once throughout my ten minutes 
of waiting in line, five or so minutes with 

By Erica Perl
News & Editorials Editor@heylookitserica

Local mall santas receive ratings
him, and a minute or two of observing his 
activity afterwards. C’mon, man. As a mall 
santa, that’s one of the bare minimum when 
it comes to job requirements.

Beard quality- 1/5
This Santa’s 

beard was a 
disgrace upon 
all mall santas. 
It wasn’t white, 
it was grey and 
striped with 
black. What?!??!? 
It was hardly 
an inch long, 
resembling a five-
o’clock shadow 
more than the 
luscious, long 
beard expected 

by most for a respectable Santa Claus. I 
would have given him a 0/5 rating, but at 
least this guy even had a beard.

Set- 3/5
I was not blown away by the simplistic 

green-and-red presents, however they did 
compliment the Santa Claus and his elf 
assistant quite nicely. My only complaint is 
the lack of reindeer or snowmen present in 
any of the decoration.

Overall rating- 2.75/5 
Eastgate Mall

Comfiness of lap- 1/5 
This Santa was incredibly thin and lanky. 

I was not impressed. (Insert grumpy face 
here.)

Jolliness- 1/5 
I was furious at the lack of this Santa’s 

jolliness. This man earns $175 to $200 an 
hour for a very simple skill, and he had the 
audacity to hardly crack a smile. He asked 
me how old I was, and I told him that I’m 
18. In quite a salty attitude, in my opinion, 
he replied, “Aren’t you a bit old for this?” 
Excuse me? NO ONE IS TOO OLD TO 
SPEND $20 TO TELL A BEARDED 
STRANGER WHAT THEY WANT FOR 
CHRISTMAS. 

Beard quality- 3/5
If this abysmal Santa had anything going 

for him, it was his beard. His own facial 
hair was white and long, but somewhat 
patchy in certain places. I’d recommend 
some beard extensions or perhaps a beard 
weave for a more satisfactory beard.

Set- 2/5 
Honestly, the set was quite impressive 

with a tiny candy cane forest, a pile 
of presents, and simple yet effective 
winter decorations. However, my terrible 
experience with the santa himself has 
caused my rating to be slightly biased. 
Perhaps, as a journalist, it is unprofessional 
to unfairly review something, but in this 
case, I am allowing my credibility to be 
questioned simply due to my hatred for the 
Eastgate Mall santa. 

Overall rating- 1.75/5

A house on Whileaway Dr. in the 
Belle Meade neighborhood displays 
a blow up Santa and snowman. 
Multiple houses in neighborhoods 
have equally festive setups. 

Photo by Anna Azallion

No one is too 
old to spend $20 
to tell a bearded 
stranger what 
they want for 
Christmas.
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Hacksaw Ridge brings riveting war film to viewers

By Karlin Holley
Staff Writer@karlin_elise

By: Stone Taul
Staff Writer@ShrewdCato

With the release of Little 
Mix’s new album Glory 
Days came songs that lacked 
originality, creativity and 
provided false hope for 
future girl bands. 

Following their junior 
album Get Weird, which 
some would agree was their 
peak, fans were eager to 
hear about the release of 
Glory Days but were left 
with disappointment. 

The album consists of 
fifteen songs incorporating 
unnecessary synthesizers 
and failed attempts at trying 
to appeal to the pop culture 
audience. It is hard to figure 
out what style of music the 
band were aiming for in this 
album as it jumps around 

Little Mix’s Glory Days does not look very Glorious
from genre to genre. In 
addition, the songs consist 
of dry lyrics that don’t 
cha l l enge 
t h e  b r a i n 
and could 
be written 
by  a  s ix -
year old. 

O n e  o f 
those songs 
being “Beep 
B e e p ” 
beginning 
w i t h  t h e 
lyrics “Beep 
b e e p ,  a h 
- ooh - ah 
Beep beep, 
ah - ooh - ah” 
which would 
not require 
m u s i c a l 
expertise to 

come up with, seeing as 
it is the sound a car horn 
produces.  

Another example of the 
band’s snap lyrics are in 

the song “No More 
Sad Songs” where the 
line “No More! Sad 
Songs” is repeated 
thirty-one times. This 
line is also an example 
of the albums lack 
of originality, as it 
is a line in the song 
“Took a Pill in Ibiza” 
by Mike Posner. 

While most of the 
songs are unbearable 
to finish, there were 
s o m e  t h a t  w e r e 
tolerable and some 
might even say they 
were “bops” which is 
a song that gives off 
good vibes that you 
can bop your head 
to. The girl-power 

anthem was a popular topic 
of many of their songs such 
as the album’s first single 
“Shout Out to My Ex” with 
its relatable clap-back lyrics 
and catchy chorus. The song 
topped as the bands most 
listened to song on Spotify 
with over seventy million 
plays. 

Continuing the theme of 
female empowerment with 
the “Power,” the song opens 
with a car engine revving 
and sets the tone for a girl 
power classic.

Carrying on the fifties 
vibe, the song “Oops” 
featuring, Charlie Puth is 
one of the album’s lyrically 
superior songs. This may 
be due to the fact the song 
wasn’t written solely by the 
girls and their team; there 

was another member to 
pitch in and have a say in the 
lyrics chosen. Nonetheless 
the number is the perfect 
rebound song with the lyrics 
“Oops, my baby, you woke 
up in my bed. Oops, we 
broke up, we’re better off 
as friends.”

Desp i t e  the  overa l l 
disappointment of the album 
there were a few songs that 
showcase the girls’ true 
talent and are highlights on 
the album.

Although their previous 
album Get Weird didn’t 
receive the recognition it 
deserved, hopefully future 
albums will showcase their 
talent better and the band 
can finally get their big 
break.  

Photo Courtesy of Little-Mix.com

The four members of Little Mix pose for 
the front cover of their new album Glory 
Days. The album was released on Friday, 
November 18, 2016.

H a c k s a w  R i d g e 
features an amazing 
lead performance from 
Andrew Garfield, who 
wanted to move away 
from his days as Spider-
Man with a chance to play 
such an inspiring real-life 
hero. 

Garfield was good in 
the Amazing Spider-Man 
films, but it’s great to see 
him really grow as an 
actor. His performance in 
Hacksaw Ridge is one of 
the best of the year, and 
he should receive some 

form of recognition come 
awards season. 

Hacksaw Ridge  was 
directed by Mel Gibson. 
The film is set in World 
War II and is based on the 
life of American Army 
Medic Desmond T. Doss 
(Andrew Garfield), who 
served during the Battle 
of Okinawa. He refuses to 
kill others and becomes the 
first conscientious objector 
in American history to 
be awarded the Medal of 
Honor. 

Gibson has attracted a 
lot of mixed press reviews 
over the years, but there is 

no denying that he is a good 
director, and in Hacksaw 
Ridge, he may just have 
made his best film yet. It’s 
the emotional power of the 
story Gibson taps into so 
successfully that makes the 
film so compelling. 

Whether i t  be Doss’ 
journey through combat 
training or the very bloody 
war sequences, Gibson 
makes the viewer want to 
keep watching. The film 
also possesses some of the 
most brutal and harrowing 
war scenes you’ll ever see, 
reminiscent of the opening 
to Saving Private Ryan. 

Photo courtesy of Hacksawridge.movie

The allure of a fantastic 
universe was released to 
many children and adults 
in the late ‘90s. An appeal 
unlike any they’d ever 
experienced--a fresh escape 
into a world of magic and 
dragons, accompanied by 
the lure of interesting and 
relatable characters, topped 
off by the excitement of 
following a hero through 
harrowing journeys. 

Then, almost as quickly 
as it had been given to 
them, the world of Harry 
Potter vanished into thin air. 
First in 2007, with the final 
book’s release, and then in 
2011, with the release of the 

By: Sam Sauer
Staff Writer@sauer_51

Fantastic Beasts receives fantastically mixed review
final film in the franchise. 
Though a few attempts to 
recapture the mysticism 
(Pottermore, Harry Potter 
World at Universal Studios), 
the true wonder and fantasy 
of J.K. Rowling’s smashing 
success has never been truly 
recaptured for many avid 
fans. That is, until now. 

Fantastic Beasts offers 
a brand new story that 
retains the atmosphere and 
the likability of characters. 
Without relying on the 
original films or novels, the 
story instead creates its own 
original plot, characters, and 
creatures.

C h a r a c t e r s  s u c h  a s 
Newt Scamander (played 
by Eddie Redmayne) and 

Tina (played by Katherine 
Waterston) display unique 
and faceted characters. 
The chemistry between the 
two is very noticeable and 
well-developed, which in 
turn sparks intrigue and 
emotional attachment from 
the audience.

The film is currently set 
to be the first in a series of 
five, with a timeline from 
1926-1945. The stories 
wil l  move away from 
Newt and his party, though 
the hero will be featured 
as a smaller character in 
the future. The series is 
ultimately the buildup and 
occurrence of the iconic duel 
between Dumbledore and 
Grindelwald, a story most 

fans of Harry Potter know. 
The biggest flaws in the 

film are the difficulties in 
tone changes. This can be 
attributed most simply to 
time. A lot has to happen 
in this film to set up the 
rest, resulting in quick 
a t m o s p h e r e  c h a n g e s . 
Happy-go-lucky scenes will 
cut in an instant to darker, 
more violent ones. Both of 
these types of moments are 
typical and necessary for 
the wizarding world, but 
Fantastic Beasts lacks the 
transitions between several 
scenes that would make the 
story flow better as a whole. 
This is ultimately nitpicking, 
and is not always noticeable. 
This error is simply the 

result of the amount of 
information that has to be 
included.  

One of the best aspects of 
the movie is the character of 
Credence. Without spoiling 
the nature or the arc of 
his character, Credence 
is a well-written, well-
performed character. Ezra 
Miller, who has been cast 
as The Flash in D.C.’s 
upcoming Justice League, 
shows how dynamic of an 
actor he can be with his role.

Some have criticized the 
film as being too much of a 
mix between adolescence 
and adulthood. While Harry 
Potter was a set progression, 
with many readers matured 
with the story, Fantastic 

Beasts is a mix of childish 
slapstick humor and serious, 
dark moments. 

However, the difference 
in tone is necessary. As 
stated, the true problem is 
transitions between these 
tones. Young adults who 
grew up with Harry Potter 
are often in the same groove 
that the film is: trapped 
between their childhood and 
the long path of adulthood 
before them. Fantastic 
Beasts isn’t messy; it’s 
appealing to those who 
remember their childhood 
as being lost in the turning 
pages of Rowling’s work. 
It’s a mix, as Harry Potter 
was, an appeal to both sides 
of the spectrum of age.

Because Doss serves as 
a medic, there are parts 
where a strong stomach 
is needed as he obviously 
has to tend to a number of 
seriously wounded soldiers. 
The relentlessness of the 
sequences is admirable 
from Gibson and they’re 
wonderfully shot by Simon 
Duggan. 

This film will go down 
with all the great war films 
that we have today, and 
could possibly be the best 
film so far of this year. 
Overall, Hacksaw Ridge 
earns a 9.5/10.
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By Alyssa James
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Every year when Christmas comes around, running 
TV shows bombard us with previews to their holiday 

episodes. Throughout time there have been some legendary 
episodes, but some of the more recent ones I’ve seen 
have stood out among all the rest due to how unique and 
entertaining they are.

It’s Always Sunny in Philadelphia: A Very Sunny 
Christmas (Season 6, Episode 13)

After years of being tormented during Christmas by 
the selfish Frank, Dennis and Dee decide to teach him a 
Christmas Carol-esque lesson to make him see the joy of 
giving on Christmas, rather than taking. Mac and Charlie 
reminisce on their childhood Christmases, realizing that 
they were not as wonderful as they recall. This episode is 
oddly heartwarming and hilarious--perfect for a cynical 
soul celebrating the Christmas season. 

Bob’s Burgers: Christmas in the Car (Season 4, 
Episode 8) 

After Linda kills her second Christmas tree since 
Halloween, the Belchers must go out on Christmas Eve to 
find a new one. However, when Bob cuts off a huge candy 
cane truck, the family is forced to outrun the insane driver 
and spend the entire night together in the car. This episode 
shows that even though family can get really annoying 
during the holidays, they can make even the weirdest of 
situations better.

Black Mirror: White Christmas (Season 2, Episode 4)
In a remote cabin, Joe Potter reluctantly celebrates 

Christmas with the enigmatic Matt, while they discuss 
how they ended up in this solitary state. This is not your 
typical heartwarming holiday story; it tells a darker tale 
of a futuristic society and the emotional burden a holiday 
may hold. 

Arrested Development: Afternoon Delight (Season 
2, Episode 6) 

While Buster Bluth is scouring his mind for a way out of 
serving in Iraq, Lindsay’s hunt to score a date at the Bluth 
Company Christmas Party is sabotaged after her brother 
GOB’s speech on sexual harassment. Michael and his 
niece Maeby get in trouble, but are quickly overshadowed 
by Oscar and Lucille. This episode is a hysterical and 
lighthearted take on family drama that may incite some 
secondhand embarrassment. 

The Twilight Zone: Night of the Meek (Season 2, 
Episode 11) 

After a derelict and drunken mall Santa Claus is fired 
on Christmas Eve, he finds a mysterious and magical bag 
that gives presents. With this, he sets out to fulfill his one 
wish--to see the less-fortunate enjoy gifts and the spirit of 
Christmas. This episode has, by far, the best message for 
the holidays, and is great to watch with family. 

Curled up on my couch with a pile of junk food that 
even Lorelai and Rory Gilmore would approve 
of, I anxiously awaited answers to the show I 

watched and rewatched and yearned for more of. When we 
last left the Gilmore girls, Rory was heading off to cover 
Barack Obama’s presidential campaign. 
Yale diploma in hand and boy-free, I had 
no doubt in my mind that this girl would 
conquer the world. However, as we return 
to Star’s Hollow for Year in the Life, I 
now have even more questions than I did 
when we left off the last time. 

First off, there are many points in the 
show that don’t seem to fit in with the 
same feel I used to have of Gilmore Girls. 
Lorelai is still cracking jokes and binge-
watching Lifetime movies, but it almost 
feels as though the show tried too hard to 
be hip and ended up just falling flat. Kirk, 
still the town weirdo, comes up with “oober,” a ride service 
around Star’s Hollow. Town meetings still provide a chance 
to make fun of Taylor and his constant advocating for issues, 
although they now include making fun of millennials (as if 
we need yet another show to do that). 

Another aspect that took away from the nostalgia of 
Gilmore Girls, was the constant musical scenes.  There 
were so many flashing lights that at one point I thought we 
were watching one of Lorelai’s crazy dreams. On the other 
hand, despite the fact that there were many (unnecessary) 

changes to the show, other things seemed to be in a standstill. 
Lorelai and Luke aren’t married yet, and Rory (remember 
how I said she was going to conquer the world?) meanders 
back home writing for her town newspaper.

However, Rory does have a new guy--his name is Paul, 
but he plays a very small part because no one can remember 
who he is. Other than that, it is basically the same characters. 
Rory can’t let go of Logan and they sneak around despite the 

fact that he is engaged to an heiress. In 
Logan’s defense, Rory was the one who 
turned down his proposal years ago, but 
her heart is still hurting (and so is mine). 

Jess also makes a comeback, and just 
in time to sweep Rory out of her slump 
and inspire her to write a book about her 
and her mom. What makes Lorelai and 
Rory so different from other moms and 
daughters is that they are more like best 
friends. They complement each other 
perfectly due to the fact that for a while 
they were all they had. Lorelai helped 
Rory through every heartbreak and Rory 

helped mend Lorelai’s relationship with her own mother. 
Lastly, the biggest plot twist of the entire show: Rory is 

pregnant. What happened to Rory’s career as a journalist? 
Is she going to be just like her mother? Who is the father? 

At first, I thought I liked the ending because, along with 
Lorelai, I gasped in surprise and excitement for the next 
episode to be released. Then I realized I was disappointed 
because now that Rory seems to be fated to live the same 
life as her mother in the end, it seems the show suggests 
that we can’t change our fate no matter how hard we try.  

Classic Christmas movies are one of the major parts of 
the holidays, creating traditions and closeness with family 
and friends. They range anywhere from dramas to comedies 
and everything in between. Some are made simply to have 
a laugh, while others are intended to warm your heart.

Elf: This is by far one of the most popular Christmas 
movies out there. On a journey from the North Pole to find 
out the truth about his birth parents, Will Ferrell does an 
outstanding job, as always, playing Buddy the elf in his New 
York City experience. Although Buddy has some trouble 
adjusting to life not as an elf, the movie has a heartwarming 
ending that is sure to brighten your Christmas spirit as well 
as make you laugh out loud. Hands down, I would give 
Elf a 10/10.

White Christmas: This old-school yet classic Christmas 
musical is uplifting and full of enough Christmas songs to 
last you until the next Christmas season. Similar to Elf, this 
movie also has a heartwarming ending. While it can be a 
boisterous option, it is often difficult to watch. It seems 
long because the plot is scattered at first and it is easy to get 
distracted or even bored while watching White Christmas. 
Overall, I would give this musical a 6/10. 

Rudolph the Red-nosed Reindeer: Almost everyone 
is familiar with the story of Rudolph and how his red nose 
saves Christmas. This is a wonderful movie to watch, with 
the classic Rudolph the Red-nosed Reindeer, song. The 
story is cheerful and a fun movie for all ages with its easy 
to follow plot. Just like Santa Claus is Comin’ to Town, it is 
a somewhat childish movie, but considering that this movie 
is more of a classic, I would give it an 8/10. 

Santa Claus is Comin’ to Town: Not only will this 
movie bring back childhood memories for many, it features 

a new twist on the story of how Santa Claus became Santa 
Claus. The film portrays a somewhat magical feeling 
watching Kris Kringle arrive at the North Pole, fall in love, 
and grow old as Santa. However, this movie tends to be 
childish and meant for younger ages. Nonetheless, I would 
give Santa Claus is Comin’ to Town, a 7/10.

National Lampoon’s Christmas Vacation: This foolish 
movie will spark laughter every time, no matter how old 
you are. Clark Griswold, played by the hysterical Chevy 
Chase, just wants to bring his family the perfect Christmas 
from decking out the entire house from top to bottom in 
lights to dragging the family out in the freezing cold for the 
perfect Christmas tree. It is inevitable that from the very first 
scene to the last, you will not be able to stop laughing. In 
addition to the incessant comedy, the movie shows that you 
can have a joyful Christmas even with a somewhat crazy 
family. Without a doubt, I would give National Lampoon’s 
Christmas Vacation a 10/10. 

Disney’s A Christmas Carol: The story behind Scrooge 
is always a classic, no matter who plays him. In this time 
traveling film, Jim Carrey does an excellent job capturing 
Ebenezer’s character. The story is presented in a captivating 
way, however I am not a fan of the 3D computer animated 
characters in this film. The modern animation takes away 
from the classic story that is meant to capture the joy of 
Christmas. Additionally, I find it too unnatural compared 
to the other versions of A Christmas Carol. The story is 
excellent, but with the strange animation, I would give this 
film a 4/10. 

Frosty the Snowman: Short and sweet, this jolly movie 
is sure to get you in the Christmas spirit. The story of Frosty 
is cheerful all around, and of course, the film features the 
classic Frosty the Snowman, song. It is always a quick, go-to 
movie for the holidays and I would easily give Frosty the 
Snowman, a 10/10.

New “Gilmore Girls” popular, 
but not like original

Holiday classics bring joy

Photo Courtesy of Netflix

Photos Courtesy of IMDB

TV holiday 
specials make 
for delightful, 
entertaining 
experience

By Niki Fiorenza
Entertainment Editor@nikifiorenza

Photos Courtesy of Karen Arnold and shannonpatrick17
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With pom poms flying and 
loud voices chanting both 
old and new cheers, the girls’ 

cheerleading teams prepare for another 
basketball season while the competitive 
team gears up for January’s competition. 

On January 14th, the competitive team 
will compete for the third time in three 
years at Walnut Hills. 

Their routine consists of three and a 
half minutes of tumbling, jumps, a cheer, 
a chant, and a dance, according to Diana 
Coleman (12). 

As the squad tumbles and dances, a 
mix of five to eight songs plays in the 
background.

“I absolutely love doing competitive 
because it is challenging, you get to show 
off all that we have worked so hard at and 
you bond with the girls throughout the six 
months,” Coleman said. 

At last year’s competition, the team 

Cheer squads begin new 
season, prepare for competition
By Karlin Holley

Staff Writer       @Karlin_Elise

The freshmen baseball field has 
received a grass infield, allowing 
them to play more games and take 

less rain-outs.  The baseball field, located 
at Phillips Park, has been renovated to 
include not only a new infield, but an 
irrigation system as well.  The irrigation 
system allows for increased drainage 
on the field, keeping the field dry during 
periods of rain. This is an improvement to 
the previous condition of the field, which 
only featured a dirt infield.

Coach Ken Reed (Coach) is glad to see 
that the field is being upgraded.

“We are happy to see that the facilities 
are getting better.  This will greatly 
improve the likelihood of freshman games 
being played in the spring, because they 
sometimes are cancelled due to the rain,” 
Mr. Reed said.

The Loveland Youth Baseball 
Organization (LYBO) completed the 
project, in conjunction with the City of 
Loveland.  The City of Loveland permits 
LYBO to make general improvements 
to baseball fields owned by the city.  The 
approximate cost of the new infield 
was estimated to be about $10,000, 
according to current LYBO president Matt 
Kapszukiewicz.  LYBO completed the field 
in several weeks and met with the City of 
Loveland for the duration of the project.

These fields are not just for the freshman 
baseball team, but also for the wider 
Loveland community.  The fields at Phillips 
are utilized by recreational teams and 
select teams.  Mr. Kapszukiewicz stressed 
that this was not just a development with 
the high school team in mind.

“This is not just an investment for high 
school baseball, but an investment for the 
wider Loveland community as well,” Mr. 
Kapszukiewicz said.

LYBO has made a concerted effort with 
the city and the schools to improve the 
middle school fields in the past as well.  
Over $120,000 has been spent by LYBO 
improving the fields at the middle school, 
making developments such as fencing and 
irrigation.

Freshman 
baseball field 
renovated by 
City of Loveland

By Cole Behrens 
Staff Writer@ColeBEHRreport

Photo by Cole Behrens
A newly renovated field stands 
ready for baseball season at Phillips 
Park. The city of Loveland was 
responsible for the renovation. 

placed 3rd overall.
The basketball cheer squads are also 

in full swing. 
Some, like 
Olivia Cox (12) 
cheer for both 
football and 
basketball.

“Transitioning 
into basketball 
season is fun but 
cha l leng ing ,” 
Cox said. “In 
the fall, we had 
14 cheerleaders 
and one game 
a week. Now 
we have eight 
c h e e r l e a d e r s 
and two games 
a week.”

According to 
Cox, although 
it can be 
challenging, the 

Mitch Robinson (12) goes for 
a layup in the first game of the 
season. Robinson has been on the 
varsity team for two years. 

Photo by Sam Smith

Basketball teams strive for excellence
By Sam Smith

Staff Writer       @samwsmith33

Women’s basketball began the 
season with a win against 
Sycamore on Saturday, 

November 26th. Varsity won 65-42, and 
all other teams 
also won. 

On the 29th, 
the women’s 
varsity team 
continued their 
winning season 
when they beat 
Harrison 62-
28. 

M e n ’ s 
b a s k e t b a l l 
began on 
F r i d a y , 
D e c e m b e r 
2nd against 
Harrison with a 
43-49 win. The 
teams hope to 
find success 
in the coming 
games. 

“We have a lot of young guys on the team 
this year. But, we also have six seniors that 
are great leaders. Having a lot of young guys 
means that they will be very experienced 
for the upcoming years. Our team has some 

519 West Loveland Avenue

smaller squad can be good. 
“Having a smaller team and more 

games allows us to 
become stronger as a 
team,” Cox said. 

Coleman has cheered 
since 4th grade and will 
be going to Kent State 
next year where she 
hopes to continue her 
cheer career.

“What I love most 
about cheer that makes 
me want to continue 
is the sisterhood bond 
that you form with your 
squad and the excitement 
of cheering on your 
team to victory. I am 
most excited to stunt in 
college; it’s this rushing 
feeling of being thrown 
up in the air, it feels so 
amazing,” said Coleman.

Photo by Anna Azallion
Caroline Spikes(9), Emily Boys 
(9) and Kayla Adkins (9) cheer 
on the sidelines of a freshman 
basketball game. Their squad 
also partakes in pre-game 
traditions at all home games.

“We are happy to see 
that the facilities are 
getting better,” Ken 
Reed (Coach) said. 

very talented players that will make some 
great contributions this year. I believe that 
we will have a very successful season,” 
Varsity Guard, Mitch Robinson (12) said.

The players claim that the coming season 
will not be easy, but they are ready to face 
the challenge.

“I think we will 
experience some ups and 
downs, but we really 
have the potential to be 
pretty good as we grow 
as a team,” men’s varsity 
Center/Power Forward 
Mitch Suder (12) said. 

The women’s team also 
claims to have high hopes 
for the coming season. 
The women’s varsity has 
seen two consecutive wins, 
besting Harrison 63-28 
on November 29th. The 
varsity team fell to Mason 
44-30.

 “We’re hoping we can 
handle the pressure and 
come out with a win. We’re 
hoping to get a better 

record than we did last year. We ended 15-
10. We already have a strong team,” Small 
Forward, Madi McDermott (11) said.

Although the players are hopeful, there 
will be some major hurdles to overcome. 
According to Julie Renner (Athletic 

D i r e c t o r ) ; 
C o l l e e n 
Swift (11) 
will be unable 
to play during 
much of the 
season due 
to a surgery. 
Furthermore, 
many of the 
players on 
all teams are 
new, which 
could present 
a challenge.

“ O u r 
Tigers are 
a very 
d i sc ip l ined 
team. I really 
think things 
are going to 
go well for 
them. I like 
the way they 

follow the coaches. Coach Laughman has 
put a system in place, and they’re staying 
true to themselves. I’m just proud of them 
for the team effort they are putting attitude 
in. I think they are looking forward to a 
very successful season,” Mrs. Renner said.

Last year, the men’s varsity team made 
it to sectional finals. The basketball teams 
aim to do even better this year. 

Jillian Hayes (9) 
takes a shot at a 
home game. Hayes 
was one of four 
underclassmen on 
the varsity team. 

Photo by Sam Smith
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Bengals learn difficulties 
of sustaining success
By Nick Henthorn

Editor-in-chief@nickthorn135

By Christian Harris
Staff writer@Chris7ianHarris

Cincy
Sports

with
Henthorn

Before I get started here, I would just like 
to point out how sincerely, acutely, pro-
foundly, and deeply saddened I am with 

Mike Nugent.
The long-tenured place kicker has single-handedly 

(footedly?) blown two separate Cincinnati wins. 
Nugent missed an extra point that would eventu-

ally force overtime, which would be played to a tie 
in London against the Redskins. Next, he missed two 
extra points against the Bills, forcing the Bengals to 
try (and fail) for a touchdown instead of a field goal 
at Buffalo’s 27-yard line.

The worst part is, coming out of The Ohio State 
University, Nugent looked like he could’ve been one 
of the greatest kickers since Fred Bednarski introduced 
the modern kicking form in 1957. The guy still has the 
second most field goal-makes of all time in the Big 
Ten and still owns the record for highest field goal 
percentage in the conference.

I’m not mad, Mike. Just disappointed.
Well, at least not as mad as I am with a few other 

members of the Bengals organization.
At the end of the day, the blame goes on the man-

agement; not only for letting productive players leave 
because the price tag was too hefty, but for letting an 
accomplished coaching staff that was successful at get-
ting players to buy into the system crumble into a heap 
of non-proprietary, generic, unoriginal instructors.

First it was offensive coordinator Jay Gruden to 
the Redskins, then defensive coordinator Mike Zim-
mer to the Vikings, and now Hue Jackson spends 
his Sunday nights up in Cleveland, burning through 
quarterbacks faster than Joey Chestnut burns through 
soggy hotdogs. 

Maybe the allure of being a head coach would’ve 
made it difficult to retain these coaches, but they still 
held prominent coaching positions, and I think if 
management would’ve dug a little deeper into their 
wallets, the Bengals could still have one of the most 
talented and innovative coaching staffs in the league.

But management didn’t, and now the Bengals don’t.
Now Cincinnati has Ken Zampese.
The former QB coach has maligned the Bengals 

offense into a one-dimensional, inefficient farce that 
has pushed the team’s weaknesses to the forefront of 
Cincinnati’s schemes.

The Bengals are not good at pass blocking. 
Center, Russell Bodine and rookie Tackle, Cedric 

Ogbuehi have already surrendered twenty quarterback 
pressures this year, and quarterback, Andy Dalton 
has been sacked 2.8 times per game, fourth most in 
the league. Yet Zampese insists on throwing the ball 
37.1 times a game, after throwing 32.1 times a game 
last year.

The persistent, petulant passing paroxysm has only 
been compounded with the issue of a lack of receiving 
talent beyond A.J. Green, because, once again, the 
team let talent leave because they did not want to pay 
them. Now A.J. Green is injured and our top receiving 
threat is Brandon “Stonehands” LaFell.

The coaching is worse, the players are worse, and 
now the Bengals are paying the price for refusing to 
pay their players and coaches asking price. 

Management made the mistake of thinking gifted 
athletes and capable coaches grew on trees, only to 
realize the roster they assembled left them with sour 
grapes.

Excuse the fruit pun.

This winter the academic team is starting its 
season and is looking to dethrone Walnut Hills 
as ECC champs as it begins at 

Turpin on December 7th.
“[We are] hoping to challenge Walnut 

Hills for the title this year because we 
beat them in one of our two matches 
last year,” Jennifer Chast (Chemistry 
teacher) said.

Academic team holds its competitions 
in the library when they are held at home, 
and they travel around to schools in the 
Cincinnati area for competitions as well.

 “The most rewarding part about 
academic team is the feeling of winning 
a really close match,” Daumeyer said.

Academic team is where students 
participate in a series of rounds where 
questions are asked on several topics. It 
is sometimes called a Quiz Bowl when referring to the 
competitions themselves. 

Academic team plans revenge
“Think of the math competition from Mean Girls, but 

more than just math,” Team Captain Henry Daumeyer 
(12) said.

Mrs. Chast helps the team practice the different types of 
questions they might encounter during 
the competitions. 

“[The most rewarding thing is] 
working with such talented and unique 
kids, and they bring comedy to practice 
every day,” she said.

Not very many schools have an 
academic team, but all the schools in 
the ECC have an academic team. 

Academic team also has a conference 
tournament at the end of the season 
on February  22  a t  Turpin  High 
School, where all of the teams in 
the ECC compete for the conference 
championship along with their regular 
season standings.

“Academic Team is very competitive 
(against other teams), while there isn’t much intra-team 
competition,” Daumeyer said.

Wrestling season is in full swing.  Many of the 
wrestlers lose weight or “cut” to get to their 
optimal weight class, in order to be the most 

competitive that they can be.  For some wrestlers like Nate 
Lawry (12), this involves cutting 15 or more pounds in a 
very short period of time.

The goal of many wrestlers is to be as low as possible for 
alpha testing, the baseline weight test for wrestlers.  This 
baseline weight limits the amount of weight each wrestler 
can lose a week, potentially limiting their success in a given 
season.

“I went from 170 pounds to 153 pounds,” Lawry said.
Nate’s strategy for losing weight involves not eating food 

for days on end, as well as tricking his nervous system into 
releasing water trapped in his body.

“You drink as much water as you can for a couple days, and 
then stop drinking water.  Your body continues to dehydrate 
water even after you have stopped drinking it,” Lawry said.

Nate often suffers from violent weight swings, and is 
constantly scrambling to get back to his alpha weight, 
resulting in several months of a vicious cycle of weight loss 
and gain. Lawry will sometimes gain as much as 20 pounds 
back after a weigh in.  Much of Nate’s weight loss happens 
within several days of a meet, leaving him malnourished 
going in to wrestle, according to Nate.

Dominic Ferreri (12) has also lost weight.  He managed 
his weight over a six-month period and lost approximately 50 
pounds.  He uses what he claims is a much more maintainable 

By Cole Behrens
Staff writer@colebehr_report

Wrestling with weight loss: 
Athletes share effective methods

strategy, mixing a calorie deficit with rigorous exercise in 
the off-season.

 According to Dominic, his weight loss plan gives him 
much more freedom to eat a consistent amount of food. He 
can enjoy a relatively normal eating cycle during the week.  

“I always eat a full breakfast and I always feel full during 
the day, never too full but never really hungry it’s close to 
another meal,” Ferreri said.

For Nate, his rapid weight cutting is a detriment to personal 
life. According to him, cutting weight makes him lethargic 
and cranky.

“In school, I struggle to concentrate.  At home, I just want 
to lie in my bed.  In relationships, I find it difficult to maintain 
a positive demeanor,” Lawry said.

According to OHSAA rules, not making your weight class 
could be an extreme harm to the team, and can result in a loss 
in a dual or forfeits in a tournament.  A forfeit in a weight 
class gives the other team 6 points in forfeiture points. Both 
Lawry and Ferreri wrestle on the varsity team.  

The holiday season is a difficult period for wrestlers, 
regardless of weight loss method.  Tempting holiday treats 
and the dreaded Thanksgiving meals can leave many 
wrestlers rushing to shed those holiday pounds.

“I just pretend like those calories don’t count- holiday 
calories aren’t real,” Ferreri said.

Nate tries to be reasonable with his intake over the holiday 
season to try and minimize the impact on his already volatile 
weight situation.

“I try to be disciplined during the holidays but I get my 
hands on sweets every once in a while,” Lawry said.

Cole Swartz (12) and 
Henry Daumeyer (12) 
prepare for a match. Both 
seniors were captains for 
the 2016-17 season. 

photo by J. Chast
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Up-and-coming writer Anna-Jessie Taylor sparked by literature
By Niki Fiorenza

Entertainment Editor@nikifiorenza

“For pretty much as long as I can 
remember, I’ve loved writing,” said aspiring 
writer Anna-Jessie Taylor (12). She can 
recall writing her first real story in first or 
second grade, and picking it back up in 
fifth or sixth grade, proceeding to write 
longer stories. Once she hit middle school, 
she participated in National Novel Writing 
Month, finishing her first full-length novel 
in only thirty days. 

“It was incredibly satisfying,” Taylor said, 
“but also I pretty much didn’t have a life 
the entire month because I was writing, and 
the novel was absolutely terrible--but hey, 
it’s something.” This determination truly 
sparked her life in creative writing. 

Being a successful writer involves a lot 
of reading, and she has always been an 
avid reader. 

“My older siblings and I always loved to 
read, probably because our parents did, too, 
and they really encouraged that. My dad 
would read to all of us every night when 
we were little, and we’d go to the library 

Described by one student as, “literally 
the greatest human in the world,” Max 
Sprigg-Dudley (11) participates in music 
programs at the high school and is a 
member of a four-member 
extracurricular band, the 
Sharp 4. In all his ponytailed 
glory, he reveals the secrets 
to his luscious hair and the 
world record he’d like to 
break.

The Roar: Do you feel 
that you are partially 
re s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e 
popularization of the long 
hair/ “man bun” trend?

Max Sprigg-Dudley: 
I don’t know that I can 
c la im any  s igni f icant 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y,  b u t  I 
certainly noticed an increase 
in long hair about a year 
after I started letting my hair grow out. 
Coincidence? Maybe, maybe not.

TR: What hair products do you use?
MSD: I actually use kids’ shampoo and 

conditioner from Suave because it keeps 
my hair nice and soft and also has this great 
watermelon scent.

TR: Which/ how many instruments 
do you play?

MSD: I play the upright bass and the bass 
guitar as well as a wide variety of auxiliary 
percussion instruments.

TR: You’re in the band the Sharp 4. 
Who are your counterparts, and what 
role do each of you play?

MSD: I play electric bass in the Sharp 4, 
Garrett Fasig (11) plays tenor saxophone, 
Tim Hansen (11) plays guitar, and Zach 
Cousino (11) plays drum set. Henry 
Daumeyer (12) sometimes joins the group 
on trombone and Margaret Eilert (12) 
sings with us on occasion. (Like us on 
Facebook! Facebook.com/thesharp4.)

TR: What kind of music do you play, 
and what plans do you have for the 

By Erica Perl
News & Editorials Editor@heylookitsErica

Max Sprigg-Dudley shares musical 
talents, record-breaking dreams

for fun.” 
Her favorite book is A Ring of Endless 

Light by Madeleine L’Engle, to which she 
credits many of her views in life and a lot 
of her love for writing. 

“That book never fails to put me in a 
mood to create, and I’m also inspired by 

music, other books, and traveling.”
Though there are countless genres to 

choose from, Taylor typically prefers to 

write stories directed towards young adults, 
with lots of underlying themes and plot lines 
that relate to the supernatural or “higher” 
world. She loves writing about people--
developing characters is one of her favorite 
parts of the entire process. 

“I do it for fun sometimes, and I have a 
whole folder of character profiles I didn’t 
end up using. So, I guess my favorite thing 
to write about is people and relationships 
and how they all work together.”

However, she does not stick to just one 
type of writing. “Fiction is my weapon of 
choice but I love to write poetry, random 
prose, flash fiction, personal essays, and 
even occasionally essays for school, too. 
My big projects are usually either poetry 
or fiction stories.”

Writing is a time-consuming process, and 
as Taylor said, finding time is one of the 
most difficult parts of being a writer. 

“When I sit down to write something, I 
like to not have a time limit on it, so I can 
just do however much I need to do and then 
move on. But with school, extracurriculars, 
etc., it’s hard to just get to work and write 
some words.”

Another difficult aspect of being a writer 
is her personal preference of the process. 

“I value character so much higher than 
plot, and I don’t like to get bogged down 
with plot points and extra scenes, so I 
just skip over those a lot of the time and 
try and write them later. Also, I’m super 
impatient with exposition, and I always 
want to skip ahead to write the scenes 
I’ve been imagining, but I can never write 
them correctly until I get to that point in 
the story.”

Taylor is currently working on a couple 
of projects. 

“Right now I’m in the process of revising 
one of my biggest projects, and when I’m 
not working on that, I’m writing a novella 
about Hades, the Greek god, if he were a 
regular guy living in Florida.”

She wishes to continue with writing for 
the rest of her life. “If it doesn’t turn into 
my career it’s absolutely something I’m 
going to keep doing forever. If I ever finish 
revising this project, maybe I’ll send it to 
publishers or something, who knows? All I 
know is that I love writing and it’s always 
going to be a part of my life.”

group?
MSD: We enjoy playing many kinds of 

music with a focus on jazz. I personally 
enjoy our more soulful, R&B-inspired 
tunes like “Can’t Wait For Perfect” by Bob 
Reynolds. I would love to keep gigging 
with the group both publicly and for private 

events, and I 
think we are 
on a good path 
to accomplish 
t h i s  g o a l 
and to keep 
p l a y i n g 
together in the 
future.

TR: What 
kind of food 
do you most 
i d e n t i f y 
with?

M S D :  I 
identify with 
g i n g e r s n a p 
c o o k i e s . 

Not because of any clever or insightful 
connection to my personality (although I’m 
sure there’s one to be made), I just really 
enjoy gingersnap cookies.

TR: If you could break any world 
record, which would you want to break 
and why?

MSD: I want to break the record for 
highest number of different animal species 
cohabiting peacefully (for example dogs 
living with cats living with guinea pigs 
living with boa constrictors etcetera.) Not 
sure if that’s an official record yet but it sure 
as heck ought to be.

TR: In your opinion, what would you 
consider to be the worst song ever made?

MSD: There’s an Irving Berlin tune called 
I’ve Got My Love to Keep Me Warm that 
we’re singing in my choir class. Now don’t 
get me wrong, Irving Berlin wrote a lot of 
great songs, and I actually really like the 
melody of this one. But the words are just 
too silly. The first two lines are “The snow 
is snowing / the wind is blowing” and it only 
gets worse from there.

Max is practicing for the jazz band with Niki Fiorenza 
(12). They took a break and tried on a flower crown.

Anna-Jessie writing in her journal on a 
train to York, England. She went on the 
trip with the school over the summer.

Photo by Mackenzie Talbott

Photo by Niki Fiorenza
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By Sam Smith
Staff writer@samwsmith33

Photographer Tyler Shields’s 
new series provokes thought

My 
Weird 

Life
Important Lesson:
Don’t take food from strangers

I’ve found myself in some strange places and situations 
in my life so far, many that have changed my ideology 

and inspired me to become who I am today. 
Last summer, my family and I took a trip to North 

Carolina and stayed in Asheville for the most part of 
our journey, but ventured into nearby areas a few times. 
While in Asheville, we spent time at a small music 
festival that was occurring over the weekend with great 
music, food, and plenty of arts and crafts vendors. With 
so much diversity within the community, there was 
endless curiosity with each vendor holding new goods 
for sale or for show. 
After spending a while at the festival, we decided to 

get some food at a local restaurant by the name of Farm 
Burger, which specializes in grass-fed beef burgers-
-it was easily one of the best burgers I’ve ever had. 
Seriously, if you’re ever in Asheville, you should check 
out Farm Burger. So, we continued on with our day and 
visited some of the shops in the area. 
Around the corner, I noticed a group of kids and young 

adults who were playing music together, and they were 
making a meal right there on the street. The clothes they 
were wearing were torn up and mostly covered with dirt, 
and each one seemed to have very long hair with beads 
intertwined in it. 
A dog sat next to them, and they were all smiling as they 

sang along to the song they were playing at the time. I 
walked by and said hello, and they offered me some of 
the food they were making. At the time this didn’t seem 
like a bad idea--I mean, it was a beautiful, sunny day and 
music was all around with great vibes everywhere, but 
after I took a bite of the salad they handed me, I started 
to regret it. 
We walked into a store nearby and asked the lady 

working about the kids outside, and told her I ate the salad 
they gave me. She informed me that she knew the kids, 
and they experimented with mind-altering substances. 
The store owner and my father both agreed that I should 
try to get the salad out. I then went to the back of the store 
and made myself vomit until nothing else was left in my 
stomach. 
As I was throwing up, I was thinking about that 

phenomenal burger I ate earlier and how it was all over 
the ground. I was fine after clearing out my stomach, and 
we headed back the hotel. I wasn’t affected by anything 
in the salad (if there was anything in it at all), but it was a 
crazy experience and it really made me reconsider eating 
food from strangers, no matter how nice and welcoming 
they look. Yeah, never do that. 

Tyler Shields is 
considered by many 
to be one of the 

most popular contemporary, 
active photographers. 
Shields will be exhibiting his 
newest collection of images 
and book, Provocateur, 
in the Hyde Park Miller 
Gallery on December 15. 
Tyler Shields is known for 

his anti-glamour celebrity 
portraits, often with 
counterculture and anti-
consumerism messages. 
Shield’s photos include a 
black man hanging a KKK 
member, a woman fighting 
an alligator for a $100,000 
alligator-skin purse and a 
bride and groom sinking 
underwater. 
“We have a great selection 

coming,” Tyler Shields told 
The Roar. 
For Provocateur, Shields 

set fire to a $15,000 Louis 
Vuitton chest. He also 
blew up a Rolls Royce 
1970s Silver Shadow car 
for the series. There has 
been controversy over the 
morality of destruction for 
the sake of art, a point Tyler 
Shields hoped to raise.
“I think that if the intent is 

to say something, then it’s 
art. So yes, I think that is 
art,” Mr. Barrett (Photo) 
argued, referencing Shield’s 
destructive photographs.
Provocateur largely 

focuses on societal outlooks 
on human impulses, often 
through somewhat racy 

Photo courtesy of tylershields.com

Tyler Shields’s new 
book Provacateur is 
set to be released 
on January 3.  The 
pictures reflect 
Shields’s unique and 
twisted view. 

Photo courtesy of flickr.com

By Jon Parker
Photo Editor@ijurassicparker

 Among the lively downtown 
area, Asheville also features 
beautiful mountain ranges. 
This photo was taken atop 
Grandfather Mountain.

photos with the intent 
of asking the questions 
“why does this make me 
uncomfortable?” and “what 
does this really say?”. 
“Art is an imagination. 

Pornography is a fact,” 
Shields explained. 
In other words, the series 

is intended to provoke 
thought, not to be viewed in 
a sexual light. Provocateur 
is French for “inciting 
agent,” and refers to one 
who provokes-- Provocateur 
hopes to provoke emotion 
and thought through 
larger-than-life, vibrant 
images. Over Thanksgiving 
weekend, the book surged to 
the #1 spot on the Amazon 
new release photography-
book chart, where it is 
currently up for sale. 
“I really enjoy his style and 

how, instead of over-editing 
his photos, he allows the 
subjects to really speak 
in the images and convey 
emotions,” photographer 
Tim Kim (2016 Alumnus) 
claimed. 
Tyler Shields encourages 

young and new 

photographers to move away 
from shooting in already-
popular and unoriginal 
styles simply for the sake of 
approval. Although Shields 
has 378,000 followers on 
Instagram, he recommends 
novices shoot for more than 
social media glory.
“[Photography] is a 

marathon, not a sprint. 
People try to hurry now, like 
it’s a race. They do things 
just to get “likes”, and that’s 
no good,” Tyler Shields 
explained.
Many artists struggle 

to make new work in a 
world where it seems that 
everything has already been 
done again. It is Shield’s 
opinion that no idea is truly 
original at conception.
“Everything has already 

been done until you do 
something new in your own 
way,” Shields explained.
Shields claims to be 

looking forward to sharing 
his work at the Hyde Park 
Gallery this December. 
“We’ve got a great 

selection coming,” he 
explained.
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