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New AP classes offered for 2015-2016 year
The 2015-2016 school year 

presents an addition of a variety 
of new AP courses available to 
all upcoming juniors and seniors. 
The following courses begin next 
fall and will create more oppor-
tunities to guide students toward 
higher academic possibilities.

One of the first new classes 
added to the school’s course se-
lections is AP Art History. This 
course is offered and available 
for juniors and seniors who are 
interested in topics such as the 
nature of art, creation of art, and 
responses to art. According to 
the course selection guide, this 
course will be one semester in 
length and will introduce students 
to the art world as they experi-
ence, research, discuss, read, and 
write about various pieces of arts 
and artists. 

“You don’t have to be an art-
ist to take this course. We will 

mostly be looking at slides and 
lectures on the different ways that 
cultures handle the art elements 
and connecting that information 
to art’s history,” Mrs. Grant (art) 
said. 

For any seniors who are inter-
ested in taking calculus and earn-
ing college credit, there are now 
two new AP courses to choose 
from. AP Calculus AB will be a 
forty-five minute year-long class 
equivalent to Calculus 1 at the 
college level. If a student passes 
the calculus AB test, they may re-
ceive up to five hours of college 
credit, depending on the school 
that they choose. According to 
the course selection guide, topics 
discussed in this course include 
The Fundamental Theorem of 
Calculus; position, velocity, and 
acceleration; area and volume ap-
plications; differential equations; 
use of geometry to find integrals; 
intermediate value theorem; and 
the mean value theorem. AP Cal-
culus BC will be a ninety min-

ute year-long class equivalent to 
Calculus 1 and 2 at the college 
level. Thus, if a student passes 
the BC exam they may receive 
10-credit hours of mathematics. 
This would be equivalent to the 
first two college calculus courses. 
Topics discussed in this course, 
as described in the course selec-
tion guide, include those learned 
in AP Calculus AB as well as 
polar functions with calculus, 
vectors and derivatives of vector 
functions, arc length of curves in-
cluding parametrics convergence 
tests, taylor polynomials, Eurel’s 
Method L’Hopital’s Rule, and 
improper integrals.

“If a student took regular Pre-
calculus their junior year, I would 
say they are a candidate for either 
honors Calculus or AP Calculus 
AB. If a student took honors pre-
calculus, I would say they would 
be a strong candidate for BC Cal-
culus,” Mrs. Powers (math) said. 

Also, starting next year there 
will be two different options of-

fered to students interested in AP 
physics. AP Physics I is a college-
level course designed for juniors 
and seniors interested in an intro-
duction to the main principles of 
physics with an emphasis on the 
development of problem solving. 
A student must have taken up to 
Integrated Math III to take this al-
gebra-based physics course. The 
other option, AP Physics C, is 
only for seniors who have taken 
or are in the process of taking cal-
culus. This class is a college-level 
course designed as a foundation 
for students planning to major in 
physical science or engineering. 
According to the course selection 
guide, the subject matter includes 
topics of mechanics, electricity, 
and magnetism. 

“The big difference is that AP 
physics I is algebra-based, while 
AP Physics C is calculus based. 
Both classes will cover the same 
material, but the math involved 
will be different,” Mr. Ward (sci-
ence) said. 

AP Psychology, transitioning 
from an online course to a class-
room course, will now be offered 
to incoming juniors and seniors. 
According to the course selec-
tion guide, this course will be one 
semester in length and will intro-
duce students to the systematic 
and scientific aspects of human 
behavior and mental processes. 
Students will have the chance to 
explore and apply psychological 
theories, key concepts, and phe-
nomena associated with topics 
such as behavior, sensation and 
perception, learning and cogni-
tion, motivation, developmental, 
and social psychology. 

“I would recommend anyone 
that has any interest in the field of 
psychology or those who would 
like to earn some college credit to 
take the course,” Mr. Reed (psy-
chology) said. 

To find more information on  go 
to the course selection guide at 
www.lovelandschools.org or see a 
guidance counselor.

Robotics team competes in state level tournament

The Robotics team, known as 
the Loveland Nuts & Bolts, has 
been busy with competitions. 

They compete annually in the 
First Tech Challenge, or FTC, 
competition. The most recent 
competition included the state 
tournament, but they first had to 
perform in the qualifying tourna-
ments. 

To advance to the state tourna-
ment, a team must perform well 
in a qualifying tournament. After 
participating in two of these qual-
ifying tournaments, the team had 
the chance to advance to the state 
tournament. 

In competitions, teams are held 
to many standards.

“Teams are judged not only on 
their robot, but also on such as-
pects as how well the team con-
nects and reaches out to the com-
munity, how well the team did in 
the design and building stages of 
their robot, how well the team 
documents its design, builds, 
and revises, how well the team 
promotes the ideals of STEM to 
their community, etc.,” Mr. Phil 
Marchal (Computer Science) 
said.

The first qualifying tournament 
that they participated in was at 
Springboro High School on Janu-
ary 17th and 18th. It was a round 
robin style tournament where 
their robot competed five times. 
They finished in fourth place, 
which guaranteed them a spot 
in the elimination tournament. 
Twelve teams participate in the 
elimination portion of the tourna-
ment, and they were knocked out 
in the first round. 

Multiple awards are presented 
at each competition. At this tour-
nament, the team was awarded 
for the control systems they built 
and coded in their robot. 

The second qualifying tourna-
ment was held on January 30th 
and 31st at Walnut Hills High 
School. The team placed fourth 
out of twenty four teams in the 
round robin portion of the tourna-
ment, and this once again guaran-
teed them a spot in the elimina-
tion portion of the competition. 
In the elimination portion of 
the qualifying tournament, they 
placed as the runner-up, which 
meant that they qualified for the 
next level tournament, the state 
tournament. 

In their second qualifying tour-
nament, they won two awards: 

inspire and promote. 
The state tournament was held 

on February 13th and 14th at 
iSpace. There were thirty-two 
teams from five different states 

that competed. The team ended 
up finishing 19 out of 32. This 
was not enough for them to qual-
ify for the next round of compe-
tition, which is called the Super 

Regional. 
“We had a good, but not great, 

day.  The competition was very 
good,” Mr. Marchal said.

Photo courtesy of Mr. Marchal

Loveland Nuts & Bolts is pictured above. The team placed 19th out of 35 teams at the state tournament.
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Choosing roommate proves challenging
As seniors approach the final months of their high school years, 

they begin to transition out of the college application process and 
into the housing application process. For those who will be living 
in campus housing, this involves selecting a roommate. While some 
individuals are going to the same school as their close friends, such 
as Miami University or The Ohio State University, and may not have 
as hard of a time picking out roommates, there are other individuals 
who may be traveling out of state or to a college where they do not 
know a soul. These are the people who are faced with the daunting, 
yet exciting, task of random roommate selection, which has striking 
resemblance to online dating.

While it is quite crazy to picture life in close quarters with a virtual 
stranger for the next year, as it just seems weird to those who have 
not had to share a room all of their life, this experience can create 
life-long friends. Since most colleges require everyone to fill out a 
survey of their interests when they complete a college application, it 
is rather easy to find a list of potential roommates. However, there are 
a few things to consider when choosing a roommate from this list.

“Ask the right questions” is the first advice that Teen Vogue shares 
regarding the roommate application process. Such questions include 
those pertaining to sleeping habits, study habits, social life, and 
sharing clothes and other items. While it is important to be sure that 

potential roommates have similar interests, such as sports, hobbies, 
favorite T.V. shows, and Greek Life, it is also important that questions 
go beyond the surface to ensure that both roommates will be compatible 
and will actually be able to live alongside one another. 

The second piece of advice that Teen Vogue offers is, “Don’t find a 
clone of yourself.” This is important as small differences could actually 
result in a better friendship. Getting to know someone from a differ-
ent background is also beneficial as it often results in personal growth 
for both individuals involved. After all, life with a “clone” could get 
rather dull after a while, and both individuals could end up butting 
heads over minute issues. 

The final element on which Teen Vogue advises is to explore as many 
potential roommate options as possible. The first person an individual 
talks to may not be his or her best fit for a roommate. Social media 
is instrumental in this process more so than ever before, as it allows 
everyone to connect with a wide variety of other people and not just 
one or two. 

The roommate selection process can often be extremely nerve-
wracking, as college life is often the first time that 18 year olds make 
real-world adult decisions, which will affect them for a rather long time. 
However, keeping said tips in mind will ease the process tremendously. 
After all, Allison Ryan, a professor at the University of Illinois, stated, 
“No one forgets their college roommate,” and some roommates may 
even end up becoming friends for life. 

By Halle Russo
Editor-in-chief

By Paige Smith
News and Editorials editor

Recently, the fashion industry controver-
sially deemed size 12 model Robyn Lawley 
plus-size. Considering Lawley’s toned legs 
and arms, flat stomach, and overall fit phy-
sique, this designation incited an outrage 
from the public. Despite the absurdity of the 
label, classifying women with healthy bodies 
as plus-size is now the norm in the fashion 
industry as women as small as size six, ac-
cording to director of MSA Models Anthony 
Higgins, are viewed as plus-size at some agen-
cies. This blatant flaw in the modeling industry 
undermines the representation of diverse body 
types in fashion that is necessary to empower 
women of all shapes and sizes, and part of 
the blame can be attributed to the industry’s 
refusal to hire real plus-size models. 

Although the current standards of plus-size 
modeling are more lenient than the size zero 
world of high fashion, plus-size modeling 
has lost the ability to be considered plus-size. 
According to PLUS Model Magazine, size 
14-24 models were regarded as plus-size ten 
years ago. However, the majority of plus-size 
models now fall between sizes six through 14, 
despite fervent expressions of dissatisfaction 
from customers. When these measurements 
are compared to the average size 14 American 
woman, it becomes evident that these models 

are actually normal-sized, rather than larger-
sized as the word “plus” insinuates. In effect, 
women are presented with images of models 
that reflect the average-sized woman but are 
ingrained with the idea that these models 
represent abnormality.

When the actions of the fashion industry 
regarding plus-size modeling are examined, it 
becomes clear that it holds some responsibil-
ity for the misrepresentation of fuller-figured 
women. According to Amanda M. Czerni-
awski, author of Fashioning Fat: Inside Plus-
Size Modeling,  the main issue is that modeling 
agencies are actively seeking to expand their 
ranks and bring in women of all body shapes, 
but the companies and designers refuse to hire 
women that are truly plus-size.

Czerniawski states that the fashion industry 
will do anything to avoid hiring plus-size 
models. For example, designers will often 
use thin models but stuff their clothing with 
padding to give off the illusion that the model 
represents a curvier woman with a slim face, 
arms, and legs. In addition, advertisers often 
refrain from hiring models over size 16, even 
if the ad campaign is centered on plus-sized 
fashion. Practices like this coupled with the 
industry’s tendency to label normal bodies as 
plus-size distorts women’s understanding of 
what healthy looks like, demonstrating that 
thinness is essential to beauty, according to 
Czerniawski. In addition, stores catered to-

ward plus size women often don’t offer over 
size 12-14.

Although fashion may be an exclusive 
world that has its own stringent rules and 
regulations that may justify why average 
bodies can be considered larger than aver-
age, fashion has an obligation to represent 
bodies of all shapes and sizes. According to 
Katherine LaGrave of The Huffington Post 
Style, fashion serves to make everyone feel 
beautiful. However, this cannot be achieved 
when the industry chooses to hire women 
that are perfectly fit and toned. Designers and 
companies must realize that all bodies cannot 
be perfect, but that does not mean that those 
bodies must be hidden.  

To combat the lack of plus-size models in 
fashion, members of the industry must begin to 
hire larger women, according to Czerniawski. 
The agencies have already taken the first step 
by promoting these women. Now, the design-
ers and advertisers need to take the next leap 
forward and use women of all sizes to preserve 
the main purpose of fashion. 

Both fashion and plus-size modeling are 
intended to represent and showcase the beauty 
of everyone, despite height, weight, or bodily 
imperfections. Therefore, the industry must 
strive to fulfill its goal. When fuller-figured 
women receive equal representation, the 
meaning of “plus-size” will revert back to its 
genuine meaning.

Plus-size models fail to represent plus-size
By Jazmyn Browning
Staff writer

For the majority of people today it is almost 
impossible to get through the day without 
being bombarded with pictures of celebrities. 
Whether they come from social media, televi-
sion, or advertisements, these photos are ev-
erywhere and most of them have one thing in 
common; they illustrate the “ideal body type”.
Women are expected to be slim while men 

are expected to be both muscular and slender. 
However, according to research done by 
UCLA, less than 5 percent of people have the 
body type most often exhibited in the media. 
The fact that these images are continually used 
as the “norm” puts pressure on viewers to try 
and achieve this image. 
The average woman in the U.S. is 5’4” and 

140 pounds while the average model in the 
U.S. is 5’11” and weighs 117 pounds. Consis-
tent exposure to these images fuels unrealistic 
expectations for how the general population 
should look.
Traditionally, concerns about body image 

have centered mainly on girls, but in recent 
years, more and more research has been 
focused on boys. For males, the emphasis 
on building a muscular physique begins at a 
young age. According to research prepared 
by the National Strength and Conditioning 
Association boys as young as ten focus on 
building muscle.
Over time what has been portrayed as the 

standard body type has evolved. Today, female 
models weigh on average 23 percent less than 
the typical woman. Twenty years ago this 
number was only eight percent according to 
AdMedia. This evolution has seen an increase 
in the negative impact on body image.
Another more recent issue that has contrib-

uted to a poor body image is photoshopping 
or photo manipulation. These images set 
completely unreasonable standards because 
in some cases they aren’t even real people. 
According to an article in the New York Times, 
H&M uses computer generated bodies and 
places models’ heads on them. Another tactic 
to make models and celebrities look thinner is 

to erase collarbones, ribs and even hips. Young 
people see these images as “ideal” when they 
are actually impossible to achieve.
All of these factors combine to affect the way 

that people view their own bodies. According 
to a study completed by Rader Programs, 
when asked to pick their ideal body, 30 per-
cent of women chose one that was 20 percent 
underweight, while 44 percent chose one that 
was 10 percent underweight. Another study 
found that 75 percent of women considered 
themselves overweight when only 25 percent 
actually were.
The media has such an impact on how people 

view their bodies because their reach is so 
widespread. However, they could be utiliz-
ing this influence to make a positive impact. 
It would be beneficial for people to see others 
of a healthy weight with different body types 
used in ads or even television shows. This 
could make all the difference in how a young 
person views his or her body and how they 
will treat it as they grow up.
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Andrea Gomez 
On what should you base a major

Halle Russo

Senior year is filled with questions. It seems as if every person you encounter asks you one 
of two questions. One, where you will be attending college, and two, what is your choice of a 
major. While short in length, such questions offer an immense amount of stress because once 
you make your choice in school; you almost immediately begin having doubts about what 
you want to study. Of course there are those who know exactly what they want to do from the 
youngest age, as well as those who have absolutely no idea what they want to do and go into 
college completely undecided. However, the vast majority of people are torn between two ends; 
whether or not to do something you are passionate about or what will make you the most money. 

While careers such as doctors, engineers, and accountants offer large salaries that seem 
enticing to many, the nature of the work can get rather boring. After all, there are arguably few 
people in this world who just absolutely love math or are extremely passionate about organic 
chemistry or biology. In addition, after multiple years of graduate school, you may realize that 
these large salaries do not pay off for a while.  In fact, you will most likely be paying for college 
debt for many years before you can actually start living the lifestyle that immense amounts of 
money offer.  In fact, a study on 2013 high school graduates from ACT found that out of 1.2 
million graduates, only 36 percent chose a major based on something they actually wanted to do.

Therefore, it is important to choose a major based upon the activities you love to do and 
are passionate about. For one, you will enjoy your college classes more, thus getting more 
for your money. You will not dread sitting through hours of class and instead be motivated to 
participate and actually learn. Additionally, you will be happy throughout life as you get up to 
go to work each morning and you will not dread sitting in a cubicle doing something that you 
despise. Finally, you will develop knowledge that you can use to inspire the same work ethic 
and heart among others. 

After all, if you are fascinated by television, then so be it. Find a job with a large news 
network in which you can flourish and inspire others with your passion. If you are absolutely 
love clothes and design, then find a large design firm and spend your life creating fashion that 
your fellow peers who turned into doctors and engineers will dream of wearing. And, if you 
love sports then by gosh become a coach. Find a college job and work to inspire the same spirit 
among young athletes. You will ultimately be happier and live a fuller, more rewarding life 
than someone who goes through the motions each day just to get a large paycheck. Since life 
is short, choosing to spend your time doing what you love is what truly matters. 

 

At the end of the day, the perfect outfit is never complete without the perfect pair of 
shoes. With spring just around the corner, it is an ideal time to find some new shoes to 
add a new flair to some of the outfits that you may already own. Spring also presents the 
perfect opportunity for “spring cleaning,” which provides the perfect excuse to go through 
your closest and replace anything that is old and tired with some bright, new elements. 
Thus, I will be sharing some of my all-time favorite shoes this month, as we transition out 
of the heavy, winter wardrobe and into the much lighter, pastel-colored spring wardrobe. 

1. Tory Burch Reva Ballet Flats
Tory Burch said, “I named these shoes after my mother, the most effortlessly stylish 

woman I know.” While slightly pricy, this collection of ballet flats showcases a timeless 
design and can be worn with practically anything, making them a wise investment. From 
a casual outfit of jeans, a blouse, and statement necklace, to a dress for a formal event, 
Reva flats are sure to stay at the front of your closet for many years as they can be worn 
during practically any season. They come in multiple colors and patterns; however, all 
include the large Tory Burch logo at the front, completing the shoe. Some of my favorite 
color and pattern combinations include the piano stripe in red and gold, the python print, 
and the classic black print. If you order straight from Tory Burch, you get free shipping 
on your order, but, you can often find these flats at a discounted price at Nordstrom Rack 
in Rookwood Commons. 

2. Jack Rogers Sandals
As we transition into spring, we put our winter boots away and our sandals emerge. Jack 

Rogers are my absolute favorite brand of shoes.  First of all, they come in multiple colors, 
from white, to silver, to pink. They are also very versatile and can either be dressed up or 
dressed down depending on the occasion, and are very durable. From styles such as the 
Napa Valley Sandal that features a flawless mixture of gold leather and cork, to the Stardust 
Sandal which features shimmering gold leather, these shoes inevitably get you excited for 
warmer weather and sandy beach vacations. In addition, they can be monogrammed, which 
provides a unique twist on a classic sandal. Another perk of the brand is that the website 
offers free shipping, and who doesn’t love that. 

Spring can be quite an exciting time, especially as the weather warms and you begin to 
spend more time outside. Therefore, consider investing in some shoes this year as it is the 
perfect way to complete both your look and the transition into the new season.

By Halle Russo
Editor-in-chief

Halle’s Helpful Hints 

Holiday Fashion

What do Bill Gates, Sheldon Adelson, Halle Berry, Michael Dell, Henry Ford and Mike 
Zuckerberg all have in common? None of them graduated from college. Despite what 
students often hear from educators and parents, a college degree is not always a necessary 
element for success. 

Going to college has become the traditional way of doing things, making it a route that 
is expected of high school graduates. However, the extreme debt a college student gradu-
ates with may suggest an alternative is a better option. These alternatives may include 
vocational school, enlisting in the military, volunteering with a company that provides the 
necessary living needs, getting an entry level job or even building an entrepreneurship. 

Why does society make college seem like the only avenue to a successful career? For 
some, it may be, but this is not the case for everyone. Thinking about a career plan and the 
reasons for wanting to go to college is a better way to approach life after college, rather 
than automatically deciding that getting a college degree is the right course of action. 
Asking the question, “What is the real purpose of attending?” May help determine is the 
expense is really worth it. 

Many jobs do require a college degree; however according to U.S News, in 2018 it is 
predicted that there will be around 14 million well-paying jobs available to those who have 
more than a high school degree, but less than a college degree. 

The tuition cost of college has increased from year to year. This is due to the fact that 
people will pay almost anything for an education or because of the education arm race. 
Community college is a lot less expensive than a state or private university. The tuition for 
community college is less than half of the cost of a university in many cases. Currently, a 
graduate from a two year college is making more money than a graduate from a four year 
school, according to U.S News. 

College is not for everyone. There is a gray area that most would not consider, but 
should. Becoming successful is something that can be obtained from many different things. 

College attendance 
may not be for everyone
By Megan Phelen
Staff Writer

    It is agreed that Confucius was a wise man. Therefore, anything he said must have been 
true, right? However, even the most intelligent person makes mistakes. After all, society 
tells us time and time again, nobody’s perfect. One of Confucius’s most well-known philo-
sophical statement is, “choose a job you love, and you will never have to work a day in your 
life.” However, I will have to disagree. As much as we would like to be able to learn only 
about what interests us, looking at the long term road, this might not be the best decision. 
    If a major is chosen solely based on interests, the chances that a good-paying job will be 
available to you are slim to none. A study conducted by International Journal of Humanities 
and Social Science indicates that satisfaction with the preparation in a major and academic 
advising are the two factors that have the highest impact on satisfaction with a choice of 
major’s curriculum, (not necessarily major choices based on interest but the quality of 
the program.) People are mentally blinded all the time by society’s constant push to “be 
yourself” “do whatever you want” and “follow your heart”. Yes, it’s good to make your 
own choices, and yes you should be comfortable with who you are and follow your heart, 
but what you want is at times very different from what you need. 
    Think of when you were a kid, you probably spent countless days on the floor of Toys 
R Us begging your parents to buy you another webkinz. At the time, that webkinz seemed 
like a necessity and I don’t blame you, adding another fuzzy friend to your virtual world 
was pretty exciting, but now you can see it wasn’t really a necessity. The same goes for 
choosing majors. Make sure to completely assess all of your opportunities and include the 
money factor into your decision. While choosing what you want to study based on your 
interests could land you with your dream job, it might turn into a nightmare when you 
start missing your bill payments and taxes and eventually have the IRS knocking at your 
door. So through this stressful process of making potentially one of the biggest decisions 
in your life, keep in mind that whichever path you choose, money will always be an aspect 
and if you keep what I’m telling you in mind, this aspect could have a positive effect on 
your life. And remember Kid President said, “Don’t stop believing, unless your dream is 
stupid…then get a better dream and keep going, keep going, and keep going…”

Staff Editorials

Interests Money
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By Bronson Lakes
Staff Writer

Lacrosse teams show promise for spring season  

The returning boys’ lacrosse 
varsity starters Brian Maher 
(12) and Mitchell Kenter (12) at 
defender, Marshal Amon (11) at 
goalie, and Sam Walther (11) as a 
midfielder. Other returning varsity 
players include Drew McDonald 

(12), Nick Delicmmuto (12), and 
Jared Frees (11) at attack , Drew 
Grafflin (10) at defender, and Mi-
chael Newbold (11) at midfielder. 
McDonald committed to Otterbein 
University for lacrosse.

The team started off last season 
with a new coach, Mike Pritz, the 
former Sycamore High School 
lacrosse coach. Pritz coached the 
team to a record of fourteen wins, 
five losses and a trip to the playoffs 
where the team beat Fairfield and 
Elder in the playoffs, but then lost 
to Mason in the third round.

“We’ve got high hopes for this 
year with the goal of winning the 
city championship. We have a 
young team and lost a lot of start-
ers from last year, but we have 
the talent to fill their spots. Be 

“We lost a lot of great players 
and leaders, but I’m excited to 
start the year with a fresh young 
team and be able to pass on what 
I’ve learned from the older guys,” 
Walther said.

The girls’ team has many varsity 
starters coming back too: Kailyn 
Despotakis (12) at attack, Savan-
nah Lee (12) as a midfielder, Tay-
lor Wilhoite (12) at attack, Katie 
McElveen (10) as a midfielder, 
Katy Heath (11) as a midfielder 
and at attack, Hanna Olberding 

Prime Time to Pine Time: Power of Benches
By Claire Ruben

Staff Writer

Not every athlete gets their 
name on the front page after sink-
ing the buzzer-beating game-win-
ning shot. The media fawns over 
the stars, the heroes, yet a team is 
composed of many more pieces. 
The role players, second stringers, 
and substitutes contribute to a vic-
tory like any starting quarterback, 
though these contributions may 
differ from a 60-yard touchdown 
pass or overtime header. 

The so called “benchwarm-
ers” provide the physical and 
emotional stabilization that wins 
championships, if the mental ob-

stacles of being a back-up can be 
overcome.

According to sports psycholo-
gist Dr. Alan Goldberg, the hardest 
position in any sport is “that of 
the reserve.” Preparing with the 
mentality of being ready to play 
and the reality that game time 
may be limited can cause athletes 
to question countless hours in the 
gym and deter their drive to give 
“blood, sweat, and tears” during 
practice.

“An athlete must always prepare 
for every opportunity given,” 
Mr. Brian Conatser (Science) 
said. Dedication comes naturally 
when an athlete knows they will 
be brawling in front of hundreds 

under the Friday night lights. Yet, 
why should a third stringer with 
little chance of playing more than 
a few minutes over the course of a 
varsity season waste the time and 
risk the injury of participating in 
a sport?

“In many cases, if a back-up 
practices hard enough and has the 
right mindset, they can beat out 
a starter,” Mr. James Vanatsky 
(History) said. A force of hard-
working “bench warmers” push 
starting players to continue grind-
ing in order to keep their coveted 
spot. This “internal competition” 
improves players individually and 
the team as a whole. 

Mentally, a strong bench pro-

vides a positive environment for 
player and team development. 
According to The Sports Factory, 
a Georgia-based center for peak 
athletic performance, when ath-
letes trust their relief, they more 
frequently remain calm and col-
lected under game time pressure. 
Not only do well-prepared subs 
give teams depth and versatility, 
but also improve the mental state 
of the starting squad.

“Quite often people on the 
bench feel they’re being limited, 
that they’re not helping the team,” 
Mr. Ken Reed (Psychology) said. 
“They need to realize that every-
one has a role. Their job is to add 
energy, not suck it away from the 

team.” 
Athletes frequently become 

frustrated when their performance 
is subpar. Positive energy from a 
teammate on the bench can keep 
a starting player’s confidence 
constant, potentially avoiding the 
dreaded “slump.”

A good “bench warmer” is not 
just someone who can enter in the 
third quarter and make a few lay-
ups. It is not a good ball handler 
or defensive specialist.  A quality 
backup is a player with passion. A 
player that pushes their teammates 
and provides the encouragement 
necessary to conquer any adver-
sary.

As the NBA season wraps up 
many players prepare for the play-
offs while others remain injured. 

Recently, point guard of the 
Chicago Bulls, Derrick Rose tore 
his meniscus in his right knee and 
will undergo surgery soon. The 26 
year old who has two surgeries in 
the past two year was averaging 18 
points a game and five assists but 
he again can’t finish the season. 

Many NBA players such as 
LeBron James and Paul George 
tweeted their condolences to Rose. 
This really hurts the rising Bulls 
who had won six of their last seven 
with Rose and odds to win the title 
dropped from 8-1 to 20-1. 

The trade deadline recently 
enclosed, but right before it did 

there were many trades in the 
league. Brandon Knight and Ken-
dall Marshall went to Phoenix 
while Milwaukee picked up Mi-
chael Carter-Williams, Tyler Enis 
and Miles Plumlee. Another big 
trade was Kevin Garnett back in 
Minnesota where he played his 
rookie year and Thaddeus Young 
to Brooklyn. In another trade 
involving many players, Miami 
picked up Goran Dragic and Zoran 
Dragic while Phoenix picked up 
Danny Granger.

Atlanta are first in the Eastern 
conference with a dozen losses. 
Toronto and Cleveland take up 
the second and third spot. Golden 
State leads the Western Confer-
ence with only ten losses. Right 
behind them is Memphis, Houston 
and Portland. 

As the playoffs quickly ap-
proaches many teams are starting 
to heat up on win streaks as long 
as ten. 

James Harden leads the league 
with points per game. DeAndre 
Jordan and Andre Drummond 
are at the top of the league with 
rebounds per game. John Wall, 
Ty Lawson and Chris Paul are 
leading the league with assists per 
game. Stephen Curry and Russell 
Westbrook lead the league with 
steals per game.  The 2015 NBA 
playoffs will begin on Saturday, 
April 18, 2015 and will conclude 
with the 2015 NBA Finals which 
will begin on June 4, 2015 on 
ABC. ESPN will broadcast the 
Western Conference Finals and 
TNT will broadcast the Eastern 
Conference Finals.

Bron’s Briefs: NBA teams wrap up for play-offs
By Bronson Lakes

Staff Writer

Boys’ Lacrosse 
(left) celebrates 
after a victory 
in the 2014 sea-
son. Following 
a 14-5 season, 
the Tigers look 
to have an even 
better 2015 
campaign.

Jonny Quigley (right) celebrates 
with Drew McDonald after a goal. 
Drew McDonald has committed to 
play lacrosse at Otterbein College. 

Photo  by Keith Allison
,Derrick Rose(pictured above) 
runs the Chicago Bulls offense 
from the point guard position. 

Rose, who averages 18.4 points a 
game and 5 assists per game, will 

miss 5-6 weeks with a torn right 
meniscus. 

Goran Dragic (pictured below) 
was traded from the Phoenix Suns 
to the Miami Heat at the NBA 
Trade Deadline. The 28-year-old 
Yugoslavian point guard aver-
ages 16 points and 4.2 assists per 
game.

Photo by Keith Allison

Photo courtesy of Drew McDonald

Photo courtesy of 
Drew McDonald

(11) at defense, Meg Policastro 
(12) and Jesssica Morey (10) at 
defense. McElveen got offered 
by the Ohio State University as a 
freshman and recently committed 
for lacrosse.

“We have a really athletic group 
of girls and with the new coach-
ing staff, we are going to be a 
challenge to the teams we play,” 
Lee said. 

The team is coached by two 
new coaches this spring. Ryan and 
Marisa Hanson, who have been as-

sistant coaches for Loveland since 
2012. They both coached at Lakota 
East prior to coaching at Loveland 
City Schools.

The team’s first game is against 
Seven Hills at their place, Tuesday, 
April 1st. The team’s first home 
game is against Kings at home, 
Thursday, April 3rd.

“I expect this season to be a 
challenging one, but we have a 
group of very athletic girls and 
with our new coaching staff I think 
we will have a good season,” Des-
potakis said.

sure to come out to our first home 
game against Milford. Paint up 
for number one. You don’t want 
to miss this because we eating,” 
McDonald said.

They open up to play against 
Elder on March the 23rd and then 
play Milford on the 25th. The team 
is going on a spring break trip to 
play in St. Louis.
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Willie Talks 
Sports: Bracket 
busters in March 

March is quickly approach-
ing, which means it’s nearly 
time to fill out the bracket of 68 
teams. Many people participate 
in annual bracket pools with 
cash going to the most accurate 
bracket. While many people will 
be picking Kentucky or Virginia, 
here are some teams that could 
wreck any bracket.

Butler Bulldogs
A modern day classic upset 

team, the Butler Bulldogs are 
once again on the radar after 
losing head coach Brad Stevens 
to the Boston Celtics. The team, 
which currently sits at second in 
the wrecking-ball Big East con-
ference, already has wins over a 
fifth-ranked North Carolina Tar-
heels and the 15th ranked Saint 
Johns Red Storm. The team 
without a true star is looking to 
make another big run, as they 
did in 2010 and 2011. 

Iowa Hawkeyes
The Iowa Hawkeyes are the 

most bipolar team in college 
basketball. They beat 12th ranked 
North Carolina and seventeenth-
ranked Maryland handily, but 
somehow managed to lose to 
a Missouri Valley Conference 
team, Northern Iowa, 56-44. 
Now, the Northern Iowa Panthers 
are ranked 13th in the country 
right now, but losing to a team 
like that is mildly embarrassing, 
considering the Hawkeyes come 
from the power conference, the 
Big Ten.  The Hawkeyes have 
a 6’9” stud-power forward in 
senior Aaron White. White cur-
rently leads the team in scoring 
and rebounds. If the senior big 
man plays well, the Hawkeyes 
will be a forced to be reckoned 
with come March.

Cincinnati Bearcats
While this may come off 

as just a home-town pick, the 
Bearcats could be the most dan-
gerous team to a top seed come 
bracket-season. A true group 
of misfits and no-names have 
guided the Bearcats to wins over 
19th ranked San Diego State and a 
pair of wins over the 23rd ranked 
Southern Methodist Mustangs. 
The Bearcats have been incon-
sistent at times, but overall, the 
squad has been very solid. Their 
defense can be shoelace-knotting 
to an offense, no matter how 
talented the opposition. 

 

Baseball and Softball ready to start their seasons

Baseball:
The Tigers finished with a re-

cord of 7-5 last season in confer-
ence and 16-12 overall, includ-
ing the playoffs. They defeated 
Kings and Amelia in the first and 
second round of the playoffs, but 
eventually lost to Moeller 2-1 in 
the third round. 

Cal Conley (9) is an upcoming 
freshman who plays shortstop 
and second base. Conley has 
already received an offer to play 
baseball at the University of 
Louisville. Other players have 
received offers to further their 
baseball career or have com-
mitted to play at the collegiate 

By Jared Frees
Staff Writer

level. Luke Waddell (10) has been 
offered to play at Georgia Tech 
University and Jay Wilson (11) 
has committed to play at Georgia 
Tech University. Josh Meszaros 
(12) has committed to play at 
Hanover College. Chris Sackett 
(12) has committed to play at Ohio 
Dominican University. 

“We’re a tight group and I think 
we can play well as a team. If we 
play as a team we’ll have success 
and a great year,” Sackett said. 

Waddell,  Wilson, Sackett , 
Meszaros, and Adam Beran (12) 
are all returning varsity starters 
that look to make huge impacts 
again. Other notable returning var-
sity players include, Colton Lakes 
(11), Drew Paschal (12), Jake 
Albin (12), and Trent Spikes (11).

Ruben (11). Another notable 
returning varsity player is Mag-
gie Bailey (10). Coach Michael 
Rapp is returning again this year 
as varsity head coach. Coach 
Caroline Raker is a new assistant 
varsity coach. She also works for 
Explosion Fitness Solutions as a 
Baseball/Softball Specialist. 

“We lost 6 seniors last year, so 
we have a lot of adversity to over-
come, but I’m excited to get the 
season started,” Brittany Miller 
(12) said.

The varsity team opens up with 
St. Ursula at home on March 23rd 
and then plays another home game 
against McAuley on March 25th. 
The JV team opens at St. Ursula 
on March 23rd and at McAuley on 
March 25th.

Cal Conley (9) is entering his 
first year as a part of the base-
ball team.  Conley has already 
received a scholaraship to play 
baseball at the University of 
Louisville. 

Photo courtesy of Jared Frees

The varsity squad has its first 
scrimmage of the season against 
Princeton at home on March 21st. 
The team opens up the regular 
season on the road at Hamilton on 
April 4th with its first home game 
of the regular season on April 8th 
against Walnut Hills. The team 
will leave for a spring break trip on 
March 28th to Vero Beach, Florida 
to play local teams, and prepare for 
their upcoming season.

Softball:
Softball was 7-5 last season 

in conference and 16-9 overall 
including the playoffs. They lost 
in the first round of the playoffs to 
Western Brown 1-3.

Returning starters include Brit-
tany Miller (12), Brittany Talbot 
(12), Katie Crist (12), and Claire 

Girls’ bowling, Academic team take conference 3rd 
Other sports team members rank individually 

Boys” Basketball:
Boys’ Basketball started their 

season on Saturday, December 
6th against Harrison.  They lost 
65-62 in overtime. In December, 
the ended up with a record of 1-4 
overall and 1-2 in the conference.  

They beat Withrow 67-64 at 
home on December 12 th. The 
team lost to Walnut Hills half way 
through the season by 10 points but 
took them all the way to overtime 
on February, 20th in an 84-76 loss. 
The team ended up with an overall 
record of 7-14 and a conference 
record of 4-10 in the regular season.  

With this conference record 
they finished in 6th in the confer-
ence in front of Glen Este and 
Withrow. Drew Plitt (11) led the 
team and was third in the confer-
ence in points with an average of 
15.1 points per game. Plitt also 
led the team with 5.6 rebounds per 
game. Luke Waddell (10) led the 
team and conference in assists and 
steals per game. He had 5.5 assists 
per game and 2.6 steals per game. 
Drew Steinbrunner (11) was top 
five in the conference for assists per 
game with an average of 3.

Girls’ Basketball:
Girls’ basketball started off 

By Riley Boucher
Staff Writer

strong with a close win of 45-42 
against Harrison on December 3rd. 
The girls team ended December 
with a record of 4-3 overall and 
3-2 in the conference. They beat 
Harrison, Turpin, Withrow and 
Milford.  Colleen Swift (9) was 
second in the conference for assists 
per game with 3.2. She also led 
the conference in steals per game 
with 2.4. Devin Thomas (12) was 
ranked 3rd with an average of 2.3 
assists per game. 

Wrestling:
Wrestlers who led their weight 

class include Tyler Griffin (12), 
Brandon Tucker (12), Cade 
Smeller (9), Conner Homan (11), 
and Jordan Paul (11). 

Tyler wrestled in the 126-pound 
weight class with a record of 21-
10 (13 pins). Brandon wrestled 
in the 138- pound weight class 
with a record of 32-5 (20 pins). 
Cade wrestled in the 145-pound 
weight class with a record of 18-
13 (16 pins). Conner wrestled in 
the 160-pound weight class with 
a record of 26-8 (17 pins). Jordan 
wrestled in the 170 pound weight 
class with a record of 28-3 (13 
pins).

Boys Swimming:
The team finished in 5th in the 

200- yard medley relay at the 
conference meet.  They were were 
also 5th in the 400 freestyle relay.

Girls’ Swimming: 
The girls’ team finished 4th in 

the 200 yard medley relay and 5th 
in the 400 freestyle relay at the 
conference meet.

Boys’ Bowling:
Boys’ Bowling finished with an 

overall record of 2-17 and a confer-
ence record of 2-12. The team beat 
Withrow twice to claim their two 
wins. The team’s 2014-2015 lead-
ing bowler was Chris McDowell 
(11) with 7,967 pins.

Girls’ Bowling:
Girls bowling took 3rd in the 

conference with an overall record 
of 13-6 and a conference record of 
10-4. The team had two members 
in the top five bowlers of the 2014-
2015 season. Kassie Naughton 
(12) was ranked 2nd in the con-
ference with 8,802 pins. Taylar 
Hayden (11) was ranked 3rd with 
8,389 pins.

Academic Team:
The academic team finished the 

regular season with a record of 
8-6-0, earning them a tie for 3rd in 
the conference. 

901 Loveland Madeira Road
513-347-1111
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Vaping addicts a new generation to nicotine

SAT redesigned to be more effective
By Jazmyn Browning
Staff Writer

Students cracking open their 
SAT test books in spring 2016 
will encounter with a test that, 
according to the College Board, 
is “more focused and useful 
than ever before.” The rede-
signed SAT will undergo seven 
key changes that the College 
Board claims “will assess skills 
that are considered crucial to 
college readiness and success 
based on multiple studies.”

According to the Princeton 
Review, one of the first key al-
terations to the SAT is the new 
focus on more relevant words that 
a student may be familiar with, as 
opposed to the more obscure vo-
cabulary that the SAT previously 

included. However, students will 
need to know multiple definitions 
of the word because the test will 
ask students to interpret the mean-
ing of words depending upon the 
context of the reading passages.

Next, the new SAT will include 
revamped Evidence-Based Read-
ing, Writing,and Essay sections 
that will require the test taker to 
interpret, synthesize, and provide 
evidence to support a claim from 
sources ranging from informa-
tional graphics to passages from 
literature. Each passage in the 
reading portion of the SAT will be 
followed with at least one ques-
tion that asks the student to find a 
quote from the text that provides 
the best support to the answer that 
they had selected for the preceding 

questions. This emphasis on “com-
mand of evidence” will also trans-
late into the writing and language 
test where students will be asked 
to examine the setup of paragraphs 
to ensure that the order is logical. 

The optional essay section of 
the test also requires students 
to back up their statements with 
ample proof. Provided with a 
text, students will have to de-
velop a clear and cohesive analy-
sis that relates to the author’s 
ability to argue his or her point 
with the assistance of evidence, 
reasoning, and rhetorical devices.

In addition, the SAT will draw 
focus in on three essential areas 
of math. First, students will be 
tested in Problem Solving and 
Data Analysis, which will include 

Vaporizing or the use of elec-
tronic cigarettes is becoming 
a fairly new trend among all 
age groups. These e-cigs have 
been used by smokers, those try-
ing to quit smoking and teens. 

Companies producing these 
products and associations such as 
the Utah Vapors Association claim 
that they are a healthier alterna-
tive to a regular cigarette because 
they do not give off the many 
carcinogens, toxins and poisons. 

The electronic cigarette has 

been in the United States since 
2006, originating from China. 
E-cigs sell for about $60 at retail 
price and the liquid put into the 
device costs around $7. One bottle 
of liquid costs about the same 
amount as one pack of cigarettes. 
The liquid that is placed into the 
container comes in a variety of 
flavors and can be either laced 
with nicotine or without nicotine.

Forty states prohibit minors 
from purchasing electronic ciga-
rettes, but according to the CDC, 
14 million kids who smoke these 
e-cigs live in states where they can 

legally buy an electronic cigarette. 
Many adults use these as a 

way to wean themselves off of 
cigarettes. However, they may 
become a gateway to smoking 
among the youth. Electronic 
cigarettes’ popularity could hook 
another generation to nicotine. 
According to Wall Street Jour-
nal, in 2014, about 23% of high 
school students used e-cigs. 

Despite the claims made by pro-
ducers, smoking an electronic cig-
arette is still not healthy. These are 
also not legal for students under 
the age of 18 to legally purchase. 

Photo Courtesy of Wikipedia

Second generation vaping pens. These pens have recently surfaced in society. 

percentages, ratios, and propor-
tional reasoning. The second 
area, the “Heart of Algebra,” 
will assess linear equation and 
systems skills. The final math 
area in the SAT is the “Passport 
to Advanced Math” which will 
examine the student’s ability to 
handle more complex equations. 

According to the College 
Board, the redesigned SAT will 
include questions that relate to 
real-world situations that are 
directly linked to college and 
career work. This means that stu-
dents will be exposed to a variety 
of questions featuring charts, 
graphs, and texts that will be seen 
outside of a school environment. 

The College Board has also re-
vealed that every SAT will contain 

an excerpt from founding docu-
ments such as the Declaration of 
Independence and the Federalist 
Papers. With exposure to these 
documents, the College Board 
explains that they are hoping 
that the test will “inspire a close 
reading of these rich, meaningful, 
often profound texts, as an op-
portunity to reflect on and deeply 
engage with issues and concerns 
central to informed citizenship.” 

Finally, the SAT will no longer 
use the quarter-point deduction 
for incorrect answers. According 
to the College Board, implement-
ing a correct-only sort of scoring 
will encourage test takers to 
select the best answer that they 
can provide for each question, as 
opposed to skipping the question..
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High expectations cause teens stress
Societal expectations, cultural 

trends, and plans for the future 
are the cause of the high levels 
of stress and anxiety commonly 
found in teens today. Between 
balancing one’s curricular and 
extracurricular activities, pleas-
ing the surrounding society, and 
maintaining a healthy lifestyle, 
teens can feel worthless as they 
are unable to fulfill the life they’re 
expected to live. 

According to ABC News, “85 
percent of students today fall 
above the average mental illness 
“score” of students in the 1930s 
and 1940s.” These numbers are a 
result of the unachievable expec-
tations placed on all teens. Sadly, 

an end to this stress and anxiety 
seems to be nowhere in sight. 

A study from Northwestern 
University revealed that psycho-
logical problems among teens 
have been increasing since the 
1930s and current obsessions 
with material gains and success 
is the major cause. The American 
culture, in general, has valued 
extrinsic and self-centered goals, 
including money and status. As a 
result this has placed less value 
on community affiliation and the 
meaning of life. The society we’re 
living in is filled with individuals 
who beat themselves down if they 
are not one of the best or do not 
achieve what is unrealistically 
expected of them. American teens 
are hit the hardest, as they are 

in the process of becoming the 
person that they are meant to be, 
and with such high focus on the 
extrinsic rather than the intrinsic, 
many rarely dig deeply enough 
within themselves to discover their 
inherent value. Girls, for example, 
are expected by society to have the 
“perfect body”, and the guys are 
expected to maintain the strength 
of a “true man” both in their per-
sonality and athletic ability. Not 
only are these gender expectations 
causing issues for teens, but the 
requirements for success in school 
and extra-curricular activities are 
placing loads of stress on individu-
als everywhere as they attempt to 
balance their often hectic lifestyle. 

“I think that the expectations 
are way too high. I always feel 

overwhelmed while trying to 
balance my life with school and 
extra-curricular activities. It feels 
like I’m never able to get enough 
sleep,” Austin Bota (11) said. 

The push for teens to thrive in 
their educational endeavors to 
obtain the careers now expected 
of them has increased and is 
the source of much of the stress 
and anxiety as well. Society has 
planted the idea that without a 
strong college education, one will 
not succeed in life. As a result, 
teens are expected to have near-
perfect grades, high standardized 
test scores, co-curricular and extra-
curricular activities, volunteer 
work, and a part-time job in order 
to be accepted into the college of 
their choice. This results in a crazy 

schedule with no time to enjoy the 
other aspects of life. 

Battling these difficult expecta-
tions causes many problems in 
the average teenager’s life and it 
is important to know when one is 
pushing him or herself too far. If 
the demands of society become 
overwhelming, try to go for a run, 
read a favorite book, or do another 
favorite activity, for life should be 
enjoyed rather than wasted away 
with stress and worry. That said, 
it is still crucial to maintain the 
values of hard work and determina-
tion during the teenage years. One 
should stay focused on the future 
ahead of them while following 
their own goals and expectations 
rather than the unrealistic ones 
created by the world around them.  

LHS Nerf War wraps up; Dart Vaders prevail

The first  annual seniors only 
Nerf War wrapped up in mid-
February where the “Dart Vaders” 
were crowned champions. 

The team, comprised of captain 
Keval Sheth, Kaleb Swartz, 
Jack Garry, Dillon Frees, Cars-
en Davenport, Jackson Bender, 
Maeci Ujvari, and Corynne 
Swift knocked off the “Savages” 
in the championship game.

The team took the Savages 
down in a “duel”, when two teams 
sent three members of their team 
onto the basketball court at Phil-
lips Park. The team with the last 
remaining player (or players) won 

By Willie Lutz
Editor-in-Chief

the duel. 
Jackson Bender, of Dart Vad-

ers said his favorite moment of 
the championship came “(When 
I was) watching Bronson’s fam-
ily’s faces as Keval, Kaleb and I 
stormed into his work-out place 
and unloaded on him”

Dart Vaders, who defeated 
“Pears” in the semi-finals of the 
tournament, knocked off their 
opposition in that round with a 
score of 3-1. 

The series-defining kills (when a 
player shoots another player with 
their Nerf gun) came when Kaleb 
Swartz shot Justin Henthorn 
and Keval Sheth shot Chance 
Overberg on the second day of the 
match-up. The Pears were never 

able to rally from the deficit.
The Savages, however, played a 

very controversial and highly-com-
petitive semi-final match against 
“Kids With Daddy Issues”. The 
team, captained by Peter Hoff-
man, ended up in the longest dual 
of the tournament, which spanned 
over forty-five minutes. 

The dual came to a conclusion 
with Savage’s captain Evan De-
ver and Kids With Daddy Issue’s 
Drew Lowry going into a one-
on-one dual spanning over fifteen 
minutes, following a five-on-five 
contest that left the two as the lone 
survivors. Dever would eventually 
shoot Lowry in the shoulder and 
send his team into the champion-
ship. 

Although the Savages would 
eventually lose in the champion-
ship, Adam Beran spoke for the 
team in good spirit. 

Beran said, “Nerf wars are a 
complete blast. My team pretended 
like we were a real army squad 
spotting tangos (enemies) for the 
next kill.” 

Joel Spencer was given high 
praise following his job as the 
man in the middle running the 
tournament and making all of the 
kills official. 

“I also want to give a shout out 
to Joel Spencer for stepping up and 
running it all.” Adam Beran said.

Spencer took to the Twitter ac-
count @LHSNerfWar to provide 
all participants in-game updates 

and rule changes, which proved 
critical down the stretch. Spencer 
has since announced on the Twit-
ter account that he is looking for 
someone to take over the tourna-
ment next year for the class of 
2016.

The champions, Dart Vaders, 
were awarded $1,000 in prize 
money following the contest for 
first place, Savages were awarded 
$500, and the third place Pears 
(who defeated Kids With Daddy 
Issues 5-3 in the third place game) 
were awarded $100. 

“I plan on spending my win-
nings on gas and food… what 
I always spend my money on,” 
Jackson Bender said.

Salvation Army 
Facts:
1.    Every year, 20 billion pounds of clothes end 
up in landfills in the U.S.
2.    1 in every 10 clothing items is thrown away 
without use.
3.    The average American throws out 65 pounds 
of reusable textiles a year.

What, When, Where:
1.    There will be a CLOTHES DRIVE here @ 
Loveland High School
2.    Bring in clothing items from March 2nd 
through the 13th.
3.    Place your clothes in the designated bins out-
side the library.
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Technology

By Kaylee Harter
Staff writer

Today most Americans only seem to focus on the 
downfalls of technology, saying things like, “It kills social 
skills” or “It’s just the same ideas as before.” Taking a step 
back and looking closer at some of the Green innovations 
in our society today is quite extraordinary.

 Just this year BMW created the BMWi8, a plug in 
hybrid car that can accelerate from zero to 60 mph in 4.4 
seconds. The first 20 miles of driving after fully charging 
are all electrically powered; after those 20 miles the car 
switches to gas, if needed. 

Toyota also just announced the release of their first 
hydrogen fueled car, the Miria. This car is powered by 
renewable energy, leaves nothing behind but water, and 
goes from zero to 60 mph in nine seconds. On the side of 
the vehicle is a fuel tank labeled H2O; the tank is filled 
with the water vapor fuel, gets 300 miles per tank, and 

Green technology 
paves  better future

By Ryan Mangan
Staff writer

According to a study by the Kaiser Family Foundation, kids and teens from 
ages 8 to 18 spend 7.5 per day engaging in media on average; more time 
than they spend at school, participating in sports and, in some cases, sleep-
ing.  Only 25 minutes of this time is comprised of reading books.  Not only 
is this excessive use of technology creating problems in grades and health, 
but in relationships as well. 

“I use my phone as a crutch,” D.K. Dews (12) said.  “When I’m by myself 
in public, I’ll pull out my phone and just scroll through Twitter or something.”  

Bored? Pull out the phone. Awkward? Pull out the phone. Scrolling through 
social media has become a universal supplement for spontaneous conversa-
tions and is eliminating the opportunity to develop “people skills” and become 
acquainted with the people around us.  

More often than not, when students have free time in class, the phones 
come out, the headphones go in and everyone becomes absorbed in their own 
virtual world.  Every minute spent on the phone while surrounded by others 

Younger generation relies heavily on technology
By Hannah Fischer
Staff writer

Bill Gates suggested that anyone born after 1994 
be considered Generation I for internet because tech-
nology is becoming an essential asset for the younger 
generation. This spike in technology is known as the 
“Re-Generation,” meaning technology is shaping a 
different world where the younger generation uses 
technology for communication and information. 

This younger generation has easy access to tech-
nology and they know how to use it, allowing them 
to change the world. It is said that teenagers haven’t 
known a life without technology. This is because it 
has always been part of their environment which has 
allowed them to adapt and embrace the new technol-
ogy. Some people may suggest that this technology 
revolution is a good thing. It allows everyone ac-
cess to information; however, some may agree that 
technology is stirring up problems. 

“I think that technology is helping the younger 
generation because useful information is able to be 
accessed easier with all of the search engines than 
before. Technology is also leading to an anti social 
culture because more time is spend communicating 
through a device and this cuts off some of the key 
communication skills needed later on in life,” Zach 

Chapman (11) said.
According to www.hbr.org, two-thirds of four to 

seven year olds have used an iPhone or iPod, six 
percent of two to five year olds have their own smart 
phones, and 50 percent of 11 year olds have their 
own cell phone. Kids ages eleven to fourteen spend 
on average 70 minutes or more a day texting and an 
average teenager sends more than 50 text messages a 
day. In addition, 88 percent of six to eight year olds 
use the internet for games or homework. That said, 
is the younger generation becoming too reliant on 
technology or does it hold the key to solving many 
global issues one day?

Some people feel that technology is a good thing.  
According to the debate on debate.org, 74 percent 
of people agree that technology can be useful for 
quick project information. Technology also provides 
access to PowerPoint, replacing bundles of paper. 
People feel that technology will change possibilities 
in the world completely. These technology support-
ers imagine technology which will allow teleporting, 
cancer solutions, and flying cars.

“I believe that technology is the key to solving 
global problems and is not leading to an antisocial 
culture. As long as there has been the human race we 
have been innovating things so it’s no surprise that 

technology is at its current stature. Humans are creative 
and should not be asked to stop creating new things and 
begin to regress to an earlier state. With technology we 
are able to communicate with someone all the way across 
the world. We can solve problems this way and our world 
leaders can talk to each other without being in the same 
room and having to guess what the other will do next. 
Technology can change the world such as cheap water 

filters that can bring clean water to countries in need. 
So why should we stop inventing and designing 
when it can improve the world?” Bailey George 
(10) said. 

Others feel that technology may be ruining society 
utterly. Teenagers are creating an antisocial fear for 
the culture of the world. People feel that the amount 
of technology used is stirring up a society of isola-
tion. As for the innovation and invention aspect, 
some people believe that technology allows for 
easier cheating methods in school. They feel that 
within the past century no inventions have been 
created that are very impacting. They believe that 
the pace of innovation has slowed down. 

“I think that it is leading to an antisocial culture 
because all kids do now is sit at home on their phones 
or in front of some kind of technology and it hasn’t 
really solved any world problems. The really big 
issues like poverty, world hunger, and world peace 
haven’t been solved with technology. Sure it has con-
nected us more, but it hasn’t helped anything except 
news travels faster,” Amanda Sugrue (11) said.

“I think it is leading to an antisocial culture 
because with technology today it is no longer nec-
essary to talk to anyone in person, eliminating the 
communication skills that are still necessary in the 

only takes three to five minutes to be filled completely. 
The Toyota Miria will start off around $57,000 and the 
BMWi8 at $135,925.

In addition, Philips created a LED light bulb that last 
up to twenty years and only cost, $60. The bulb is only 
ten watts, and has limited carbon emissions. 

The electronic appliance company Bracketron released 
the Mushroom GreenZero wall charger. The charger 
shuts down and stops using electricity when phones 
are not plugged into the socket, cutting back on unused 
power and lowering energy bills. To activate charging 
you just have to press the green rubber covering at it 
starts to charge your phone. The device is very diverse; 
it can charge iPhones, androids, and certain cameras. The 
charger is about size of a palm, and only cost $25. They 
make wall chargers as well as portable chargers.

More and more people and businesses are switching to 
green technology every year in hopes of preserving our 

Cell phones ruin social interaction

Modern day children occupy themselves with devices like 
iPads. Bill Gates condsidered these children as Generation I.

Photo courtesy of Hannah Fischer

Photo courtesy of Serge Bertasius
Electric cars offer an enviornmentally friendly option as opposed to gas fueled cars. Toyota announced the release of their 

first hydrogen-fueled car, the Miria. 
Students seem to be glued to their phones during lunch time instead of engaged in conversation. A study revealed that kids and teens spend nearly 8 hours a day 

engaged in media.
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of high popularity 

9Technology
Page Editor: Jazmyn Browning

By Rachel Froberg
Photo editor

Younger generation relies heavily on technology
filters that can bring clean water to countries in need. 
So why should we stop inventing and designing 
when it can improve the world?” Bailey George 
(10) said. 

Others feel that technology may be ruining society 
utterly. Teenagers are creating an antisocial fear for 
the culture of the world. People feel that the amount 
of technology used is stirring up a society of isola-
tion. As for the innovation and invention aspect, 
some people believe that technology allows for 
easier cheating methods in school. They feel that 
within the past century no inventions have been 
created that are very impacting. They believe that 
the pace of innovation has slowed down. 

“I think that it is leading to an antisocial culture 
because all kids do now is sit at home on their phones 
or in front of some kind of technology and it hasn’t 
really solved any world problems. The really big 
issues like poverty, world hunger, and world peace 
haven’t been solved with technology. Sure it has con-
nected us more, but it hasn’t helped anything except 
news travels faster,” Amanda Sugrue (11) said.

“I think it is leading to an antisocial culture 
because with technology today it is no longer nec-
essary to talk to anyone in person, eliminating the 
communication skills that are still necessary in the 

If you ask your friends and peers around you at school, I bet about nine out of ten will say that 
they own an iPhone, or have at least owned one at some point in their life. iPhones have taken 
over the technology world. In 2011 alone, Apple sold about 72 million iPhones. Plus according 
to The Next Web, “more iPhone are being sold than children born a year”.  

These phones are sleek, shiny and have a lot of good features. However, what makes them 
this popular? Why does everyone want an iPhone?

I may sound hypocritical because I am an iPhone 5C owner. I got my first iPhone in 2011, 
because everyone else was getting one. I was tired of flip phones and razors so iPhones seemed 
to be the next best thing. 

Every year that I have had an iPhone though, I have had more and more problems. I will just 
be casually checking my twitter feed and my phone with exit out of the page. Or I will hang up a 
phone call and my phone will freeze for sometimes as long as twenty minutes. Sure, every phone 
will have a few issues, but these problems are reoccurring and can’t be happening to just me. 

I think that everyone got an iPhone because it was the hip and new thing, but we are now 
realizing that they really aren’t as good as we thought, but no one will actually admit it and go 
against the “norm”. 

Some kids however, aren’t afraid to speak up against the infamous iPhone. “I refuse to buy an 
iPhone or anything apple. Android and Windows are way better” said Keval Sheth (12). “My 
iPhone always gets so dirty” said Emily Michaelfelder (11). 

Possibly a new era of phones will be upon us and iPhones will wash out. For now though, 
iPhones will continue to rule the world while most of its owners daily question why they own 
one in the first place.

is a missed opportunity to form a friendship.
Furthermore, phones are effecting existing friendships. “All of my friends 

are bad about it, including me.  I usually find myself texting people who 
aren’t there, checking social and media and snapchatting a lot,” said Lindy 
Walker (9).  In reality, social media is making us less and less social.

“My phone negatively impacts my friendships,” said Sophie Greenberg 
(12). “I hate it when I am out to dinner with my friends and we are all 
absorbed in our phones.  Instead, we could be having great conversations.” 
Of time spent without a phone, Greenberg said, “I love it. I love spending 
genuine time with people and phones are a major distraction. Life is so 
much more beautiful without them.” 

Lauren Ratterman (9) said, “My phone keeps me away from living life 
right now. I miss out on things I could be doing because I am on my phone.”

Though recognition of this problem is present for many, we look to 
our phones for comfort and by force of habit. Our generation has become 
blind to opportunities, people and experiences that surround us due to our 
attachment to a numbing virtual world.  It is time to break the habit and 
step out of the comfort zone. 

Cell phones ruin social interaction

“Technology has 
become as 

ubiquitous as the air 
we breathe, so we 

are no longer 
conscience of its 

presence.” 

-- Godfrey Reggio

Students seem to be glued to their phones during lunch time instead of engaged in conversation. A study revealed that kids and teens spend nearly 8 hours a day 
engaged in media.

Photo courtesy of Hannah Fischer

world today,” Katie Wright (12) said.
There are however, those who believe technol-

ogy can be both positive and a negative, depending 
on the use of it. 

 “I feel that the amount of technology used by 
children currently has positives and negatives. 
Global problems can be helped to be solved 
through increased amounts of communication 
and information availability. However face to face 
communication and physical activity can decrease 
immensely due to the constant stimulation and 
entertainment that can come from the variety of 
technology,” Corynne Swift (12) said. 

The youth generation is plugged into a world 
like never seen before. While technology has 
transformed society, people tend to disagree 
whether this is a positive or a negative thing. Tech-
nology shapes communication and possibilities, 
but it also limits the social aspect of lives.  The 
debaters may never come to agreement on this 
issue, but technology is without a doubt leading 
a revolution which will forever leave a mark on 
society.  Generation I actively participates in the 
distribution of information and entertainment like 
never before. They are changing every aspect of 
society from classroom to workplace. They con-
tain the future better known as the Digital Age.  
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By Ryan Mangan
Staff Writer

Catfish and the Bottlemen are an indie rock band from Llandudno, 
North Wales. The band formed in early 2010 and is made up of Van 
McCann (Vocals, Rhythm Guitar), Jermaine Bond (Lead Guitar), 
Benji Blakeway (Bass Guitar), and Bob Hall (Drums). Their first full 
length album The Balcony was released just this year, January 6th 
with Island/Communion Records. 

The album is kicked off with the track “Homesick.” It begins 
with a quiet catchy riff on an acoustic guitar with lyrics that pull the 
listener in right away. About a minute in the rest of the band kicks 
in with distorted guitars and a fat bass line, pulling the listener into 
a fast pace indie filled song. That gets the listener nodding along. 
Homesick is followed by the first single of the album “Kathleen”. 

“Kathleen” was released in April of 2014 and was soon after 
ranked number one on MTV’s hottest tracks that same month. The 
day after Catfish and The Bottlemen’s debut album was released last 
month they were the musical guest on The Late Show with David 
Letterman and performed their song Kathleen.

Overall the album is a perfect mix of faster paced alternative indie 
songs, the rare but beautiful acoustic tracks, and angst-filled guitar 
driven songs, making for an almost perfect album. Catfish and the 
Bottlemen will be a band to look out for this year at festivals and on 
their tour.

Ever heard of DogTV? If 
not, it is the first television 
network for dogs. It pro-
vides a 24/7 digital channel 
with canine-friendly content 
scientifically developed to 
keep dogs company when 
they are left alone. Accord-
ing to the DogTV website, 
through years of research 
with some of the world’s 
top pet experts, special con-
tent was created that meets 
specific requirements for a 
dog’s sense of hearing and 
vision and supports their 
natural behavioral pat-
terns. This results in a hap-
py and confident dog who 
isn’t as likely to develop 
problems such as stress 
and separation anxiety. 

The website also reports 
that DogTV broadcasts three 
different types of programs 
based on what dogs need.

Relaxation: The con-

Singer, songwriter, and pro-
ducer, Dylan Gardner, age 17, 
has come out with his debut al-
bum, Adventures in Real Time. 
This ten track album offers a 
kind of old-style pop feeling 
that also mixes with alterna-
tive music. All in all, it offers 
something refreshing and new.

The songs have catchy 
beats, meaningful lyrics, and 
a great sound to them. Gard-
ner’s voice sounds much more 
mature than his age of 17. His 
fantastic voice is what really 
brings these songs together.

By Emily Dougherty
Features Editor

By Jared Frees
Staff Writer

tent is designed to help dogs relax, lower 
their stress levels and allow them to remain 
calm via soothing music, sounds and visuals.

Stimulation: Dogs need to be stimulated, 
which is a difficult task when they are left alone. 
DogTV uses scenes both with and without other 
animals, animated sequences and various mov-
ing objects to stimulate the dogs. Special effort 
is put into using the right sounds and frequen-
cies to encourage energetic and playful moods 
in dogs, even when they are left home alone. 

Exposure: Based off of the most advanced 
veterinary science, DogTV uses special sounds 

Indie rock band rises 
above expectations

Photo courtesy of Ryan Mangan
Indie rock band, catfish and the bottlemen’s album cover

Man’s best friend finds new form 
of entertainment in television

and visuals to help ac-
climate dogs and make 
them feel more comfort-
able in their environment 
by exposing them to var-
ied day-to-day stimuli. 

For anyone who is in-
terested, DogTV is avail-
able on DirectTV nation-
wide and also online via 
the website’s streaming 
service. There is also an 
app, DogTV Anywhere, 
that serves Roku, Samsung 
Smart TV, LG Smart TV, 
iOS, Android, Mac, and 
PC. DogTV costs anywhere 
from $4.99/month (on Di-
rectTV) to $9.99/month (on 
the streaming service). The 
website always has promo-
tions going on and offers 
a free trial on their online 
streaming system, so e-mail 
support@dogtv.com to get 
more info on their promo-
tional deals. To get DogTV 
now, subscribe on the 
website, www.dogtv.com.

Photo courtesy of Wikipedia
DogTV, a canine-friendly T.V. network’s logo.

The first track, “Let’s Get Start-
ed,” has potential as a hit single. 
The song has premiered on Conan 
O’Brien’s Team Coco. The song 
has stimulating lyrics combined 
with a very catchy beat that in-
cludes piano, guitar, and drums.

“I’ll be John and you be 
Yoko / Let’s sit back and 
watch our love grow / I’ll be 
winter, you’ll be summer / I 
couldn’t ask for just another,” 
he sings on “Let’s Get Started.” 

John and Yoko are John Lennon 
and his wife. With expressive lyr-
ics like these, Gardner has a good 
chance of making it big, as his 
music can satisfy all age groups.

The album is mainly upbeat, 
but one song that takes a more se-
rious, tuneful tone is “The Actor.” 
His vocals hit high pitches which 
show off his wide vocal range and 
his skill on the guitar: “I am the 
looks, I am the brains, I am the ac-
tor /  I am the master, of my own 
demise / I am the soul, I am the 
whole, I am the actor / I am the 
disaster, who can’t read his lines.”

Dylan Gardner takes a new 
approach to pop music and his 
debut album deserves a listen. 
The ruling: Adventures in Real 
Time is a solid first album by 
aspiring artist Dylan Gardner. 

17-year-old Dylan Gardner releases 
first album: Adventures in Real Time

Photo courtesy of Wikipedia

17-year-old Dylan Gardner comes out with first album, Adventures in Real Time.

Doodles by 
Andrea & Hannah 
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on February 3rd, Mitch 
Brown, Chanel West Coast, 
and Riff Raff intensified 
Bogart’s by providing a 
Cincinnati crowd with a 
night full of comedy and 
music. Having three dif-
ferent types of musicians 
perform assured a very 
diverse crowd. 

Mitch Brown,  other-
wise known as Kid Quill, 
opened at Bogart’s and 
gained much attention af-
ter a more than mediocre 
performance. He performed 

some of his more popu-
lar songs such as “ABC”, 
“Take a Hand”, “Popular”, 
“Timeline”, “Casual”, and 
“Feelings”. A high point in 
his set was the track “Popu-
lar”, because the crowd 
began to clap along to the 
beat of the song, which 
ended in a standing ovation. 
A sophomore at DePauw 
University, he recently re-
leased a new album titled 
Ear to Ear and is attracting 
more viewers. 

About 45 minutes later, 
which seemed like a cen-
tury, Chanel West Coast 
took the stage. She provided 

the crowd with much ex-
citement as she reached 
to touch the hands of her 
fans. Throughout the night, 
the fans caught a taste of 
Chanel West Coast’s per-
sonality because she was 
dancing on the stage dur-
ing everyone else’s per-
formance. This seemed to 
get the crowd excited and 
enthusiastic. 

The final act, Riff Raff, 
otherwise known as Jody 
Highroller, received many 
different reactions by the 
crowd. Some of the people 
booed, but the majority 
cheered him on and sang his 

most famous songs. His set 
list included “Dolce & Gab-
bana”, “Tip Toe Wing In 
My Jawwdinz”, and “How 
To Be The Man”. The per-
formance was augmented 
by Riff Raff ’s comedic 
personality. During his act, 
Riff Raff and his bodyguard 
were flinging pizza slices 
into the crowd while chant-
ing “Slices for discount 
prices”. Overall, his singing 
was not terrible, but his lyr-
ics need some shaping up. 
He sounds exactly the same 
as he does in the studio and 
on the internet, so once he 
gets his lyrics involved, 

then he can be the next top 
rap artist. In fact, he is ac-
tually on his way there as 
he just signed a deal with 
Young Money, a famous 
record label to which only 
the top rap artists belong.

This concert was well put 
together with the exception 
of timing. Between every 
artist there had to be at least 
an hour before the next one 
came on, which upset many 
fans. Mitch Brown ended up 
being the best artist of the 
night. After every song, he 
would hype up the crowd, 
which was a cool thing to 
see from a college student. 

Top Albums for 2015

Riff Raff takes stage at Bogarts
By Drew Paschal
Ad and Business Manager

By Drew Paschal
Ad and Business Manager

According to crit-
ics and journalists from 
“Consequence of Sound,” 
an online music publica-
tion, several artists and 
bands will release new 
albums at different times 
throughout 2015.  
                  Passion 
Pit recently announced 
they are releasing their 
newest album, Kindred, 
in April. Lead singer, 
Michael Angelakos, has 
dropped a few unreleased 
demo songs previewing 
the album on SoundCloud 
over the past few months. 
Kindred will be Passion 
Pit’s first album released 
since Gossamer in 2012. 
Being their third studio 
album, it has very high 
expectations according 
to James Grebey from 
Spin News.          Kend-
rick Lamar has also not 
released a new album 
since 2012, when he 
produced his fifth album 
titled good kid, m.A.A.d 
city. Although he has 
not released any albums 
for over three years, he 
attracted much attention 
after winning two Gram-
mys: Best Rap Song and 
Best Rap Performance, 
for his hit single “i”. 
After being interviewed 
multiple times, the press 
found out that he has re-
corded 30 to 40 songs for 

his new unnamed album, 
which will be released by 
the end of the year. Col-
laborating his work with 
Dr. Dre, another eminent 
rapper, his new album is 
going to be a follow up to 
good kid, m.A.A.d city. He 
is expected to hit the top 
if the charts, according to 
Zoe Camp from Pitchfork. 

Scott Mescudi, other-
wise known as Kid Cudi, is 
in the process of complet-
ing his newest and argu-
ably most awaited album, 
Man on the Moon 3. This 
will be his fifth studio al-
bum and will conclude the 
trilogy in the Man on the 
Moon series. In an inter-
view, Cudi said, “I want 
people to be able to put this 
album on at different points 
in their lives and grow with 
me.” He also explained 
that he has been taking 
his musical talents to a 
more mature level.  He has 
gained more understanding 
and growth, according to 
Sam Waggoner from Run 
the Trap.   

According to writer 
Eric Torres, from Pitchfork, 
Frank Ocean mentioned 
releasing another concept 
album, an extension of 
the “beach feel” sensed 
through his most popular 
album Channel Orange. 

Nabil Elderkin, a 
frequent collaborator for 
BuzzFeed, said, “Everyone 
should be excited about 

this new album — it’s 
fire. He’s making a great 
record. It blows the 
sophomore-album myth 
out of the water.” 

Frank has not re-
leased very much in-
formation regarding the 
content of the expected 
album, except for the fact 
that he has been working 
with Pharrell Williams, 
Tame Impala, Danger 
Mouse, and Tyler, the 
Creator. 

     With their last 
album dating back to 
2011, The Red Hot Chili 
Peppers are expected to 
release a new album too. 
Although this will be their 
11th studio release, it will 
be the first time without 
long-time producer Rick 
Rubin, who has been in-
volved with the Red Hot 
Chili Peppers since 1989. 

Drummer Chad 
Smith has labeled the 
new LP “different and 
unique.” He said, “We 
have written and recorded 
in a way that we’ve never 
done before, so the record 
is going great. We all 
have high hopes that it’s 
going to take off.” Sug-
gested hints from band 
members suggest that 
they will take their new 
album on tour for the 25th 
anniversary of their clas-
sic record “Blood Sugar 
Sex Magik”. 

O’Riddles 
By Kevin O’harra
Entertainment Editor

             I belong to each of you, a symbol of love and light,

I constantly pound, keeping you up at night.

I don’t carry feelings, but I easily break,

Leave me lonely and I begin to ache.

I keep every body running, a never ending task,

I am also cut from paper, as long as you have a Valentine 
to ask.

I’m a pretty big deal but I don’t mean to brag,

Give me to someone and you’ll have love or life in the 
bag.

If you don’t know me by now, I suppose you’ll never get 
the clue,

That somebody else’s beat already belongs to you.

What am I?

Answer: A Heart

Passion Pit takes photo after realising their 2013 album Gos-
samer
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Usually seen strumming his guitar or hanging out at the skate park, 
George Kunkel (12) is the lead guitar playing for the band Animal Ap-
pliances. 

When did you first find interest in playing guitar?
“I started guitar when I was eleven. I tried sports when I was younger, 

but hated them. I did art too, but then when I found the guitar, it kind of 
just happened, and I thought it was interesting.”

What is your favorite song to play?
“That is a really hard question to answer. Really just anything that comes 

out of my head when I pick up the guitar.” 
How did Animal Appliances start?
“Drew Lowry and I jammed in ninth grade and just have been ever 

since with DK Dews as well. We came up with the name when we were 
at this dog park and I suddenly thought, ‘what if that dog had the body of 
a refrigerator.’” 

What are your plans for after high school?
“I plan to just get a redneck job and play music. I want to be a musician, 

but I know that to put bread on the table I also need to have a legit job. As far 
as I am concerned, I am never going to stop being a musician or an artist.”

Where do you see the future of Animal Appliances?
“We plan to play shows, get signed by an Indie record label, sell records 

and then I don’t really know what else after that.”
Any funny stories while on stage or playing the guitar?
“Yes. One time I was jamming by myself and a string snapped and hit 

me in the face.”

Person of Interest: 
George Kunkel

Snow day rituals bring relief from education
Snow days are something that 

many students stay up late hoping 
and praying for during the winter 
months. Waking up to the sound of 
the phone ringing at 5AM sends a 
surge of excitement through most 
people, especially when the caller 
id says Loveland Public. Ninety 
minute delays can be a huge dis-

George Kunkel plays at The Ungerground in Cincinnati with his previous band, Munchlaxx. George is 
currently a member of the band Animal Appliances.

Photo courtesy of George Kunkel

appointment to those who wanted 
a snow day, and of course no 
calls during the night at all can be 
devastating. What can the average 
student do to get a snow day?

Some of the most popular rituals 
used by students include wearing 
pajamas inside out and backwards, 
putting spoons under pillows, 
flushing three ice cubes down the 
toilet, and of course…the snow 

dance. A lot of students also make 
up their own quirky rituals. 

“I give a high five to the flying 
spaghetti monster four times and 
then snow appears,” Nile Khwaja 
(12) said. 

Do they really work? Or is it 
just the snow day gods being nice? 
There is a lot of speculation among 
students on whether or not these 
rituals are the reason for snow day 

occurrences. 
Ibby Boyle (12) said, “I can’t 

tell you how many times I’ve tried 
pajamas backwards and inside out 
without it working. There’s no way 
the superstitions actually work.” 

“I totally believe the snow day 
superstitions. If you don’t do the 
snow dance, there’s no way we’ll 
ever get a snow day,” Madi Stan-
ley (12) said. 

Tyana Davis (12) said, “I’ve 
never really done any of those 
things and I don’t think they work. 
I just think it happens when it hap-
pens.” 

Whether the superstitions truly 
work or not, students can still ex-
perience that wonderful adrenaline 
rush after participating in them as 
they wait all night for the call. 

Steps to securing a snow day

Step 1: Put on your favorite pajamas either inside-out or 
backwards.

Step 2: Obtain a handful of icecubes from your closest 
freezer, pray, and flush.

Photo courtesy of Andrea GomezPhoto courtesy of Andrea Gomez
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Retro rebounds: old is the new, new 
By Claire Ruben
Staff Writer

Less than five years ago, a 
question about vinyl would have 
elicited a response about floor-
ing from the average teenager. 
However, recent revivals of retro 
fashion and entertainment allow 
teens to explore trends suppos-
edly lost in decades of the past.

Vinyl records (you know, the 
big round disks) return to main-
stream pop culture with new shops 
emerging all over the country. Lo-
cally, Plaid Room Records opened 
in Loveland on Valentine’s Day. 

“There’s something that’s re-
ally cool about everything that 
has to do with records, the pack-
aging the sound, the nostalgic 
factor; all definitely have a huge 
effect,” Meg Policastro (12) said.

According to The News Record, 
the University of Cincinnati’s stu-
dent newspaper, vinyl sales account-

ed for just 10 percent of local record 
store Shake It Records’ total sales 
five years ago. The shop recently 
reported that vinyl now accounts 
for about 40 percent of all revenue. 

“It’s awesome that people have 
discovered the joy of how much fun 
it is to play records over an MP3 or 
CD,” Jim Blase, Shake It Records co-
owner, said. “The younger listeners 
are falling in love for the first time.” 

Despite rapid progression toward 
smaller and smaller technologies, 
music listeners are ditching minute 
earbuds for classic, oversized head-
phones. Common brands include 
Beats by Dr. Dre and Skullcandy.

“Beats  make me feel  l ike 
a pro,” Drew Plitt (11) said.

The music industry is hardly the 
only area experiencing a retro return. 
Elements of fashion from the ‘90s 
fashion reappear in today’s runway 
trends and stores nationwide. Popu-
lar teen clothing supplier Forever 

XXI now carries a plethora of vintage 
band tees and graphic tops. Crop 
tops once reserved for stars such as 
Jennifer Lopez and Tyra Banks are 
appearing as pieces of sophisticated 
outfits on the red carpet and in the 
everyday world. Oversized flannels, 
chunky Doc Martens, and choker 
necklaces also make a comeback as 
teens look for “new” ways to make 
a statement with their wardrobe. 
InStyle Magazine reported that 
small accent braids and tousled hair, 
both staple ‘90s hairstyles, are on-
the-rise trends looking to return to 
mainstream fashion. Celebrity Selena 
Gomez even modeled a scrunchie for 
a recent public event. Old styles in 
fashion and entertainment become 
new again as teens revive retro.

Love is complicated but somehow kids find ways to make it simple. 
Their perspective on such a complex topic sheds light on the impor-
tant aspects of love. Loveland second graders provided some insight 
on their opinions of love. 
What is love?
“Love is when you care about somebody a lot” – Olivia Bast
“Someone you can hang around with” – Piper Schaeffer
“When you really like each other and joy” – Chelsea Addo
“Happiness!” – Bo Zierden
“When someone wants to give you stuff like gifts or a hug” – Laine 
Campbell
“Who you really like” – Sylvie Ehrler
“Love means doing something you care about for someone special” 
– Josie Donovan
“It means giving hugs and kisses” – Matthew Gerstemeier 
Who do you love?
“My mom” – Piper Schaeffer
“Everything in my house” – Jacob Faulhaber
“Everyone” – Bo Zierden
“Gage...shhh...but he moved” – Sophia Loomis
“My mom and dad” – Josie Donovan and Matthew Gerstemeier
Can you see love with your eyes? How?
“Yes, because maybe if someone loves you, they give you a hug” 
– Emma Faulhaber
“Yes, because you can look at each other and when they look at you, 
you know it is love” – Adeena Bengali
“No” – Mau Gomez
“Yes, because if people love each other they hug or give something” 
– Mia Kimmel
How can we show someone we love them?
“Give them a card” – Kylee Brison
“With hugs and kisses” – Josie Donovan and Matthew Gerstemeier
Who do you think invented love?
“God” – Mau Gomez
“Cupid” – Bo Zierden
“Jesus” – Harrison Hentz
“I don’t know” – Josie Donovan and Matthew Gerstemeier
Why do you think Valentine’s Day was invented?
“For giving stuff to people and caring for them” – Jacob Faulhaber
“For everybody to express feelings for others” – Avery Muse
“To show love and care to all people” – Adeena Bengali
“It’s a day for people to remember the people they love” – Ellie 
Hilliker
“To show care, respect, and responsibility and to show the world 
love” – Laine Campbell
“Valentine’s Day was invented for people with a sweet tooth” 
– Josie Donovan
“For people in love” – Matthew Gerstemeier 

Second graders share 
ideas about love topic
By Andrea Gomez
Staff Writer

Photo Courtesy of Claire Ruben
Marissa Witt (11) shows off a retro flan-
nel and chokers.
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Some students are better than others. Many students struggle more in school than oth-
ers.  This could be due to many different things.  Many different websites have said that 
different things affect students more. Only the listed items come from blogmagazine.
org in an article written by Tameka Williamson.

Lack of Preparation:  This means that some teenagers in high school are not chal-
lenged enough in school.  In addition, they are not prepared for some materials that 
they are required to learn.  Some students may also expect things to be done for them or 
made easier.  They are simply not prepared for the course materials or what may come 
later in life.

Too many Distractions or Lack of Focus:  With technology and smart phones at the 
fingertips of students, it is easy to become distracted or to lose focus.  Once this distrac-
tion takes over, there is a complete lack of focus.

Poor Time Management: Many students do not know how to manage time wisely. 
Some students may say, “Oh well, I will have time later.” Then they will forget about an 
assignment and forget to do it, or rush through it and not do very well. They may not be 
able to balance homework, projects, a job, and social life.

Lack of Perseverance: Some students may give up very easily. If they encounter a 
small problem they may think they cannot overcome it and just stop trying. If a student 
keeps giving up at a small obstacle in school, they are going fail. This will not translate 
well later in life either.

Excessive Dependency of Thought: Many teenage students might expect things to 
be done for them to a certain extent. Some may just be lazy and don’t want to do some-
thing for themselves while some may just have the mentality that they deserve help.

Low Self-Esteem or Too much Self-Confidence: High self-esteem translates to 
confidence. Confidence can help a student pass a class. If they have confidence in what 
they are doing then they will be able to get through. A student with low self-esteem 
will not have enough confidence and think they can’t pass. Someone who has too much 
confidence feels that they are better than others and may just think they can do it but in 
reality will fail.

Sense of Entitlement: If a student thinks that everyone owes them something then 
they will wait for it to be given to them. They will not work for their goal of passing a 
class, therefore, they will not put in the required effort for the class.

Fear of Failing: Nobody enjoys failure. However, everyone fails. Those who cannot 
accept this and are afraid of something that happens to everyone, then they will fail. If 
they accept that they can fail then they can work to pass.

Procrastination: Students often put assignments off until the very last minute, so 
they do not have to think about it for a while. The student will have more time to work 
on other things or do what they want to do before they have to do the assignment. Most 
of the time, the work will be rushed and have little effort put into it. This can translate 
to a student’s grade. Procrastination can lead to failure with bad grades.

Inability to think Critically, Analytically and Creatively: Students may not acquire 
these things because technology has made things easier to find. Students do not have 
to apply all these skills to find an answer as much as in the past. When certain students 
need to use these skills they may not be able to. This leads to a poor grade that cause a 
student to fail.

These main reasons for student failure can be easily avoided if a student puts in the 
time required to pass.  All of these reasons for failure are only brought on by the stu-
dent.  Outside forces do not always play a role.

Alumni take world by storm

Students experience failure triggered by bad habits 

was being a part of the soccer program. 
I transferred to Loveland from Winton 
Woods my junior and senior year. The 
soccer program was a lot more intense 
and I made really good friends and 
memories with a good sports team,” 
Spencer said. 

Fresh out of High School Spencer 
began to train at Ohio State University 
to play soccer. There she led the team to 
their final round of the NCAA tourna-
ment. 

“I really matured and grew as a person 
and player there. I had to become more 
responsible without my parents, but it was 
so much fun as I met and grew close to 
a bunch of new really good friends. I got 
to peruse my own passions and hobbies, 
and I really learned a lot about life there,” 
Spencer said. 

Today, Spencer gives back to her home 
town community coaching the women’s 
junior varsity soccer team and investing 
in the players’ lives. She is a stay-at-home 
mom and involved in her church activities 
and groups. 

Spencer discussed this impact her high 
school experience played, “Loveland 
really grew me as a player, from where I 
had started at Winton Woods. It allowed 
me to relate to my coach and my team-
mates. I learned many life lessons while 
participating in soccer, and I carried those 
through college and even to this day.”  

Although Loveland is very proud of the 
students and athletes which are attending 
currently, there are a few graduates who 
are extending beyond the standards and 
leaving impressions around the world. 
These people are looking to create their 
own legacy as well as extend the reputa-
tion of Loveland High School. 

Steven Hudson, a 2013 graduate is 
definitely making his mark serving in 
the Marine Corps. Bright and early at 
6 A.M each day. Steven begins his day 
with physical training. He then goes to 
work where he operates logistic vehicles 
to keep the operating force of the Marine 
Corps mission ready. Hudson keeps in 
touch with Loveland by talking to his 
friends and girlfriend, Ariel Fischer.  
When discussing how Loveland played a 
role in his life he said, “Loveland taught 
me that nothing is given to you and you 
have to earn everything.” 

Lauren Spencer is an example of an as-
tonishing athlete who graduated  in 2007. 
Captain of the women’s varsity team, 
Spencer led the team to a successful sea-
son winning Regionals. She was named 
the only All-American player to attend 
Loveland. She also participated in Cross 
Country, going to state two years in a row. 

“My favorite part of going to Loveland 

Photo courtesy of Hannah Fisher
Steven Hudson poses for his Marine Corps 
headshot. 

By Riley Boucher 
Staff Writer

By Hannah Fisher
Staff Writer

Celebrate your 
Student’s Milestone

Create a senior ad for your student’s yearbook

Full color 
Recognition 
Ads
Full page  
$480.00
Half page   
$240.00
1/4th page  
$120.00
1/8th page  
$60.00

Create your own at www. JostensAdService.com
or 

Send digital photos and your message to 
overberh@lovelandschools.org

or 
Send your photos and message to the yearbook staff at the school

DEADLINE MARCH 16th
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Two teachers discuss senioritis
Senior year can be a fun 

and exciting time. Howev-
er, teaching these eager-to-
get-out-of-high-school-and-
never-look-back students 
can have its ups and downs. 

Mr. Jeremy Ward (Sci-
ence) and Mrs. Julie Powers 
(Math) had a few things to 
say about teaching seniors. 

“Every spring, the seniors start 
to lose focus” said Mr. Ward.

Senioritis is the disease that 
seniors are known to catch mid-
year. Some symptoms include 

losing focus, no motivation 
to do homework, and lack of 
inspiration to even try at all. 

“The scariest thing for me 
to watch is when students get 
accepted into college, and they 
know they are in, and then 
get into the mindset that their 
grades don’t matter anymore. 
The thing is, at the end of the 
year the high school sends ev-
eryone’s final transcript to their 
college. If their grades are re-
ally bad, their acceptances can 
be revoked. It is really sad and 
scary to watch, but it is their 
choice,” said Mrs. Powers.  

Popular hero/villain pairs battle 
for top spots on favorites lists 

There are many comic books about 
hero vs villain rivalries written by 
various authors such Stan Lee, 
Alan Moore, Frank Miller, and 
Roy Thomas. These authors write 
stories about heroes such as the 
Hulk, Spider-man, Superman, Bat-
man, and many others. In addition, 
numerous films and novels present 
the classic hero character.  But, 
with these heroes, there is always 
a villain for them to face.  What 
is the best hero/villain combina-
tion? Opinions vary on the topic.
For some fans, comic book char-
acters that have made it to the big 
screen generate the most interest. 
Mr. Alex Wanstrath (Social Stud-
ies) said, “Spider-man vs. Venom 
is the best hero-villain rivalry. It 
is the most epic, EPIC, rivalry 
out of all of them. An actual part 
of Spider-man seeking revenge. 

It’s an entity. It’s comic history.”
Adam Beran (12) also chose 
Spider-man vs. Venom conflict. 
He said, “Spider-man vs. Dark 
Spider-man, that’s the best one.”
Other people agreed that Spi-
der-man was the best hero but 
preferred different Villains.
Jordan Davis (12) said, “Spider-
man vs. Green Goblin is by far 
the best Hero-Villain rivalry.”
Caroline Fisher (11) said, 
“Spider-man vs. Dr. Octopus.” 
Preferring a different hero, 
Mr.  Adam Wick l ine  (As-
sistant Principal) expressed 
his favorite battle. He said, 
 “Wolverine vs. the Hulk.”
B a t m a n  f a n s  w e i g h e d  i n 
on the topic stating the dis-
guised Bruce Wayne creates 
the best character clashes.  
 “Batman vs.  Joker is  the 
best  hero-vi l la in  r ivalry,” 
Koby Mcgillis (12) said, and 
Maddy Riberio (11) agreed.  

Comic book characters did not 
appeal to everyone however. 
 “I think the incredible family vs. 
Syndrome is the best Hero-Villain 
rivalry.” Courtney Spicer (11) said.
Mr. Brian Conatser (Biology) 
said, “The two brothers in War-
rior. Which one is the hero 
and which one is the villain?”
Zach Winoker (11) said, “The two 
kids in the movie Karate Kid. I 
think Jaden Smith is perfect for 
the role, and I love him; that is by 
far the best hero-villain rivalry.”
Matt Bezjak (11) said, “Pepsi vs. 
Coke is the best hero-villain rivalry.”
Michae l  Pe te r s  (11 )  sa id , 
“Harry Potter vs. Voldemort.”
E r i c  P o p p  ( 1 1 )  s a i d , 
“ L o v e l a n d  v s .  K i n g s . ”
There are many different Hero vs. 
Villain rivalries that people can 
choose from. The variety of Heroes 
vs Villains is endless and everyone 
has their own unique opinion on 
what they believe is the best rivalry.  

Love
By Colton Lakes

(Inspired by his seventh grade winning 
Valentine’s Day poem)

Love doesn’t come in a package,
Love doesn’t come in a box,

Love is all around us,
It heals, saves and locks. 

If you look you’ll find it,
I know it’s inside deep, 
Hopefully you’ll feel it,
It’s always good to keep.

Sometimes you can’t find it,
You got to let it go,

Because when you least expect it, 
It will make you glow.

By Rachel Froberg
Photo editor

By Colton Lakes
Staff Writer

When giving advice, Mrs. 
Powers said, “If you think be-
ing a senior in high school is 
difficult, imagine being a senior 
in college; taking that last test 
or writing that final essay”. 

On the other hand, there 
are perks of teaching seniors. 

“Teaching seniors is fun 
because they are at the age 
where you can talk and in-
teract with them like ac-
tual adults” said Mr. Ward.

“I don’t look at teaching 
seniors as being a job, I look 
at it as an enjoyable expe-
rience” said Mrs. Powers. 

Kat Kemner (12) turns her evil on as the Joker, and she’s ready to taken on 
Batman. She won best dressed on Superhero Day. 

Ian Leever (12)  
checks out his cell 
phone a few days 
before the end of 
first semester. He 
avoided senioritis by 
graduating mid-term 
instead of attend-
ing for another five  
months. 

Photo by R. Overbeeke

Photo by Chase Grafflin

SENIORS’ TO DO LIST
1. ORDER YOUR YEARBOOK BEFORE THE 
PRICE GOES UP TO $80.00 ON APRIL 1ST.

2. REMIND YOUR PARENTS TO ORDER YOUR 
SENIOR RECOGNITION AD FOR THE YEAR-
BOOK BEFORE THE MARCH 16TH DEADLINE.
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SNOW WEEK

1. Jessica Hawk (12), Katie Baker 
(12) and Brittany Talbott (12) 
spend one of the four snow days 
playing and sledding in the snow. 
2. Rachel Price (12) snapped a 
picture of her backyard amidst the 
falling snow. 
3. Michael Viox (12) stands in the 
middle of the snow storm and em-
braces the flakes.
4. Logan Smith (10) stands in front 
of her snow covered car, not able to 
get out of her driveway because of 
the blizzard.
5. Ryan Mangan (11), Katie Parks 
(11), and Maddie Porzack (11) 
pose with their freshly made snow-
man. 

“Not having any homework to 
do” - Jacob Timmerman (12)

What was your favorite part of the snow week?

“My favorite part was when I 
didn’t leave my basement for 
about 48 hours” - Abby Klueh 
(12) 

“I went to Dave and Busters 
and won the jackpot one of the 
days during the snow week” - 
Courtney Spicer (11) “Doing nothing” - Paige DeWitt (12)

1

2

3

4 5

“The fact that we didn’t 
have school all week; that 
was the best part - Andres 
Rivera (12)

“Binge watching Netlix, specifi-
cally Parks and Rec” - Erica 
Perl (10) 

“Going to the aquarium” - Abby Hickey (10)

“I lay down in bed and 
my favorite part was 
no homework” - Will 
Rupe (9)


